


































STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memm^dum 


)'A’] 


TO : A* H« 

FROM s C. E. Hennricll^^ 

SUBJECT: AGNES SMM>LEg, wae. 

INTERNAL SBClEITr - R 
Bureau file 6X<-6560 


• ‘ UNITED^SIOTES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: Ifey 11, 1950 


>BRP0SEt 


To authorize the Research Desk of the Ihtanial Security 
Section to dlscontintie their anaHysis of the books written by 
Agnes Smedley* f , 1 






Bnrestigation on Agnes &iedley was initiated on November 
5, 1947, for the purpose of determining whether she was engaged in 
espionage aetivil^ in the IMited States as a result of her alleged 
participation in the Richard Soi^ge R\issian Ei^ionage Network which 
operated in Japan Itom 1930 to 1942* , 




Ry meaun^andum dated April 26 , 1950, the Research Section 
of the Xnt^al Security Division was requested and authorized to 
make an analysis of the books (ei^t in number) written by the 
subject so that the Bureau would have a thorou^ knowledge of whether 
her writings have followed Communist philosophy in conformity with 
the ^Communist line" in particular situations* ihe above request was 
initiated in the Espionage Section of the Security Division* 


That the Research Desk he instructed to discontinue 
their analysis of the books written by Agnes Smedley since the 
results would s^rve no purpose to the Bureau in view of Agnes 
StoedlQr*s death on l&y 6, 1950, at Oxford, England* / 


co->]&*« I_ 

Room 4740 
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STANDARD FORM NO* ,tB4 


Ojjice IS/i^mWknduwi • united Vitctes government 




SUBJECT: 


Director, EBI date: May 16, 1950 

SAC, Albany 


AGNES SMBDXM, tvas 
INTERNAL SBCURITI - R 
(Bufile 61-6580) 


Rerep SA 


la ted 5~^50 at Boston* 


b7C 


It is noted referenced report carries Albany as office of origin. 
This is incorrect, since New York is office of origin in this case, Albaur 
has corrected its copies of the report. Suggested Bureau and other offices 
do the same. 


RUG. 


PRBsATN 
100-9325 
cc: Boston 

New York \ 
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^nW^TUL 


VAUt Kay 15, 1950 

lo; Afslitant CMef of f'taff, 0-42 

l.«pejrtffleiit of i-Ke hvmy 
The Pentagon 
T.'&shir.£.toii 25# K e CU 

Attention! Chief, ; ectirlt^ and i'reinlnp Grovp 

Jt’om! *y<rtxn Idgar Koove.r-»t‘ltroct<a’t P«sd«ral Purest of Investigation 

.'ub>ct! ACCFg^'Fri.!;!, T^s* 

IFTVRKAI. fjmPIty - R 


Reference ie ?racJe to priox’ correspondence in the above- 
entitled matter* 

Per yotir inHorration, please tja advised tl;at Agnes 
fmedley died on Kej 6, 1950, at the Oxford ‘itirsing home, Oxford, 
England* 


recorded ■ T 2 | 



C(.onfi«Hli^tial - Via Cp«c;iAl Messenger J 
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herein is uncus 
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SHINGTON and WFO 3S from new YORK 15 7 


DATE: 04-01-2005 

CLAp^SIFIED BY 602 9 0 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 
DELLAS SIFY ON: 2 5X 3.3 (6) 04-01-2030 
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AGNES'S MED LEY, WAS,, ISR. REBUTEL MAY TWELVE LAST. THERE ARE NO / ,/ 
LEADS OUTSTANDING FOR OTHER OFFICES WITH EXCEPTION OF LEAD FOR WFO TO 

. 17 ^ 

WFO REQUESTED TO COI'JDUCT THIS INTERVIEW AS PER PREVIOUS INSTRUCTIONS 
REGARDLESS OF SMEDLEY-S DEATH. NAMES OF THE FOLLOWING PERSONS PLUS 
RESUME OF THEIR RECENT ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED FO R ^ 
CONSIDERATION OF THE BUREAU WITH RESPECT TO INTERVIEWS RE SMEDLEY.. ] | 

BROOKS , 


RICARD AND 


b7C 


ROGER N. BALDWIN. IN VIEW OF SMEDLEY-S DEATH IT IS NOT BELIEVED 
ADVISABLE TO CONTACT ANY OF THESE PERSONS. AT PRESENT TIME NY CON¬ 
TEMPLATES COVERING THE FOLLOWING LEADS...REVIEW AND REPORT ANY PER- 

\ 

&INENT INFO CONTAINED IN SORGE CASE MATERIAL RECENTLY FORWARDED BY 

^ hi 

BUREAU, REPORT ANY INFO CONCERNING SMEDLEY-S ACTIVITIES RECD FROM 




INTERVIEW 




FORMER ASSOCIATE OF OWEN LATTIMORE, REPORTEDLY A FRIEND OF 


^ r 

SMEDLEY IN CHINA. [ 


b' 


) CONTACT ALL 

INFORMANTS LISTED IN SAC LETTER OF MAY FOUR LAST 1 

-N .1 






/ 


END PAGE ONE 











PAGE TWO 


UNLESS PREVIOUSLY CONTACTED, LOCATE 


AN ASSOCIATE OF SMED- 


LEY IN CHINA IN THE EARLY THIRTIES AND SUBMIT A RESUME OF HIS RECENT 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE BUREAU WITH REFERENCE TO 


INTERVIEWING HIM, CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO IDENTIFY ONE 


WHO-RESIDED AT 


NY IN ONE NINE 


THREE ONE, A LETTER TO THE BUREAU IS BEING PREPARED BY THIS OFFICE 
BASED ON A COMPLETE REVIEW OF SMEDLEY FILE WHICH WILL REFLECT NAMES 
OF ALL PERSONS CONSIDERED FOR INTERVIEW PRIOR TO SMEDLEY-S DEATH, 


BUT WHO WILL NOT BE CONTACTED UNLESS DIRECTED BY BUREAU. A PENDING 
REPORT IS ALSO BEING PREPARED REFLECTING INTERVIEWS WITH 



TARAKNATH DAS, 


LETTER AND REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED THIS WEEK, 


SCHEIDT 



NY R 39 WA 




%■/ 


A'-: /; 











Cate* iky9, 1950 

fOs AssiB'tant Chiei* of Btaff, B-S 

B 0 partn»nt of tfee 
Tim Pflntagon 
Washington, T). G* 



Attsntlons Chief, 'jeourity and Training Group 

Froia: J, Hoover - 3 ireotor, Jederal Bureau of Investig tlon 

Subject I AGIOS SMiSDLEt ms • 

INtERNAL SEUUi:.m - E 


There are attached for yofur information a coi^y of the following 
reports in Idie above-entitled mattarj 


\eport of Special Agent he :'n 3., Prior 
dated April 27, 1950 at Mawl, Florida 


Report of Specif Agent Irving >•., anderaon - 
dated April 27, 1950 at Detroit, i.iichigan . 

Repwrt of Special Agent Jajjies t, O’Brien 
dated April 2S, 1950 at lork. New fork 




cmnkmuh 

BX SHEflAL 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


O^Ce ^ MiefTlO^^duM • united st.^s government 


v,:^ % 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


PURPOSE 


A. H, wmmtj / 

C* E* l^« 

ACMBS 6SIEDLEYy was* 
INTERNAL SBCURUT - E 
Burea^ file 61-6580 


DATE: May 12, 1950' 










di) 

4t^i 

Iff I X 
»!>• 

t-Vj 


To advise you of the remaining investigation in the Smedley case and^iy_ 

the Bureau* s recommendation as to future investigation conteji^jlated due to the_- 

death of anedley on May 6, 1950, at Orford, England.f (Verified by cable from 
Legal Attache, London, dated 5-9- 50) ^ 

BACKGROUND OF AGNES SKrmT,fgy ^ ^ 

Agnes Smedley was born on February 22, 1892, near Osgood, Missouri* 

She attended State Normal Schools in Arizona and California and thereafter taught 
at the State Normal School at San Diego, California, Prom 1912 - I 913 she was 
a correspondent for the '>ms Angeles Ebcaminer,” She found her way to New Toxic 
City and there became interested in the India Nationalist Party, which was working 
fco* the independence of India, As a result of her activity in the India Nationalist 
Party, on March 18, 1918, Agnes Smedley and others were arrested on a warrant 
charging them under the Espionage Act, with acting as agents of a foreign country. 

An indictment was returned against Smedley on April 1, 1918, in the Southern 
District of New York* For lack of evidence the indictment was dismissed on 

1918* (6l—6580—9 P* 2) declassified by 60290 AUC/BCE/MLT/vta ■ 

^ ON 11122004 

f Li 1920 Smedley went to Germany and then to Russia for a period of six 

9 months. Upon her return to Berlin, Germany, she became active in the Lidian 
E Revolutionary Movement, Prom 1920 to the early 1930*s she devoted her time to the 
^ cause of the Indian Revolutionary movement. She taught at the University of 
5 Berlin in 1927 and became a correspondent for tvfo Indian publications* During 
I this period she traveled to France, China, and Russia* In 1929 she was recuperating 
? at a Russian Health Resort near Moscow and in June 1929 she went to China where 
^ she remained for most of the ensuing years until December 19i^^^6^^5^5-127 P* 2) 

I During the years spent in China her efforts were directed toward 

assisting the Communist Chinese guerrillas in their fight against the National 
jParty of Qiina* 

^ In December 1941 Smedl^ returned to the United States* (61-6580-156) 

AT.T.BrrKD espionage ACTIVITY OF ACatES SMEDLEY IN THE "RICHARD SQRGE CASE** 

B 

i' Richard Sorge, a German journalist, went to China in 1930 under the /j® 

I direction of the 4th Bureau of the Red Amy General Staff, to assist the 

i _ _ ^ 1 n m -t ■.''P'73 ‘ \ 


■is : 


>ci-y 

















espionage group already operating in Shanghai, China* 3h 1933 Sorge became * 
leader of the Red Arqy espionage network in Japan and C5>erated the group success¬ 
fully xmtil 1941 when he and some of his principal agents were arrested and tried 
by the Japanese police in 1941 and 1942* Sorge and a nuinber of his agents weare 
either executed or given long prlsc« sentences by the J^anese courts* In the 
interrogation of Sorge and his agents by the Japanese authorities, Sorge and others 
iuplicated Agnes Smedley and gave testimony as to her activity within the i^rge 
H6twork^l.6580-32) Lj ^ ^ 

'^According to the testjjnony she was a pi^inoipaX espionagea^nt who was 
very close to Sorge md whose resMence was constant!^ used for a meetix^g place 
by the Sorge Grouplfifj ,1 zJksf^ 


The Deparlanent of the Aruy on February 10, 1949, publicly charged 
Agnes Smedley with having been implicated in the Richaird Sorge Soviet espionage 
network which operated in the Par East in 1940-41. Smedley On February 11, 1949, 
denounced as % despicable lie" the Army report that she was a Russian espionage 
I agent^ aid the Department of the Army on February 18, 1949, publicly declared 
i| that the report was a mistake on its own part* 

PCRFOSE OF BUREAU INVESTIGATION 

On October 25, 1944, the Bureau initiated investigation on Saedley due 
to her Communist activity in the Far East* On November 5, 1947,£^ a result of 
the Department of the Army fumiahing a digest of the Sorge Case and Smedley *s 
activity in connection therewith investigation was instituted to determine whetheV 
Smedl^ was engaged in espionage activity on behalf of a foreign government from / . ^ 

1941, the date of her return to the United States* 

RESULTS OF BUREAU 3KVEST1GATIOW ^ 

In December 1941 anedley returned to the United States and took up 
residence in Saratoga Springs and Palisades, New York* Since 1941 her activities *0 
have consisted for the most part, with writing for newspapers and periodicals, 
giving lectures, engaging in debates, both in personal ^pearances and on the 
radio, and in all her reported publiea^ons and public utterances, she has 
championed the cause of the Communist Party in China and has criticized the Chinese 
National Government and Oiiang B^-Shek* (61-6580-127) 

Investigation reflected that she closely associates with members and 
followers of the Communist Party. Persons interviewed by Bureau agents were 
of the opinion that she was not involved in the Sorge Case, nor was she engaged 
in espionage activity but, however, felt that she was a sincere believer in the 
cause of the Chinese Communists* No one contacted could furnish any information 













“r 




of their own. knowledge that she was a ffiember of the CoBsaunist Party ae engaged 
in espionage activity. No facts have been developed which would indicate that 
subject was engaged in espionage activity on behalf of a foreign govenunent nor 
have any further facts been developed as to her alleged espionage activity in 
the Far Bast as alleged ty the Department of the Ansy in the "Sorge Case." 


Shiedley departed from the United States on November 15> 1949* for 
Southampton, England, stating that she expected to regain there for about five 
months for the purpose of completing a book. 

OUTSTiNDIHG LEADS 

!Zhe remaining investigation in this case is as follows: 

1. Determine the identity of persons contacted telephonically by 
Smedley while she resided at the Hotel Carteret, New York City, prior to her 
departure for England on November 15, 1949* 

2. Determine the identity of persons contacted telephonically from 
the residence of Mr. aM Mrs. Ricard Brooks, Palisades, New York, during the 
time Smedley resided at the Brooks residence in the latter part of 1949. 

3. Ditervi®? a number of Smedley*s associates to ascertain whether 
they have any information indicating that subject was involved in espionage 
activity in the United States since 1941* These leads include interviews with 
alleged and known Communists. 

4. Interview persons moitioned by individuals already interviewed 
as possibly having knowledge of Smedley*s activity in the United States. 

RECCmCEMDATION 


Future investigation of this case should be directed to covering leads 
for the purpose of developing intelligence information which would assist the 
Bureau in its intellig^ce program. With the above purpose in mind, the New York 
f^Office shottld reccnsider and re-evaluate all leads presently outstanding and 
see to it that only those leads are covered that would furnish the Bureau with 
' the desired intelligence information. With the above in mind, there is attached 
a teletype to New York for your approval. 
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May U, 1950 


coHFUi 

'7- 


Vvcmt 


AMaiBtaxA QJuiaf of Staff; 0 -S 
Separl^iMxt of tba t^ray 
laxa Fmtaem 

WaablogtoD 25 , D. C, Attention: caiAef, Saoiirlty & Tralnl 
Jobn Hoonror > SireotoT; Federal Bxoreau of l^nrestlg&tlon 


Subject: fOSSB SMBSLBf; vltta aliases 

IBTBRIIAL SBCURiry - » 


There are attached for your Infomatloa one oopy each of the 
following reports In the a'bove<-entltled matter: 


A 


Report of Special Agent | 

19%f at San Ifanolsoo; California. 


dated April 28 ; 




Report of Special Agent Miles L Johnsen; dated April 2 $; ^ 

I95O; at San Blego; California. : > 

, %/' 

Report of Social Agent James T. O'Brien; dated May 4 ; 

1930, at Kev YorlC; How York; with the foUowlng enclosures: 

One oopy of an ertlcle entitled "The Tokyo Msxtyrs," 
hy Agnes Snedley. 

One oopy of an article entitled "General StUvell 
Speaks," by Agnes Snedley. 

Ons copy of an article entitled "Chlm Betrayed;" by ' 
AgMB Smedley. 

One oopy of an article entitled "China's Rulers Ride 
the Tiger," by A^ies Smedley. 


AJM:ErF 


recorded - 95 


U'^C 


DECI^IFIEO l/L 










Assistaat Clilef of Staff, 0*2 
IJapartaKxt kxS the kra^ 


Attaotentta 


Ooa oopsr of an edltorliO. watitlad ”Agp»9 SaadLaj'a 
Life in DeneBr.** 










To: COMMUNICATIOl^l 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY’ 

Wi5. im 

Transmit the follo,i.,g massage tn, , , \ 


j 4 #5' 


t • itH 

,'ASr ^XFrr ' 


C. JmBnD Fii« 


Fiit 




Jfr. Tolflon 
“T* Clegff - 
Mr. Gla^ 

Mr. Ladd "- 

Mr. NlchSIfl- 

Mr, Roa«n-- 

Mr. Tracy--—■ 

MT. Egan- 

Mr, Qumaa “— 

Mr. Harbo - 

Mr. Mohr --- 

Mf» ^rinVagtcin' - 

Mi*. Quinn Tana- 

Tele, Room - 

Mr. Nease ' ^— 

Mlsf Gandy" —— 


/(' 


SEN^ VIA. 



Jl pHATION C81fr/yN£0 

M i iiMFe . 


Ml 

m 
m 


mofNAL con 








4 . 1 , 


m is» xm 


i, t, mrn'irU^ 

.:E£S UttXfi ’C- 
uanrmMM. - E 


■pa etrt«l» «all>«|silir to ifitgryKHt l 
ffaaantl^ isoiiFaMetad trlih %am SI«Mi .iMiNurf 


All IHFGMOH COOT AWED 
HEIEi iS OEMED . ^ ' 

un <rc 


J ti^ i« 

E« Im^adLi^ . 


.'" ".. ttr 4*te4 jipetl ai, a%%l« BoA m tmtminm Y 

«ltii| I ^ Afsll Mf im&$ •»• Itef A ^ 

I tKWtM iiPt> ^ tet^rviiwiiit vm»Btil< imtlset^lgr %m% H mStkemiA^ mm ' 

Mn tt*fc i \ hm immtimmA €• I_I 

I Agmm BmiSmsr ihekI itUii# iaB^i!g%a% m mil m 


lAtxLisiam^ 


I I wm Xfe«a*wly clnl«f xmmfU0t^ imt tbs wernm «tii 

fl» fil# Itet la fasw 

b 7 c iUHpa^iiiomX IflT si#c«pii 8 r. it «aM| | wim m BaBtaat i til . l««ia fie^teai to 

mk 11 i^alini wmiA l»iNi:$fa w f dm^kim mcmetigt '’I 

«l«rE«>* i^xtftra tewt l l iiboam iaiw* iwllaa®^ IcsfanaiMwi 

|j|tl4^Bi:art ant INi otbajp i.Miirld%»2« ii«»tl«niNl In inn Hpir t&gk taXul^iNi 
ani ainoa Im km ««Sli InlvvaniifaKu m Intnn^aii ndUi Mil iaiitm ^iir xwni.pi 

a£ mu. inftoimtifiqi m tmmXo^mA % mmimt we^lksMikgrp mwm ibo«i;!i iiacmrlbgr km 
atftMMl m thv floor of moMito km% im nlU vmm »msp all m roonifoo 

m tim f!^l ttft rollyioAwA Egr tbo iam^;r«iNiianol liNmNl for mreb 

j. _, m u» mum o»bi»loA [ L so© otljr litlor • c, T 

__t « aoKWWBribwi-Oalod imm Hr* 'LoilE »• Hwii foClooE© iisoi tb© 

•llorinKni oWLMiai oJt %ii» lanr TorE 4onrntl. AnorieMt mrnrum howHttso, 

Slfto }io4 Mllittv e&ook** TiMt u%i^ mm. hy ^muA kmkmumm fm ©toxy rofloolMi 
b7C la xopofiMi to h m laiWoiirafclRi!: rolt og arEOnlaolioii©. 7n roalilQr* tb© 

aaittor b#l ait iMmtM^amu A o»»r I SMTlnf lb© ©ear©© of th© 

b7D I 1 ln«©©EI|pti©% I l ecxiog to Kafe© I d© e$Xm ©mllo bl©* 

ll^KHa Ssiit©©5i ln©la«fitd«wi.» iiic SeisBldi of Wtm mA g watoctill |or»d 

dttexttlned INA ti« fU©© lad wlta^i© l»f<»«©llQB« I r i5©5riw MC 

soholdt tiat «©y ffi<gt©>t© by tb© i-i.r©©© w mld h© muHmi iiUMl, __ 

Toia. « iuc> Sciwd di rmmmkk a taJ©|»o©i© mill fytm l I »i»® ©driaod ^ | 

Lafltf_ fad oeaCldMA la bla laoi ^;.>c sugtan ay t «©<hi ©» lannixgr © toeotl \ 

- \ mu tiaa mflayal> kgr \ j a© a rmmXt ®f tfe© I [ 

- -4,iii» itrroo o iiatroxtaii wuk Vtm mm full. -Mtim Imm m lortber ©omaot »itfo to© 

— I I i;:ro'w#* 'm© aiiMalar ii»t©<t on t: i» K©aor4MBaa% »I ©isr^ Iter© ©^pln pn>p©r 

-hmlmtlM « >©«i*a ItriA ondo. g© © >^t/ul4 lar© ia$a©t©a ©niA a taofeflr© tf o© -dwd ndlA 

y mtai© Uk© | I ff*“ i / ,■ ^ 

»’>»■ _ i £B'ife©fejd© 1 ---=— - 

, , 4l«i*pfll© cc- j > 1 -1 111© 

"*“*-e«--mil»a 1, rsatOi^toa lilo mHf 18 idSO 

tO-Aljjiod'7B«d3.©^ fiJm b7C 


Stanloy 
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_ 1« t% is mu Y<^ faa aa^riiai jte is^mrvtm 

I I f>iiii«(tiiif Uktumrs, I wm^ixsgfm 

«»fS If fm sgfsmsg m lo '^ui vtm% Irnstsm* 

%• reMMi m 

Uki LaqfAll^ S«8tl4Mi ^ sppttmi pi^ t9 wmrnAHslm 
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DATE: ri4-0]-2DD5 

CLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 
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Ur. A. H. BeLaont 

C. E. HRNNRICH 

LATTIMORE 

ESPIOHAGE 



May 19, 1950 


Ai I IIIFORWATION 

Ieheim us™ '- ““"S 

WHERE SHOWN OTKERWISeI 






PURPOSE: —RaSOU-IfKII 11,1-ty?Ss, 

To obtain your approval to authoriae «n inta rriew by t he 
New York Office with ! I also known as I I 

BACKGROUND: 




T he New York Off ice by teletype of May 2, 1950, requested authority 
to interview I L a for.ner associate of Lattinore at Johns Hopkins 

University in Baltiaore who is now residing in New York City. York indicated 

that the proposed interview would be concerning Lattinore, Agne^aedle y, and 
I 1« You will recall that Agne s Snadley died on^Fay 6, b7C 

19TO. at Oxford. England. 1 1 has been si^jloyed in the I 

Foreign Service Division of the State Depirtment since 1935 and was the subject 
of a loyalty investigation by the Bureau, |_| 

The basis for the interview is a statenent contained in the report 
of ABAC Robert J, Lally dated April 15, 1950, at Baltjjaore, that l I was b7C 

reportedly a very c lose f riend o f Lattinore until April. 19L9. wfaei.- th ey had 
an argument because | | was not I I had done 

for Inttifflore and, therefore,_left Lattimore’s cos^any and wont to Mew York. 

An Investigation ot _ was initiated on April 12, 1950, the basis ^ 

b7C be ing Information contained in Bureau files coupled with an opinion express ed 

fay l I 

b7D Studies, Washington, D. C., that there w as a diatimit possibility ! I , 

vas a Chinese CooHBunist espionage agent, I I also stated that he knew ; 

I Ito have been associated with the pro^Communist wing of the Chinese Nationalist i 
Oovemment in 1926 and 1927, j 

I_I l&i this connection, it was reported to the Bureau in 192 7 thatl * 

\ _ of the National Ifaiversity at Peking, China, had been asked by I I : 

I I of the Educational Workers International, to furnish names 

of any Chines e in Anerica who would be interested in the organization to "Comrade 
Toison I The Ed ucational P-o rkers International was described as a Moscow- ' 

ua< i ~ in spired organization. | | had been dismissed as a school teacher in 

-France, reportedly because of his Communist activities. Other information in 

Miehoi P th e files of the Bureau indicates a somewhat cl ose asso ciation with pro-Communist 
^ac y~ pro-Soviet individuals and organizations pn | ~| pTt. 

Harbo_ / j „ f ^^ — V 

- Among the books issued by the Wc' riwrs LiBrM»v in 1 941 was "Landlord 

^u'. Room Feasant in China." The Workers Library One., has been 


Juit 3 iB50 























r«eognla«d as one of the two main publishing houses in the United States which 
publishes Communist literature and propaganda nsaterial. 

I I vr s r eported to ha ve been a corr espondent of %na louise Strong 
as wll as | I, th e wife of I I wh o was reported to have been 

in contact with i I prior to his arrest* | waa also a contributor to 

♦•Aaierasia" and hia pamphlets Jiave been published by the Ajnerican Institute of 
Pacific Relations. He was active in the China Democratic league in 1947» whoae 
main purpose was reported to effect tho downfall of the extreme right-wing section 
of the Kuomintang. 


I- 1 Jolui K, Fairbanks who is also an associate of Lattlmbre, described 

I_I as being without a doubt a member of the Communlet Party, according to a 

report submitted by the Mew York Cfflc# on April 21, 1949> in the instant case. 

Accor ding to IDA in a weekly intelligence summ ary dated February 28 
to March 7, 1947, was reported to hav e been aided bvl ' 

I I in leaving China under the name of | However, subse quent 

investigation failed to confirm this allegation although it is knona that I 
reported the depaHure of l tn o letter dated April 17, 1944# and likewise 
discussed the departure with I 1 

RECOMD-'NDATIOHi 

In view of the im ported differences between Lattlmore and I I and 
the further fact that I | ls in a good position to know of ary pro-Soviet 
activity on Lattlmore 's part, it is recommended that the attached teletype to 
New York atithorizing the interview bo approved* 












NEW YORK 
SAC 


FROM WASH DC 
DEFERRED 


20 


2-A6 PM 


OWEN LATTIMORE, ESPIONAGE - R. REURTEL MAY TWO LAST. YOU ARE 

I BUT IT SHOULD BE CONDUCTED b7C 


X 


\ X 


. \ > 

X 


AUTHORIZED TO INTERVIEW 


IN SUCH A MANNER AS NOT TO JEOPARDIZE YOUR CURRENT INVESTIGATION 
ON HIM. 


n: 


HOOVER 

END y 

ACK PLS / ^ 

WA RlAyNY.iG/^ ■■ ' 



iGiNAL conr piled in 






xvy TilC STATIC::S 

mSl!Ii:G7Cr! DALTinCHS G FHCK t!EU YOHK 


ilinCCTOi: AHD SAG 


URGE!!? 


ij i/I?, ?''C«C7 — 
; Karbo - 

ii 

IHt, TlalfiiOTtl 

'.{ 

,1 Hr. 5^'Job2 — 

P FiOOTi - 

I 

j; nr. j)TnaSG - 
il mt?3 Gandy 


OV. fV o 
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Mr. Borl; 


May 23, 


STRICTLY^ 


Director, FBI 


p Mx. Molu_ ' 

(I 

Mias Gandy ij 


RE! AGNES SffiDLEY 

INTERl'IAL SECURITY - R 


Dear Sir: 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 
ON 0 4.01.2 0 05 


Confidential Informant_v?ho is highly reliable and 

Tjho is in a position to furnish valuable information concerning the b7D 

Communist Party, has advised by interview April 24, 1950, that he knew 
AGNES Si'IEDLEY merely casuallyj that he met her as a lecturer and. writer 
sympathetic to the aspirations of Communist China, Informant stated that 
other than that, he knew nothing concerning any Communist Party affiliation 
on her part, nor any espionage activities which she might have been engaged 

The foregoing is for the Bureau's information, 

y Ve^ truly your^^ 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


IU2ERML SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




U731 ■’ 


LOUISji^UDEI® advises^^ti-Imperialist 
League ms a ''Communist front" which 
existed during 1925i^ under the leader¬ 
ship of one DAV^^lEtlBURG, a Socialist. 

Dr. TARAKEATHy^nfiB advises SMEIDLEY ms active in 1919- 
1920 at New York injthes^^rtetfds of Freedom For 
India, a group devoted to propagandizing for 
Indian independence. Knew of no Commimist 
connections on her part in relation to this 
work. Informants who knew SMSDLEY in China, state 
StEDLEY ms known ardent supporter of Chinese 
Communists hut no evidence of espionage activity 
known. SMEDIEY died May 5, 1950, in England. 
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DETAIIS: On May it, 19^0, IX3UIS BUDENZ, until 19a member of 

the Communist Party and editor of the "Daily Worker", 
an east coast Communist newspaper, advised SA WILLIAM 
J, McCarthy that the Ahti-Inperialist League was a 
"Communist FPont", which was active in New York ar^ elsewhere during the 
1920* s. BUDENZ stated that be was not yet a me^ate^r of the Communist Party 
dxiring this time. He recalled that ROGER NJ^^LDWIN was also connected 
with this League, but BUDENZ and BAID17IN both withdrew in the late 1920 »s* 
According to BUDENZ, one DAVE BERENBURG, a Socialist, who had some official 
connection with the Rand School of Social Science, was head of the Anti- 
Iflperialist League. BUDENZ described BERENBURG as a "big fellow" but was 
unaible to furnish any other identifying data nor any information as to 
BERENBURG'S present whereabouts# 

In connection with the ^oye, it is noted that on 
September 7, 191^8, at Miami, Florida, PADS^CffOUCH, fonnerly a member of the 
CcMnmunist Party for many years, advised SA J. RICHARD BUTTS that he had first 
met BUDENZ during the Summer or early Fall of 1928, at a meeting of the 
National Board of the Anti-Inperialist League, of which BUDENZ was then a 
member and of which CROUCH himself was National Secretary# 

/ I- > ---1 

I _ _■ 

(institute of Paci fic Relations, 1 East 5hth Street^ New York, advised SA 

~| oh May 2, 19^, that he was not acquainted with SMEDIEY b7C 
and had no information concerning hOT^ackgrouhd and activities. He stated, 
however, that a file maintained at-<l^, captioned, "cancelled members" 
reflected that SMEDLEY had contributed $10 to IPR on Februai^ 13, 19lt7, 

$10 on February 2, 19ii7, and $15 on January 20, I9h9* It further reflected 
that she had resigned from IPR on March 7, 195to# 

Dr. TARAKNATH DAS, 2109 Broadway, New York, was inter¬ 
viewed on April 28, 19^, by the writer. He stated that he came toWie^ 

United States in I 906 from India, and settled for a time in Se^Jig'md 
San Francisco. He became active in an organization called the^mndustan 
GadsTm 

According to Dr. DAS, this organization was devoted to 
agitating for the independence of India from the Britislj,.®i|Slre, and its 
leader and most active figure was one MANABENDRA a native of India, 

who claimed a personal fri«adship with ISON TROTZKY. ‘Dr. DAS stated that the 
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organization was definitely non-Comiatinist in its membership, although 
eager to obtain help from any source so long as it would further the struggle 
for Indian independence* 

As a result of his activities with the Hindustan Gadar, DAS 
was indicted and convicted in 1917 on a diarge of conspiracy to violate the 
neutrality of the United States. He is quite vague at the present time as 
to the nature of the evidence adduced against him, and states that his own 
activities consisted solely of writing and talking against the British 
rule in India. He pointed out that there were some thirty or thirty-five 
co-<ief|jadlnts, most of whom were convicted. He recalled that_Jl^M®RA 
WA33Hf1fflOSE,_.with vhom he was then acquainted, had also been (jEte iwj.tive in 
the Hindustan Gadar and was one of those indicted, but he had previously gone 
to New York and so did not stand trial with the others* 

Dr. DAS continued that just prior to his release from prison in 
1919* proceedings wwe instituted to void his American citizenship, vftiich 
he had obtained in 191ii» and to deport him to India. He stated that he was 
convinced he would be put to death or sentenced to macy years imprisonment 
by the British if such deportation was put into effect* Upon his release 
from prison, he went to New York City, where SAILEMDRA NATH CHOSE was already 
active in an organization called “The Friends of Freedom For India. DAS 
became active in this groip also* 

According to DAS, the Itiends of Freedom Group had no connection 
with the Hindustan DAiar. He pointed out that it was coiposed mainly of 
'•liberal and progressive*' American citizens, and its operations consisted 
of agitation and propaganda for Indian independence and the raising of funds 
to obtain counsel for Indian nationals threatened with deportation* It was 
at this time, about 1920, that DAS met AGNES SB^IEY, who was the paramour 
of SAILEITORA NATH GHOBE* 


DAS stated that SlffiDLBY, like other members of the Friends of 
Freedom organization, apparently devoted herself to speech making and 
writing for Indian indepaidence. He realized at the time that there were 
some Coramunists, at least, in the organization but did not particularly 


associate SMEDLBY or GHOSE with these persons* 


He stated that othei^ member s of thelfFriends^ of 
were ROGER N. JALDUN, NCRMAHfTHbMAS,| 
and MARGARBS^'^&GER, all of whom woiola oe sure to recaXJ. 
role she played* 


?eedom at^that time 


ana tne 
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With reference to the indictuBnt of GHOSE and SlffiDIET in New 
York in 1918, DAS stated that he understood that this action had been taken 
against GHCBE because of his previous activities in connection inith the 
Hindustan ^^adar on the West Coast, and against SMEDIEY solely because ste 
was GHOSEfS mistress. The indictment against them was dismissed tdien it 
was realized that the lengbi^Y case against the San Francisco defendants 
would have to be repeated against CHOSE* 

DAS stated that SMEDIEY went to Germany in 1921, udiere he heard 
that she became the paramour of VIREM)RANATIiiS(C!^TTOPADAYA, the brother of 
Mme. NEHRU, wife of the present Priire Minister of India. He stated he is 
familiar with her career since, throu^ her books and articles, but met her 
only once, very briefly, a(bout^l9l*2 at a banquet given by the India League 
of America for Mme. PAHDIj^dC^iU. GHOSE, he stated, remained in the United 
States, married an American, woman, and died at New York City in 19U9* GHOSE 
re m ai n ed interested solely in Indian matters, and never gave any indication of 
pro-Communist gympathie^^^^D was unable-to s\:pply any ±n£oTm^b^on as to the 
whereabouts of PAULISJ^^E, JADU GOP^^J&DEYIE, BHAI BHAGWitf^^® or any 
other persons tried with him in 1917. fee stated that it was unlikely any of 
these persms would have any information concerning SlffiDIEY, since she had 
not, so far as he knew, been active in the cause of Indian independence on 
the West Coast* 


g n April kg 19^0, Confidential Informani of unknown reliability^^ 

he had b een in China from ^proximately xyjj! to 1936, much of 
this time in Shanghai^ | a weekly English newspaper vtoich 

espoused the program or une umnese (Jramiunist Party, Infomant stated that 
through this activity on his part he had become well acquainted with AGNES 
SMEDLEY, then a journalist in Shanghai, laho was devoting all her time and 
energy to furthering the program of the Chinese Communists* Informant stated 
that while his sympathies at that time were entirely with the program of 
the Chinese Communists, he himself had never been a member of any CcHumunist 
Party, in China or elsewhere, and consequently he felt unable to say definitely 
that SMEDLEY was a member of the American or Chinese Communist Parties* 

Informant also stated that he was a ctively a ssociated with SMEDIEY during the 
approximate peric^ 1931-1932 in the| | Defense Comraittee, an organizatio^j*-^ 

famed for funcL=r^si ng and propaganda in connection with the arrest ofl | . 

as Communist agitators* - 

i ^ 

Informant stated he^ad no information as to any espionage 
activities<«seai the pajjfe^of S^zilEY, and stated he had never met or heaid of 
RICHAKl^^GE, MAX^^USEN,,^AK|^»dZDMr or other members of the SCEGE ring 
during ihe period* Informant commented that he had been a very young and 
very idealistic person at this time, and felt it likely that there was much 


SEC^^ 
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that went on ’'behind the scenes" in leftist activity in Shanghai of which he 
was kept in ignorance* Informant stated that two or three years after his 
arrival in ^an^ai he became convinced that the Chinese Communist leaders 
were corrupt politicans, and he denounced them as such. He was thereafter 
denounced by SMEDXEI as a paid Japanese agent and Ms association with her 
ceased, 

jconfidential Informant 
that he fir^ became acquainted w 
her in China during the middle thirties. He added, however, that at no time 
did he have any close association with her, and in China only saw her a few 
times. 


I of unknown reliability,*7advised 
ith AGNES SMEDIEY in 1926, and later Idiew 



He stated that he has no doubt but that she was pro-Russian and a 
full supporter of the Chinese Communidis* This, he declared, he has always 
considered an accepted fact, and she has never attempted to conceal her 
feeling. The SORGE case was aifficient proof for him if any was needed. 


The Infoimant described her as a "constitutional liar" and a person 
vh .0 resembles a volcano in that she violently eaqjressed her feelings without 
regard for discretion. 

He added that at times she has publically criticized Russia, but 
believes that she did so only to e3q)ress her independent nature, and that 
basically she has remained,4. stspneh s'upporter of Communism, 

THOMAS ARTHUBlp^SSON, 97 King ston Road. Berkeley. California. 
was interviewed on Aprxl 26, 1950, ly SA _ 


BISSON stated that he has never been closely associated ndth 
AGNES SMEDLEY, but that he has known of her as a writer and has met her 
occasionally over a period of years* He stated that her writings, lectures 
and statements indicate that from the beginning of the friction between the 
Chinese Nationalist Government and the development of the Chinese Communist 
movement, SMEDIfiY had always been strongly pro-Chinese Comm\mist* BISSON 
stated that before SMEDIEY became interested in Chinese Communist affairs she 
had lived in India and she was strongly opposed to the British Colonial policy 
in that country* When ^e came to China she expanded this feeling to include 
oppositic«i to the manner in which the Chinese Nationalist Government was 
hfiffidling Chinese internal affairs. He said that SliEDIEY, like many writers 
and correspondents, was c<xivinced that the Chinese Communist movement held 
the answer to the internal problems of China, 
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BISSON stated that he could not classify Si/JEDLET as being pro- 
Soviet and believed that she would not have hesitated to criticize the Soviet 
Government if she did not agree with its poUcyw He advised that he had 
never received any indication that SMEDIEY had aided the Chinese Communists 
except throiigh her favorable reports concerning their activities as reflected 
in her writings* BISSON further described SMEDIEY as an emotional individual, 
■wfaose opinions and conclusions were not based on careful study and thought* 
According to BISSCW, she is an individual ■«dio believes wholeheartedly in a 
principal and shapes her thinking and actions to suit that principal* 

A voluntary reference was made by BISSON to the newspaper publicity 
implicating SMEDIEY in the RICHARD SORGE case* He stated that he had no 
factual evidence to support his opinion, but it was his belief that the 
possibility of SMEDIEY'S operation as a Soviet a^ent was very remote and 
unlikely. He was unable to expand on this and stated that SMEDIEY had never 
inpressed him as the type of person who could, or would, engage in espionage* 

BISSON advised that he had never heard of a Chinese associate or 
acquaintance of SMEDIEY named YAP* 

The New York Times of May 8 , 1950 , carried a story to the effect 
that AGNIS SI'ffiDIEY, journalist and author, had died in a nursing home 
in England after an illness of ten days. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


In connection with the requested interview of PAUL CROUCH, 
following is set forth for the information of the Miami Office: 

l^onfidential Informant 
the %ain representative in China 


the 


] of known reliabilit y| V advised that 
of the Anti-3i!?)erialistic'^ague, whose 
American headquarters are located at 132 East 6$th Stveejb, Mew York City, 
is the chief of the American Branch, an American, Dj)^o^ENBURG, whose organ 
is called the ‘Worker's Y^orld'”* 

Informant also advised that by letter dated Jantxary 3, 1937, its 
representative in China had advised that SMEDLEY sent a letter through the 



(U) 


-‘ty 




The letter is reported to have read as follows: X_- ,_ 

and myself had a long conference here with the Ibfoscow delegation am I 
confirm my previous statement that Moscow will^o nothing for the support 
of the Chinese Red Army# Stalin is pla yingHS^e as well as in Spain - - 
he will nob support the foreign armies.- T ” I is here as representative 
of the Habarousk military authorities li^t week Vanmin arrived from 
Dmitrieff, idio stated that military amnpaition is expected soon via Ill 
and Kami# Besides that - the Urga depot has promised a certain number of 
planes but for the time being the Habatousk authorities h^e postponed their 
forwarding*“ 


of known reliability, advised on 


/[confidential InformantL__ 

April 28, 19^£jthat he had no informatim concerning SMEDIEY# 
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ADMINISmTIVE PAGE (Cont’d) 


By letter dated November 9» 19^9> the Bureau advised that| 
I reureaentatlve in the United States, x?as bging r 


An examination of the 1931 telephone directory for Bronx, New York, 
by SE | R eflects a listing for a firm of attorneys^^SieTff " 

and ISAACS, at 3^ E. 149th Street, Bro3ax, New York until 1938. Ift 
“"subsequent years, however, this listing does not appear. ThiX)Ugh a 
pretext call to the firm of Winters and Smith, Inc., 3^9 E. 1^9th Street, 
it T-jas ascertained that the firm of Smith and Isaacs formerly at 3*<-^ E. 
lk9th Street, are now located at 527 Fifth Avenue, New York City. This 
information xms^verified throu^ the current telephone directory, fr^m which 
it also appe^n^ed that the names of the attorneys were S. SIDNEYrSfCPtH and 
IRVKG A.:^AACS. 
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MIAMI 


LEAD PAGE 


b7D 


At Miami, Florida 


Will interview^ 


an informant of the Miami Office, for all / 
in formation he, may have concerning the Identity and present whereabouts . f 
of I ~1 mentioned herein, ^^ho was the addressee of a letter 


from SMEDLEY in 193?. 
I®? YORK 




At Hew York, Hew York 

Will interview the following informants o f the Wew York Office for 
all information they possess concerning SMEDT.EY; I 


b7C 


b7D 


Will review and report any further pertinent information which may 
he found in the Army Exhibits in the Sorge case which were forwarded by 
Bureau letters of April 1? and Jfey 8, 1950* 


viewed 


former 


.V 


Will report any information received from 

representative in the United States, who is presently being inter- 

^(U) 

Will interview,_ 




reportedly acquainted with SMEDLEY 


in China in the late 1930's. 


Will obtain background information on IRVIMJ A. ISAACS nad S. SIDHEY 
SMITH of the firm of SMITH AIJD ISAACS, Attorneys, of 527 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City.. 

Will consider relnteanriewlng DAVID P. BEREKBERG, 17^5 E. 7th Street 
Brooklyn, New York, after results of the Miami interview with[ 
are received. 
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CQMFIDEMTiAli INPCRMANTS 


The confidential infor mal^ a mentioned in the report of SA 
JAMES T* O'BRIEN, dated 2 5 at New York, New York, are as 

follows; (U) ■ “ 


b2 

b7D 


b7D 

b7C 


b2 

b7D 


Interviewed on April 1950« by SA 

I l and the writer* 

Files of the Sec\jrity Division, U.S* 
State Department* 


1 interviewed by SA FRANK X, 


PUNT, on ^ril 28, 1950, 


. interviewed on May 12, 19^0, by SA 
]37D EDWARD F. MONAHAN. 
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is doaired t..at .'•>© Bur<i»au caKs'W'd..a " ,:t 'h.if. bvhtor be br'. ’iyht. t,> hh.r 
tontiOM of vliG fircnt handling the d:''.ed,le'.' Case. 


'v V j i:-.,v :Gt:.. .;a :iOTv Sh..v':.: u 
;-vn 'j. ,t .'AjToau p.-llc-/ hh.rt: '■ ,p 
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FROM 


SUBJECT: 
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Director, FBI 

SAC, New York 

AGNES SlM}LEY, was* 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bufile 61-6580) 


DATE: May 26, 1950 

ALL mHATION GOMINED 
HEra IS UNClASSIFiED 
nftT F 



Reference is made to my teletype of May 8, 1950, advising of 
press reports of the death of AGNES SMBDIBY in England on May 6, 1950* 

This teletype advised that a re-evalnation would be made of leads 
previously considered in connection with this case. 

With reference to SMEDLBY’S activities as a propagandist and 
apologist for the Chinese Commiuiists, a considerable amount of infoiroation 
has already been obtained and reported froa acquaintances and associates of 
SMEDLEY, as well as from her own published writings. It is felt that in 
view of her death, further efforts to obtain information concerning affiDLBY*S 
past activities along these lines would serve no useful purpose. 


T 


{ With respect to SMS>IEY'S participation in the espionage ring 

->1headed by RICHARD SCRGE in China, it is believed that a reasonably complete 
7picture of the nature and extent of her activities therein has been ob- 
1 tained from'^e Japanese Government records as supplied by the Amy 
(East Command.*) The investigation of SMEDIEY’S activities and contacts since 
her return to the United States in 1941 has been considered a possible 
source of information in connection with the pending investigation entitled , ^ J 4^1 
"The RICHARD SQRGB Casej Internal Security - R", which looks toward iden- **^7^ 
tifying certain unknown subjects irtio were members of that ring. With ' 

respect to some of these persons, it may appear that they would possibly 
possess information concerning the operation of the Sorge Ring or concerning 
the identity of as yet unidentified members of this ring.- However, it is 
felt that consideration as to the advisability of interviewing or further 
' investigating these persons in this connection should be made in the light 
of the information already appearing in the Sorge case file, rather than 
in connection with the SMEDIEY case. A copy of this letter is therefore 
i being designated for the Sorge case file in the New York Office, in order 
to direct the attention of the Agent handling the Sorge case to the possi¬ 
bility of obtaining productive leads from the SMEDIEY file. 


CCS NY 105-1329 (Chinese Communist Activities in the United States) 
NY 100-88099 (The RICHARD SORGE Case) 5 j '//- / • 


COPIES DESTROYED 

m S tlJUN 13 1962 
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[ It has previously been ascertained that in 1945 SMEDIEY was in 

I contact with the Chinese Ccsnmunist Delegates to the UN Conference at S^n. 

I Francisco* It has also been alleged that SMBDIK was .a liaison agent V. i ^ 
between the Chinese Conmunist Party and the Chinese Section of the Commu- i, 
nist party, USA, but no definite supporting facts were given to justify 
this statement* However, it would appear -Uiat in view of this allegation, 
the contacts and associates of SMEDE^ should be given consideration for 
further investigation or interview for the puipose of obtaining information 
concerning Chinese Communist activities. 


Some of these persons have already appeared in connection with 
the case entitled "Survey of Chinese Communist Activities in the United 
States} Internal Security - Ch." It is believed that the determination as h 
to further investigaiion or interview of the l^/EDLBT contacts should be 
made in relation to this investigation, rather than in the SMEDTiEY case 
itself* Therefore, a copy of this letter is being designated for the New 
York file of the Survey of Chinese Communist Activities in the United States* 


A review of the ajEDLEY file reflects that the following persons 
were contacts or associates of SMEDLBY and have not been interviewed re¬ 
garding their association with her. It is felt that in view of the facts 
as set forth above, no leads should be set forth in the SMEDIfiY case to 
interview them regarding SMKDIEY'S activities. By referring to the report 
listed after each name, the nature of each contact and identifying data 
can be obtained. 


Report of SAI I March 3> 1945> New York 

Report of SA I I June 19, 1945> Albany, 

page 4* ,_^ 


1 

Report of SA Jtme 19, 1945j 


Albany, page 
Report of SA 
page 4* , 

Report of SA 
page 4* 

Report of SA 
page 28. 
Report of SA 
page 30, 
Report of SA 
page 30. 

A._ 

June 19, 1945» Albany, 

June 19, 1945j Albany, 

June 19, 1945j Albany, 

June 19, 1945j Albany, 

J\ine 19, 1945j Albany, 


* 
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Repcjrt of SA 
page 30. 
Report of SA 
page 30. 
Report of SA 
page 31. 
Report of SA 
page 31. 
Report of SA 
page 38. 
Report of SA 
page 40. r 
Report of SA^ 
York, page - 


Report of SA 
York, page 2 
Report of SA 
York, page 3 
Report of SA 
page 3. 

Report of SA 
page 4. 

Report of SA 
page 4. 

Report of SA 
page 5. 

Report of SA 
page 5. 

Report of SA 
page 5. 

Report of SA 
page 5. 

Report of SA 
page 9. 

Report of SA 
page 9. 

Report of SA 
page 9. 

Report of SA 

page 9. I- 

Report of SA| 

New York, page 4. 


Jtine 19, 1945j Albany, 
June 19, 1945> Albany, 
June 19, 1945* Albany, 
June 19, 1945, Albany, 
June 19, 1945> Albany, 
June 19, 1945> Albany, 


September 26, 1945> New 
September 26, 1945, New 
September 26, 1945, New 
October 5, 1945> Albany, 
October 5, 1945> Albany, 
October 5, 1945# Albany, 
October 5, 1945^ Albai^, 
October 5, 1945, Albany, 
October 5, 1945, Albany, 
October 5, 1945, Albany, 
October 5, 1945, Albany, 
October 5, 1945, Albany, 
October 5, 1945, Albany, 
October 5, 1945, Albany, 
Iseptember 16, 1946, 




b7C 


b7C 
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Report of SA l _| September 16, 1946, 

New York, pa p a / ■-^—. 

Report of SA Qnaha, J\in« 

1949. '--' 

Report of SA ARTHOR 1. FUSS, Jr., June 28, 1949, 

Seattle. _ ___ 

Report of SA July 1, 1949, San 


Qnaha, J\ine 15, 


Jr», August 4j 1949, 
Jr., August 4j 1949, 


Report of SA July 1, 1949, San 

Francisco. 

Report of SA_July.1, 1949, San 

Francisco. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'BRIEN, July 18, 1949, New 
York, page 17. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'ffilEN, July 18, 1949, New 
York, page 17. 

Report of SA JAMBS T. O'ffilEW, July 18, 1949, NSw 

York, page 1?-1 

Report of SA Jr., August 4, 1949, 

Albany. b7C 

Report of SA Jr., August 4, 1949, 

Albany. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O’SIIEM, September 19, 1949, 

New York, page 1. 

Report of SA JAM^ T. O'jffilEN, September 19, 1949, 

New York, page 2. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'BRm, September 19, 1949, 

Mew York, page 3. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'SlIEN, September 19, 1949, 

New York, page 6. 

Los Angeles letter to Bureau and New York, September 22, 
1949. 

Bureau letter to New York, October 12, 1949. 

Bureau letter to New York, October 12, 1949. 

Bureau letter to New York, December 20, 1949. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'SlIEN, January 12, 1950, New 
York, page 5* 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'HIIBN, January 12, 195°, New 
York, page 7t-^-, 


Report of SA|_ 

Washington, D.G.. laage 2. 
Report of SA 

Washington, b.(;., page 4., 


January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 


- 4 - 










Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-68282 



Washington, 


Report of SA 
Washington, 
Report of Si 
Washington, 
Report of Si 
Washington, 
Report of Si 
Washington, 


Washington, D 


Report of SaI 



■n.n.- nape 2. 




p.G.. nape 5. 


p.Ca. Daere 12• 


D.C., page 13. 




).C.. nage 15. 




r.n.. nape i*)- 


D.C., page 16. 




n.n.- nape 16. 

\ ___ 


|january 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 
|january 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 


J January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 
January 24, 1950, 


J January 24, 1950, 


bVC 


Washington, 

Report of SA 
Washington, D.G., page 19. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'HilEN, MArch 22, 1950, New 
York. 

Report of SA JAMES T. 0‘ERIEN, March 22, 1950, New 
York, page 2. 

Report of SA JAMES T. 0'®IBN, March 22, 1950, Ifew 
York, page 5. 

Report of SA JAMES T, 0‘HllBN, March 22, 1950, KAw 
York, page 5. 

Report of SA JAMBS T. O'SIISN, MArch 22, 1950, New 
York, page 5. 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'HillN, March 22, 1950, New 
York, page 7. 

Report of SA JAJiEB T. O'HilEN, March 22, 1950, New 
York, page 7. 

Report of SA JAMDU T. O'BRIEN, March 22, 1950, New 
York, page 12. 
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b7C 



Report of SA JAMES T. O'HIIBW, March 22, I95O, ffew 
York, page 13 • 

Report of SA JAMES T. O'HIIEM, March 22, 1950, New 
York, page 14* 

Report of SA JAMES T. 0‘ffiIEN, March 22, 195O, New 
York, page 14« 

Report of SA JAMES T. 0‘ffiIEN, March 22, 1950, Naw 
York, page I5. 

Report of SA WING R, ANDERSON, April 27, 1950, 
Detroit. 

Report of SA WING R. ANDERSON, April 27, 1950, 
Detroit. 

Report of SA lECW 0. PRIOR, April 27, 1950, Miami. 
Report of SA LEON 0. PRIOR, April 27, 1950, Miami. 
Report of SA EDWARD R. WHELAN, April 27, 1950, New 
Haven. 

Report of SA EDWARD R. WHELAN, April 27, 1950, New 
Haven. 

Report of SA HAROLD F. DODGE, April 27, 1950, Los 
Angeles. 


Report of SA| 
Report of SA 
Report of SA 
Report of SA| 
Report of SA 
Report of SA 
Report of SA 
Report of SA| 
Report of SA 
Report of SA 
ington, D.C. 
Report of SA| 
Albany. 


April 28, 1950, Ifewark. 
April 28, 1950, Newark., „ 
April 28, 1950, Newark.^ ^ 
April 28, 1950, Newark. 
April 28, 1950, Ifewark. 
April 28, 1950, Newark. 
April 28, 1950, Newark. 
April 28, 1950, Ifewark. 
April 28, 1950, Ifewark. 
April 28, 1950, Wash- 


kpril 29, 1950, 


b7C 


The following names all appeared in the report of SA JAM^ T. 
O'BRIEN, dated April 28, 1950, at Hew York. 

ROGSl BALDWIN, page 1 
BENJAMIN MANDELL, page 5 
EARL BROWDER, page 7 


b7C 


t age 8 
, page 11 
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Detroit tel etype' of April 2 6„ 1950 to the Bureau and New York ad¬ 
vised that infoirnant had suggested the following persons as 
possible sources of information concerning SMEDLEI: 


b7C 


b7C 


New York 

(Report of this interview is contained in New York report of May 4^ 

1950.) 


recently hospitalizec 


-h r—I 

of Iminigration Service, advised that]_pas 

Lor a mental disorder.J 


'lo identifying data was supplied by the Infomant concerning this 


person, and there is no infomation in the indices of the New York Office, 
nor is he known to the New York office of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service.) 


b7C 


b7C 


(Bureau teletype of April 25. 1950 in the case entitled "OlflEN 
LATTIMORE; Espionage - R", stated that] |was not to be interviewed con¬ 

cerning LATT MORE. New York teletype of April 27, 1950 in the SMEDIEY case 
advised that | [wouldnot be intervieived unless requested by the Bureau.) 


of the New York office of Immig ration and 

Naturalization Service stated that his files reflected that_is 

presently in Chattanooga, Tennessee.) 



It is not contemplated that the above persons vail be interviewed 
concerning StlEDLEY. Those leads which it is felt mil bring this case to 
a logical conclusion are set forth in the report of SA JAMES T. O’BRIEN, 
dated May 25, 1950. 
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DATS WHSN I PBKIOO POR WHICH MADE REPORT MAOB »Y 
RIADB y I 

5/29/50 I 5/18,22/50 | 


"b7C ' 

/ahs 


TiT!.a \ 

> AGNEa SiimiEY, was, 

'■lAyoOjYYahoo,-'Yaha, Mrs®"-Si, Mrs®'- Hsi, 

OHARAOrCR OP OASt 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 

Miss'Sze 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Confidential Informant I 


of imknowi reliabi; 


c,. 


REQo REC’D.Z£_ 
RiP'I F_CKWo/Zj. 


QS./A 1 ji aaviseg tnat ne met, subject in late 1930*3 or 
• .i y \ earI^1940's in Chungking and had heard friends state 
‘ SMEDLBY was regarded as a Conununist by all who 

' ^ ^ knew her while she was in China® Infonnant knew of 

espionage activities on A 

DATE: 04-01-2005 

CLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3 (1, 6) 0 4“01“2030’ — RUG 




DETAILS: 


R U C 


AT WASHINGTON, D. 


WHERE SHOVvr Cil-.nRJ^ISE. 


I Confidential Informant 


of unknown reliabilitjj 


I n advised that he did not know AGNES .qMEP T-EY ve^ ^ 

i®8^, having only met her^ couple of times in Chungking, China in the late b 

l9'50's or early 1940'.s® Informant stated that although he did not know her 
very well, he knew of her from other pe^sens, who allegedly were well acquainted 
with the subject® The Informant further advised that AGNES SIBLEY was always 
affiliated with Chinese Communists and followed the New Fourth Route Army which 
was the Chinese Communist Army® 


d f urther stated that it was common knowledge in Chungking that 
AGNES SMEBLEY was a Communist® He advised that he had been told by many 
persons whose names he could not remamhan that AGNES SMEDIEY openly admitted 
that she was a Commvinist® As far aj knew, AGNES SMBDLEY made no attempts 
.whatsoever to conceal the fact that she' was a Communist and she also made no 
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attempts to conceal any of her activitiesj;' She op enly affiliated herself'' 
with the Communists and wrote many books which Informant has read, which 
according, to the Informant, clearly show that the subject is pro-Chinese 
Communis tV 



,_^^ther informed that although the subject openly associated 
with the 'SMnes^^Comraunists, he knew of no activities on the part of the li Ar 
subject which would indicate that she had engaged in any espionage activities. ^ 


- REFERRED UPON COMPIETIOK TO IHE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION 


“^Confidential Informant | ^vised that he actually knew very ^ /j 
little a^ilt AGNES SMEDlEY and raosc (S' his information concerning her had 
been obtained from other persons. The Informant advised that he had heard 
a great deal about AGNSS SMHDLEI from FEEDA^TEET, a former member of the 
Ccmraunist Party. Inasmuch as a review .of the files of the Washington 
Field Office reflect that FREDA UTLEY has previously been interviewed in 
connection with AGNiB SMEDLSY, |his office anticipates that no further 
interview will-be conducted wi®<Jiiss. UTIEY. 




In regard to the Chinese engineer name^^P, who is mentioned 
in the r eport of SA J. T. O'BRIEN at New York dated May 27, 1949 on the ^ 
sub.iectf d ^a s questioned as to YAP’s identity. The Informant advised ^ 
that the '’&me of TAP is not very common name and the name itself indi¬ 
cates the region of China from':which the person came. Because of the 
fact that YAP is such an uncommon name, the Infomant bel ieved that it 
is possible that he could be identical with a Chinese whoj"^ ]knew to ^ 
have been educated at the Massachusetts Institute of Technolo^, and who ' > 

formerly opaassai^ a makeshift factory across the Yangtze River from 
Chungking.' ^ Es tated that this person by the name of YAP who was ^ 

educated irfulretosaachi^etts Institute of Technology speaks and writes 
English very well, ■«j J^ ould not think of this person's full name and ^ 

also did not know fife ^f^ent whereabouts. He stated, however,. that YAP ^ 

could be identified most likely through the records of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

The stop notice which was placed with the Collector of Customs 
by letter dated April 24, 1950 has been removed by letter dated May 24, 

1950, 

For the information of the Boston:0ffice, subject is a Journalist 
and an Author, specializing in the Far East, In 1919 she was active in the 
Indian Nationalist Movement at New York'City and f|^ i.921 to 1929 she 
resided in Germany, From 1929 to 1932, and possib^,later, she was reliably 
reported to have been active as a Soviet espionage agent in Shanghai, China, 

She returned to the United States from China in approximately 1940 and left 
the United States for England November 1949» While in the United States 
she was active in the Committee for Democratic Far Eastern Policy and other 
CanmiM4at organizations devoted to Chinese Communist propaganda. A news 
artici'e' appeared in the Washington Post of May 9, 1950 bearing the dateline 
Oxford, England, May 8. This article stated that AGNES SMEDLBY died in a 
nursing home in England on May 6 , 1950, 
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ADMINISTRAnVB SEC TION 


The Now York Offio© reported In the report of SA J. T. 


0«BRIEN dated May 27. 1949 tha' 




t 




bl 


onfidenfcial Informant! 
has advisW that he believes TAP 
setts Institute of Technology 0 


lentioned above in this report, 
to H^ve been educated at the Massachu- 
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LEAD PAGE 

THE BOSTON OFFICE ; 

At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

Will check the records at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology in order to ascertain the identity of a Chinese engineer by the 
name of YAP, who attended that University, the dates of his attendance 
are not known,, All background information concerning YAP should be 
furnished the New York Officeo 
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rfiofcor, 

5.4Cj, York 

’"■■’V'liSAi ^r>-cim7t (ft.) 



Febut«l 3A/5O an4 ^ork letter to Pm ega 1/2/48 
captioned* •'■WUPKRZi | |t 

bT T‘’;'n:.;>N| IKT’^AT, CYriF rfr-t:r^ 


On 3 /^ 0 / 50 , 'IfURH?” ras ’nt«»rvi«Red at hi» n fl -e p.t 630 

F'fth Av«nu« by SA*a ’A'IIHm J, McCarthy and |_| Pis 

rwaarke relative to his tackrronnd in CoMaai^jstt wore subst'-ntiall> 'he 
same as set out In ihe reference'^' letter* 

Gl?MP83?Z* attitude »«» fjcxMjerative to » dNttrree In that was? 
rea-'onsivt to nueationa rut. to Mr, >n-t wou'ld not :ontrloute siqr 
uBSiolicited InfoiTRstion. He ejsnln.med that It ir als^ost 25 years since 
he y>as aiwo^‘! .'afc«3d with the rofswjp at ffiiva®eat jn rtiront, in whdoh T»er od 
eons? drra'-'f‘ eh;m-?e has bean r«nlL''.ed in policy, rethoda and personnel, 
“enswcorntly, h« believes th?t- Ha only noseibXe value In ec-'^ptM’** 
eseiopBre inforastlon wo-'d i-r jr'l-.tive to fumishlnR data nertainin'? to 
eld-i-Rft rcataamlst figures known -o him in Europe, Therefore, he 
stator* V ■ f.h *het» facts in nind, h« r:^uld re eillin? to cooperate with 
thP ' urs»iu In awieorlnp so*'*?- ' "'C i;-:*r.tions. 


M*Wf5Pi?z stated h-^c He »-«» s n«»Her of the (lerran Coeaumlst 
"• rty about 1916 to aH'-rC 1v2fe; Tj-r-a I 922 tc 1925, or early 1926, 

bo fsn !;r' ■'ffficlal representatiT(' ■ r -jhe •'■oalntem In OenaaQy, and as 
sx’ch, was In charge of all owbllrationa, s position which he described 
as ~r>or.a“nH» to that held by r- in the Coaimunist 

-fA. 

Hur'-ne his years 'n Gorriany, ObWFFff. explained he was 
assrH rt'r r' th •,he fSSKlPf'H, end when he 

enf^^ t-'* ec\vr try in 1934, he rrsumfd his asfocintior' this 
^T*i0t3ni on now kitowii as the yi> G'TTAT^ REGrA'GR 

r.T !'■'•■’■ tiirfr ,, f-ince th-t, ti@e, ho h^is been occupy^nv? office 
rvaro 610 Avenue (Porkoreli r r renter), helm ensfsai^sedi r»rinc; on!ly 

'■n ipr? r^-v.rpT.-rnijnsellng, 

:-:v-*yr2 asserted in h* Lrok--' ?'-;th the rowwnlat ''^rty, 

b;? b? ■’Dn”t«T‘ muscrlbod rp VsCildn ' oBraun’sia, ?!p added that 6*= -b i not 


rr~A?i' ia:.-Hao99 
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nr r.eU9r to nircetor, 

NT 65-13398 


i Hil ltant «nti-C(»nimist osltlon, *Bid es ixiefe, confcjnuod hi* 
^r^vnSBhXp - ifch many of tlwf b<pt ex* rowaimtst loiter* In furo-^i* 

Tt 3 »*y be. polntt-d owt .hat ada-tt-ed a briend- 

bMp »lth and frequent visits *vth ^T^TSlfT when letter w«b 

In Pari* 08 * political exile* of^ppry, stated that he isade trlrw to '.he 
Pnited Stetea prior te hi* entr;^ iwro ’r. ^or pemanent reBidmce, 

P.oumrwr, at .no time eere aueh trir-^ rm n fieial or wieffieial missions* 

During GtVPSfZ* per’orf ns ■‘''‘mintem repreaeatstive, he 
b(fr>r,frie *r'?j';ainted to seww de^frre ’‘■•arinus .^jaericM ConBoniat Party 

■6;r otirnprles, *11 of idho» he as^’-sr-ted vserm considered' with disdain by 
■jcrwap -f'rty lea4endiip a* ir>ee>mntH.mtn, md rrcre cf a hlndrsnce than 
s help 'he tntos««tional b»>v«: '--nt* 


'• 'Ilf in'- 

otMiPRRE aKplained *hile he was s Cm:;nterB ropreeentatlve ■ 

in char.?e qf nublleationa, the a’-wcirio method ’>8«d Vosoow in sub- 
y>dl7inc ‘'''ropaan.Coaaunlst F'^’-tlcs y.-0« cutlin-'-i a* follow*: 

He, OBNPFBZ, had perRopal 1 is!son with n ^’otaintem A ent 
at ‘hr So’i't ISi^unjr aho mould nrov-ce hi* with the neceasary .fund*, 

'These fund* were bailed by "■tiMPfPZ nd such were entered *nto theJr aocovinta 
’■-8 reoelnta fro* nwSaSL aource* such as book stores 1 nested tlarnvjfhout 
rurope* 'ills wpthodj pecorrt'nc’ to fool-nrcof, end "•..•uld 

'nly be d:'ae«9rne<i Ihrouf^ intre-pprty treachei^. Ho added that this method 
».35 usiid '“orMnuftlly aid with euc‘Css ibn ughout his tenure with the 
rcw4ptern* 

ii:'i!F':T;Z abated th^'t ^^' QO succeeded him aa '"nsilntem 

renr«»ent?j:t?.':u In 1926, find whether or no* chencts yere mnde in the pethoda 
of f'pnnclal subsidy wa*-anknewn no hlme 

«• S 3i * k ti « e 

: elafciv* bo eapionat'O artivi ies, ''■.dUH riZ was ou' ne definite 
.in hts sscertlcn nhat his trrnvp snsintained Its integrity »s a purely 
nol 'nical leadership ^^roup snd would under no circtawtanoes be ’med bor 
eso;«rr5ace otjrooae*, '-ulnted out thet he-and his aseopiates 

he very resentful of «ny jn;oh .>?jt'’mfitton slen • suA 1 inea* 
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HT to ‘ ’rector, 

65-13398 


All of he foregoing '’C'M*''/ note^ was pertln«?n’. ^o cr>ndi v,l<Hie 
e5rist)rr Itt the 'Herman Coewnanirt ^*rty 25 yRare esjo, and bocaose of his 
dlaasso* j ation fro» the T’arty, he conld not make eny steteMnte now t-ith 
any decree of ssuthcrity relgfcjfc '.0 methods vb<^6 in oreaent .. 

'"oinnnin’ sift* 


sK^nr^ (Bufile 61-6580) 




ommz st?t«d ■•hat. rtu?t viWES nHET-IM in Par-a In the 
s ;ddle tw2o*s* 2he hso ■hen p'''mr.letefi •’ s-.-rlcR o'' articl’ea »h-oh he 
trfnslitifrl -’nto German, and thr--v-'h ‘ris in‘'l'ier.oe, eeld th»?ae artl-Tfee 
tc - he I.p.ter •''? tr. we-* asai-.ned 

•'s •orres'-t'nient for the and o«t to rhlna In 1929* 

Pe ra 'd he Vnw# nothing regard-nr ‘'■1^22*?!? «<lnce thot d-ite. 


Accordln!;t to 2?^'PT fj v^as s militant rmti-foWRiurilst 

T^hen he Vnew her, and that she r ftn «n extraordinary ayntnathy for the 
eoolr r>o hfe Per Kaat. Tt la heiicf that was so 

absorbmd In her »oei»l theor'es fchrt she ras eas’ly duped and mancuvored 
•';nt:p sriy '’'tratioo evan te her mr. detrim'nt* 


..""tSB (Piiflla 10C-12A002) 

‘^mmz said thrt he* -'^rafe knn* ‘ r-'EAfD X^raE in about 1938 
or 3919? ■'•hst XPOE lived In Irank'ort, snd that they became jjuite fr’'«ndly 
■n ‘•h'S p-rrly 1920ia whan XT?nF war v-'th *he 'liST 'niff ">1 •■FfEAXH 

In ’^'rankXrt, "^t ig G0M?n'-Z< or’i.rion that lOFGE was navar a Coanaur'lst 
'■« ■et 'prr.rys, “oweipar, he may h^vc tieen a member of the iooal ’’arty in 
Oernsny. Tn • he lattw 1920*a, " OF mart fee he Fso* Feat, and the laat 
time met XRGE was In 1933 'n T'erlrin whan G ll?m stated that he 

was able tn easily diaoam from fv'PK*'' rmanrks bnt vaa at that 

tt«e the e>vist laoiona-Te rervi -c* 

U ’ <:/r-rr :'p 

Photogra ha o the fniifmin ' irdlvldwals iHere exhl’M ted to 
’ y ■ F-/ * noi^^ver, he could not dentify any or provide any Informstion 
regsr-^'nc the same* '^©se 1ndl'';-‘r sir sre persons connected ,*1tb the 
aasssslnation of IGHA'IT F' 'fSs 
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BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



VtJ T sUer to r'ireotf>r, FBT 
>rf 6^-13398 


b7C 


^iotnres of ‘he ’’ollo*-'n' IwdlvJ i’«T .b comvootorf vith .he 
’ - iitnolle Niffteork «ere also oxMbited, •> ;tb negative ref-Ttet 


b7C 


5.- V ?■ ij. * 


I .a reeonterited by ft.r«nta of this o*“f *.cr -^roBi 
t:ao to ibms in The ''utiirc, #!n«l '“onies o’" tho infonrition r«r«l ■t’od w131 
be ■■rrlfdoo 'n this file. 

MHjt.ional coMes c-v his letter to the ’Teau are belri? 
•~vrnl•*hert I'or inolueion In oppr'nr-rlate flee. 

in'd closed st« 
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• •:••■. ' ’;'" '^H'.f>'' .', ' '"■ ■ • ' '' ' ' '■ '■ ' ■' 

„( SAC, NEW YORK 

MEN lATl^KfiE, ESPI^g^liS - R RBDRTEL |IAY 3EpitE® I^ST CCNTA3NING RESULTS 
; OF INTSRVIEW WITH • DATE OF REPORT AND NAME OF AGENT ^ 

HIMITTING siili; in tktch that inpormi^cn appears, if not already incorporat^ 

■N ADVY^ THE DATE A R^^T GAN BE EXISTED. ‘ . 


IN 


SOBse*| 


ieEfii E uhclm® 


COFIES DESTROYEP 

nee APR 21 1961 

■ BMf Ifll bt;: 


mi 
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BBttartmBtti of SttBitOi 
JffBfiBrol ilitroott of SttooBflsiifton 


American Einbassy 
1, Grosvenor Square 
London, W. 1 
May 25, 1950 


f 





Director, FBI 
Washington, B. c. 


Dear Sir: 


RE: AINES SMEDLEI, was; 
INT>iRNAL SECURITT - R 


Reference ny cables dated 5/B/50 and 5/9/50, reporting that 
Subject SMEDLEI died in an Oxford Nursing Home on May 6, 1950. 


b7C 


This is to advise that Sergeant |_ | of New Scotland 

Yard has just iiiformed that their Department is in receipt of a 
report from the Oxford Po3ace indicating that Subject SMEDLEY 
died of bronchial pneumonia and acute circulatory failure foUovdng 
an operation for partial gastrectomy. No inquest was held, A 
post morteju^or^irmed the doctor's diagnosis as to the cause of 
death. (U) 

For the further information of the Bureau, there are attached 
copies of a letter dated May 7, 1950, addresse d to the Einbassy by 
b7C I I and copies of the 

Embassy's reply, dated May 17 , 1950 , r^arding Subject's death. 

Very tnily yours. 


/ JAC:CFJ 
100-306 
Enclostire 








iP 


j1 a. Cimperman' 
Legal Attache 
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To H RM^ e :< ^ ' 0 n,fral 

■ "Ujlited' States. 

Sir 


1950 


I have to %#<>Kn you of the death after a surgical operation of 
Miss Agnes SinediiSj^ of New York, an American citizen. While paying a 
short visit heroi^^o my wife and me Miss &Be<^ey suY^ered g;roatly from 
a long-standing ulcer. After examination by one -jirivate doctor 

and ty a specialii^la^ underwent an operatlffla on ThMJ*e#^ last, May 
4th in the Acland N^^ing Home, Oxford. The operati^ appeared to be 
entirely satisfactoiy but yesterday,. Satw<^y MfSr the patient^® 
condition became rapidly worse and she died at about imiitiight. 

The ‘^^epn who performed the operation has seen me to inform 
me that he prb^ees to make a complete facamihatibn belTore a certificate 
of death is issj^d. ‘ ‘ 


Yomrs fajthfiOay 


DECLASSIFIED BY 6Q2'9 0 A:LTC/BCE/M'LT'/vta 
ON 11.12.2004 . ' 


P. s. /rl,;.- 

In a letter aiddressed to my wife and to Be epeBed in the ca^s^^^^^^ 
her death Mish j^iedl^ expressed a wish to be ©ihe»atodV Acting bn t 
as an instructieii I propose to take the necessaiy iefei preliminaries 
for crenation at the Oxford Creraatorium on ^esd% or Wednesday next. 

Will you be Rood* enough to inform me as early as ppeeible if your 
office requires 0<^es of the medical certiflchies ai^erior to cremation 
and if your offit^hl assent is called for? 



(j I - ^ if O ' ' 
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234 Smedley, Agnes 
/nac 


America Enbassy 
1 Grosvfinor Square, London, W. 1 
May a^> 1950. 



The Enbag^ has received vdth ret your lettei* , 
of May 7, 19reporting the death of Miss Agnes 
anedl^ at Oij^ord on May 6, 1950. 

As it is h^cessaiy that a report be made to the 
Department oj State in Washington in the ease of an 
American citis^^ 4yi^ abroad, I am enclosing a fom 
which embodies the information required in the 
preparat^^? of a consular report of death. It would 
be appreciated if you will be good enough to ccsnplete 
this form and return it to this office, together with the death 
certificate and' the passport held by the late Miss SmedL^. 

Very trni^ yours. 


DECLASSIFIED BY 6 02 9;0 ALTC/ BCE / MLT /' vt a 
ON 11.12 2004 ■ . -v' . 


Enclosure: 


Thcmas S. Bloodworth, Jr., 
American Vice Consul, 


1. Form 


Lt'-sus*^ 


1 ^/ .- 
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OT£S 


SUBJECT: 


liR. C. E. HENNRIGHT 

T..>\ 

MR. E. M. GREGG ' Y’ 

, N 

AGNEs' SMEjJLEr, was. 
Internal Security - R 
(Bureau File #61-6580) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: June 8, 1950. 


PURPOSE ; 

To fliake the attached photostatic copy of an^ rticle appearing 
on pages 16 and 17 of the May 29, 1950 issue REPUHLIC” a part 

of the file in this matter, 

BACKGROUITO ; 

The May 29, 1950 issue of “NKJ REPUBLIC” contained an article on 
pages 16 and 17 by Harold L^^ckes entitled, "Death T Association". This 
article commented upon the recent death of Agnes Smedley and her allegedly 
unjust identification by the Ari^y as a Soviet spy. 

RECOMTIEMDATION ; 

It is suggested that thji.s photostatic copy be made a part of the 
case file in this matter to facilitate possible future reference thereto. 


Attacliment 


EMG:mal 


•BUCLOSUB® ATTAOHBST 

v- 

■» i 


^^COHOBD - 2H 
W*£XED . 28 


CONTAINED 


KUBl 

DATEJ 


ISSlFiEO 


. J 









ALL IMFORMATIOM COMTAINED 
.HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 04-0 I-2005 Bl 6029 0 AOC E CE/'MLT/'E ML 
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tel. In 1936 Germany's production of crude steel was 
only: 2.5 percent greater than that of France. In 1938 
prodiiGtioh by one German steel combine alone— 
Vereinigte Stahlwerke—was greater than 
the Gonibined production of alF the French steel mills. 

^ in two worlds 'instead of one^ the 

and political integration of Western Europe 
^ Germany's adniission to the 

Ep’t anjntegration bas^d bn reGa^tel- 
fhe economic problems of Western 
"c#n it provide the necessaiy saffegnards 
economic expansion, 
gkf would fall short in both respects, 
to the ever growing surplus of 
Europe which; in 1953; ac- 
for Europe estimates, 
more lha;nl can te e©.n- 
^ofefalQah ]|ropbsal would'h#tp 
nia^iet for Ms 
|r0a>Gurtain.rC0ntf^^,,^^Q 
ml result, r unde|r ike^ 

j^^|S^ltea >af the safegufr^^ ^#test 


Ihte^rnationar Ilii^hr Jtu- 


of fact, they hajve’been 
to the Eastelrn bloc for 
of our '’cold war" 
afep will be to demand the 


NEW REPUBLIC 

right to rearm, which will be bolstered by the argu¬ 
ments that (1) rearmament is essential to the defense 
of Western Europe and (2) greater J?roduction will 
assist in solving the growing unemployment problem. 
Since it is extremely difficult to believe that Russia will 
remain indifferent to the rearmament of the Ruhr, the 
situation is extremely dangerous and may even make 
war inevitable. 

The most important questions that arise are: Will 
the people of Europe benefit from this deal? What 
voice will labor have in the planning, distribution and 
pricing of products? How can this scheme succeed with¬ 
out a thorough overhaul of all Western European tariff 
barriers or without the abolition of currency controls? 
Mow can it work without a "payments union" plan? 
Will the decartelization program in^ Germany be the 
victim? 

What is really needed to bring about a true integra¬ 
tion-of Western Europe is a true internationalization of 
tK Rhinb basin. There is a solution, and the means to 
implement it are available: decartelize Germany as pro¬ 
vided for under Law 56 and Ordinance 78 of our Oc¬ 
cupation Statutes;' revitalize the International Ruhr Au¬ 
thority, established December 2‘8, 1948; change the 
. Schuman idea—which is actually another Franco-Ger- 



ECE, which has had ample experience in international 
economics, the responsibility for guiding the project. 
Or else it will be, as the French themselves say, Plus 
f4 change, plus c^est la meme chose. 


ilMii ft. 




"m 


M|t by association,” might there 
recent AP dispatch 
uiM'd of the death, in a aursing 
6f Miss^A'ghes Smediey, an 
; oT; Pennsylvania Quaker 

to seek asylum with a friend 
^IpOSs sfcmder ©f her bad been is- 
©oOglas MacArthur in Tokyo, thus mak- 
ingMfe^ippssliie her to earn her living in the United 
Stat^si iko had bee^^ stigmatized as a "Soviet spy who 
w^Js^ atlaigel” 

It; was falsely in February of 1949 that Miss 

Smediey had been a Soviet spy upon the Jaipanese. This 
''McCarthyism” was based upon 20-year-old files of the 
Imperial Japanese Police. The fact is that Miss Smediey 
nevef lived in Japan and knew nothing whatsoever of 
the activities of the supposed spies. She never was a spy 
for anyone; although she was always willing to give all 
the information that she had about Chinese affairs to 
American Army officers and to American Red Cro|f 


: IKielitii by AssoeiBtion 

officials. She had lived for 12 years in China, where she 
#as a special wartime correspondent for the Manchester 
Gfirndiariy as well as a field worker^for the Chinese Red 
Cross Medical Corps. 

Miss Smediey promptly denounced the charge that she 
had been a "Soviet spy" as an irresponsible lie. She chal¬ 
lenged General MacArthur to waive his immunity so 
tb^t she might sue him for libel. However physically 
brave the General may have shown himself to be on the 
field of battle, he was not brave enough, in this instance, 
to answer in court for his cowardly smear. He left it to 
Kenneth C. Roy all, who at that time was Secretary of the 
Army, to withdraw the charge, with the statement that 
it had been a ^'jaux pas.” 

Unfortunately, the Army's smearing of Miss Smediey 
as "a Soviet spy, still at large" had spread across the 
country in clamant headlines, accompanied by photo¬ 
graphs. The apologetic withdrawal of the charge by Sec¬ 
retary Royall could not undo the damage that had been 
wrought. As the New York Times said, "The case was 
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may 29 , 1950 

like plucking a fowl in a high wind—many of the feath¬ 
ers could never be gathered up again.*' As the result, 
Miss Smedley became ill. Until the MacArthur slander, 
she had supported herself by writing and lecturing. Now 
she could get no speaking engagements. She could sell 
no articles. She found that she was being avoided by ac¬ 
quaintances. It was difficult to obtain a place to live 
within her strictly limited means. Landlords told her 
that they could not rent her a room. 

In her young womanhood,. Miss Smedley had been 
arrested for her activity^ in support of a free India, but 
the charges against her were dropped. Her activities 
brought her in touch with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in 
1927. Before his recent visit to this country, Miss Smed¬ 
ley addressed two letters to Nehru in Washington. 
Nehru had tried to meet her in many parts of the world 
on occasions in the past and-the two had correspond^ at 
intervals for many years. When Nehru spoke at the Over¬ 
seas Press Club, a mutual friend of hers and the Indian 
Prime Minister's asked him why he. had answered 
neither of Miss Smedley’s letters. 

Nehru was amazed by the question, because he had re¬ 
ceived no lette-r. He thought that Miss Smedley was still 
in China. He sent word to her by this mutual friend to 
call him up'^that evening to make an apppintiment. ^hejn. 
she attempted tQ reach him, she foarid herself WlMg' 
with a man whose voice sounded strangely American. He 
falsely claimed to be Nehru's secretary. He asked Mis^ 
Smedley her name, address and telephone number. After 
she had given him this information and had told him 
that she was calling at Nehru's suggestion, her inter¬ 
locutor told her that it would be impossible for Nehru 
to see her. Miss Smedley asked for his name, and he hung 
up without giving it. Later, a member of Nehru j staf 
sent word to Miss Smedley that the Prime Minister 
would see her the following Thursday morning. Again, 
when she called up for the appointment, she was an¬ 
swered by the same American voice, which insisted that 
she could not see Nehru. 

Was this an instance of an overzealous State Depart¬ 
ment underling protecting the Prime Minister of India 
from himself, intercepting messages, taking down the 
names of callers and keeping a distinguished visitor 
from abroad under impertinent espionage? Miss Smed- 
ley did not know then, but learned later that Nehru's 
secretary was a native Indian girl. 

Barely able to subsist on a small sum advanced by the 
publisher of the book on China that she was writing, 
Miss Smedley fortunately was invited by the wife of a 
prominent British official to share her apartment in 
London during the absence of her husband on official 
duty. 

Then the State Department really became busy in 
characteristic fashion. To go to London required a pass¬ 


port. For several months the Passport Division, over 
which Mrs. Ruth B. Shipley exercises her arbitrary and 
dictatorial sway, gave her the run-around. One flimsy 
excuse for delay after another was given. To Miss Smed¬ 
ley's attorneys, whom she felt it necessary to retain al¬ 
though she could ill afford it, the Division charged pri¬ 
vately that Miss Smedley was a Communist. This also 
was an invention. Even so, known Communists have been 
given passports. There is nothing in the law denying the 
right of a Communist to a passport. This was only one 
more occasion for Mrs. Shipley to show that her iron- 
fisted governance of her office is one of arbitrary whim 
and prejudice. Her superiors will admit this privately, 
but they humor herjis an unwise parent sometimes does a 
spoiled child. It also seems that, months after Secretary 
Royall had withdrawn the MacArthur smear as a 
paSy* the Passport Division continued to quote the 
libelous charge. Finally, a passport was issued, but only 
after great pressure had been brought to bear. It was 
unduly limited, both as to time and as to the countries 
which Miss Smedley might visit. 

U aitYone should ever write a book under the title 
*'Poor Girls Who Became Famous," Agnes Smedley 
would have to be included. She was the daughter of an 
; ©Id-Iine, bykt gmr, A-me^an family. We^r fath^^ 
itiheraht miner and her niother a i[x)ardifig-hou$e cook. 
She worked variously as a waitress, tobacco stripper, book 
agent, and stenographer, while squeezing in a year at a 
normal school in Arizona. Jn large measure she was self- 
educated, although over a number of years she had 
snatches of study at th'e University of California, New 
York University night, school and the University of 
Berlin. Against this background, by indomitable effort 
and native ability, she developed into a well-known cor¬ 
respondent of world-renowned newspapers. She wrote 
notable magazine articles and books' that were widely 
read. She became a much sought-for speaker on the lec¬ 
ture platform and the time was to come when she found 
herself teaching English to university students. 

Now the object of General MacArthur’s slanderous 
charge and of Mrs. Shipley’s ill-nature and doubtful of¬ 
ficial manners is dead. I do not know the immediate cause 
of her death, but I do know that this outstanding Ameri¬ 
can and champion of the underdog was a baffled and 
distraught woman when, nearing the age of sixty, she 
found herself deprived of the means of making a living 
in her own country. Her health did hot improve during 
the period when she was arbitrarily denied the right to 
go to a more hospitable land where she could live free 
of the shadow of a mendacious charge that was, natu¬ 
rally, highly distasteful to a loyal American. May this 
distinguished, unjustly maligned woman, now dead in 
a foreign land, be permitted to rest in peace. 

« HAROLD L. ICKES 
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: DliJECTOR, FBI . 


m • UNITED 



GOVERNMENT 


k.‘. ^ixne 8 , 1950 


FROM > ; SAC, SM FRANCISCO AMSD 

SUBJECT: AOJES was., 

INTERNAL SECURIK - R 
(Bufile 61-6580) 

Enclosed herewith for Seattle are two copies of the report of 
SA JiiilES T. O'BRIE N, dated S/2S/S 0. at Mew York, which sets forth a lead for 
Miami to interview^ 


to interview^ 


By le tter to the Bureau, dated 5/31/50, Miami requested this office 
[ inasmuch as he has recently been in California. 

Officials of the Immigration and Natu ralization Service . San 


Francisco, have advised that left Los Angeles| 

Washington, where he ivill testily ror that service. 


ror Seattle, 


Seattle is requested to locate |_[through the local I&NS 

office and to interview him as requested in the enclosed report. New York is 
origin. RUG . 


KGTsDVB 

100-25290 

cc: Seattle (End.)(MSB) 

New York (100-68282) (MSB) 


^ V,. 
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SUBJECT; 


MR, C, E. HENNRICH 


MR. E, M. GBEGG^f 

AGNE^^MEDLEY, was. 
Internal Security - ^ 
(Bufile #61-6580) 


DATE: 


June 8f 1950 


Tol8on_ 
Ladd_ 


Clegg_ 

01avln_ 


HJRPOSE; 

b7C per FBI To incorporate in the individual case files on Agnes Sinedley 
anu Gunther Stein information set forth in a memorandum from the 
Department of the Apnv dated May 12^ 1950, in the case entitled, 

h 


NlCh0l8_ 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Mohr_ 


Tele. Room_ 
Neaee_ 


Qaiady_ 


was, et alj Espionage-C”< 


BACKGROUND! 


Referral/Consult 


■w 


RECOMMENDATIONs 




It is suggested that the above be made a part of the case files on 
Agnes Smedley and Gunther Stein to facilitate possible future reference thereto. 


Attachment 
cc - 100-355214 


EMGsmal 
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TE: [J4-[Jl™ELlLlb 

ASSIFIED BY 602 9 0 JiTJC BCE/MLT/EHL 
CLAS SIE‘Y ON Y' 25X 3.3 (1, 6) 0 4” 01™2 0: 




Office Mem^andum • umr^ STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIBEC!K)S, IBl 


ir^TiAl 

, DATE: June 15, 1950 

ALL JPJFORIV^ATIOM COPJTAWEB 
HFPEiW M’''OIASSIFIEO EXCE^ 
WHERE SHOWHOTHERVl^ 


: GUy HOTm, SAG, mSHINGTON PIELD ir.ioLASSIFlEO EXCE^ 

SUBJECT: WAS WHER| SHO^^OTEg Ryi^ 

iiwmM. sicmiTY-s 

(Bufile 61“65S0) RtaSMfflW ZZ ^ 

_M2JMI0IW bVC 

Rerep Special Agent I dated May 29, 1^50, at Washing‘'uu, 

Do Co which sets out a lead for the Boston Office to check the records at the J 
tlassachusetts Institute of Technology in order to ascertain the identity of a 
Chinese engineer hy the name of YJff who attended that university, " 

_ In the above reiaortl __ 

ry aavisea C- 

that he "believed that YAP was possibly identical with a Chinese engineer ivhom he 
believed attended MIT, 














Xnasmach as there is no further investigation to he conducted hy 
this office 0 this case is being considered HJCo 
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UNITED ST^ES GOVERNMENT 


TO s 

I 

FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Director, SDI 
SAC, New York 

o 

AGNES SMEDLEY was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau file 61-6580) 


DATE: 

June l6, 1950 


Rebulet dated 11, 1950 in above-captioned case wherein informa¬ 
tion vras set forth that^ the subject died March 6, 1950 at Oxford, England. 


This is to advise that the Security Index Card fig" AGNE^BMEDLEY 
maintained at the Nev^ York Office has been destroyed. <0 

The above information is being brought to the Bread’s attention 
so that its records can be kept up to date. ^ 


iri 

r> 


to 
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UNITED. STiCraS GOVERNMENT 



■fo • Director^ FBI 

FROM : SAC, New Haven 

/V 

SUBJECT: AGNES. SIHEDLEY, was 

INTERNAL. SECURITI (R) 
Bufile 61-6580 


DATE: 


6-19-50 


Re Butte letter to Director l6th i nstant, in which cer tain information 

] The Butte Of fice 


b7C 


set forth which was furnished by a,_ 

suggested that con sideration be given to interviewing[ 


1 to more fu lly develop the information given by^ 


Ific 

1 at 


] 


unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 

JFSsM 
100-10666 

CCS Butte (105-118) 

New York (100-68282 


Jwill not be interviewed by the New Haven Office 










■‘atayecl in at; a nms correspondent; jL'd t5ie 

pfO'Seotioa cS /liasrican pasarort. The ^mrd''r gangs*of 
«iaf; I'kIO 11m 5?ang kert on mn'-Mini^. Iier, ho'ws’rer^ 

. Si i";*n:y' r-^suSssil oii® tfiis ^working far Eovi'^t F.ar;ala« * 

The ri-'jxdsrad ns v!:tltJa,H '0 service in tie 30-cnl''8d 1 | caee.> 
That fvip-osned 5s 1937 or *28, when n. Cordnt'^rs sgent of 
’ olish dcsaaa* xr'.s caught h^f fhiang Kai—'‘hek*^ police* It 
rp-!-3 clsiracc! tir:t tVa person in <"uent''on t«>B connecting 
r'5'.ii' heti^eo'- t-c noveraent in phen"";^! and tha F.ed 

-‘^rt-.sizv- , .. "hri'; iii-ttae •.*’* ‘n^t-rtct'i- .■'' ^arlin to 

atvrtr 'Ois-l:. rise' preta; ari rir-aias', er paigr. .P'. './rder to 
a *traua ■./ioa'^ name w " "lot in for 

i’ros tlit) '‘''0.17,1 li-'irr-a Fa-'ly ve sas t t'"o jsaa 

i.. ■ V.^ .i-. O i- .Or’'. --: '‘.i • C*-4 I L i'e :;7er0 

aot aufcloriiSOiS to ixm that Jiaea, hewavor, until the Coalatern 
aade tho a^,a3saati' ar.i'ai'sgo-^ciita that tl;© nn 'e ni a T'wiss 
noamiTdat i j e. iud he ^I3ed and openly mentioned* 

iigaea iaedl^ ‘£p3__^ first reliahlo person rho w'B ahle to 
ascertain nfaar^ f I 'wao inprisonei, how he m-' treated, 

and trat: tc ‘iio lone in order to oht-'in .>j stay ef aa 
exectttio::. ordHP an.:! to 'Ida ndequate •'-e.fense, la such cases 
she ■aorkscl dir;pl:yiiig e ipiri'i of sel,'’ sacrif;lcr;, 3fce al’eaya 
1 * 1 x 0 o,-. tr.:OS0 fanatics 'ifho tf;'! th -3 g'J::xsl.an 
stateiaaixt.” nt t-Laii'' i'ace value and considered •i'’’;"-r. atich’ll.engablB* 
She s'&arts-": a'.: a t:3;;C!liax’ In 'ls;«as, in the iaid,xt ai a'hjoct 
poverty* Ctia ci;?;;-;'--- of Coir-iffiisu and tha.t of Kussift be:”"rija her 
greataat hope Sq life* h e woi'ked for little money under all 
eoaditlPixs, 'eava.' x'^ialiaing sossthixxg' a changing in th.e 


i. r*Oi "Xi-To 

soxil-iticn'xl 


iro:’ a,he always ixanaged to mollptain this nn- 


!teli,n and hor.co's, Jr vhen I 


iffeS? Iiist in t;.:o IcLel f infills .in NV?;- York .‘xhe rtilJ a stiape 

tc. do dsngerots i » »'C’. i-i-O > »■ s ■u-siitia.!. -fccnl;' TftJioul Baking eKj’ f;iY;stlons* 


tJoit his 
^ lied 


Xji u’at::'jitv.ing xtu''. othot* Ini’ormtion I 
name I’emsin coiifideiSciril .iinc! nhere sot fortH^ 
te hit; by temv-oriiry lxif'or,‘:tan!.' '-yr! ol* 'C a n / 


_|h-:;i requested 
Ol'OUlcI, Ik 
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AGNErSfffiDLEY 


PURPOSE 


INTERNAL SEC 





Toleon_ 

Lad<l 


Clegg_ 


i\J i A A f 


P ti J < ^ / / Nichole_. 

] tkA ^ t O d I :^^y/7T 


To place in the appropriate f iles informat^n obtained from 

who operated pesfiodically in 


] This informatioii was furnished to 


b7C 

b7D 


the United States from! 
the Bureau bv letter from the Legal Attache in Paris dated Marc h 15o 

Internal Security 


1950s, Res 


Rj and represents 


answers to specific questions which were previously set forth in a 
questionn aire prepared at the Bureau and foiniya rded to the Legal Attache 
in Pariso| 


DETAILS 



(U) 



It should be noted that 


is an informant of representatives 
]and has 


b7C 


T»equested that his name remain confidentialo Rentes stated that he does 
not desire to testify in any type of proceedings o ^ 


b7D / Question 8 Furnish detailed information concerni: 

and association with Agnes Smedleyo 



knowledge of 


f 


ANS\?ER« 




b7D 


.. I came to know about Agnes Smedley through her husband;, 
_„.^;4^rendranat^^^attopadhaya, an Indian^ nationalist revolution-^ 
ary'Wo TateoP’t^r'ihg 'the war) was "assassinated in the Soviet 
Uniono I was aboutyto prepare for the [ ~ 


i "Ch| 




ft 


A 

h' 


in Berlin in order to offer his services to establish good 
contacts with the "Congress Movement" in Indiao He also 
offered the help of his former wife, Agnes Smedley, who, he 
said, was very conversant with Chinese affairs and stays 
permanently in Moscow and Shanghai <. I con tacted Agnes 
Smedley in Shanghai from vdiere she sent us 


excellent reports on the political situationo Later, when 
Chiang Kai~Shek with Wiom we had direct contacts for a while,, 
turned against what was called the "left wing" of Mi»i 

Tango I received an advice from Moscow not to work witlY 
Agnes Smedley as correspondence with us might compromise! 


b7D 


ETTseas 

61=6580 






A- 


. -,v 


■103 












and endanger hero I had even to write a nasty letter to 
Agnes Smedley in order to create an appearance that she has 
split away from the anti-imperialist movemento I immediately 
realized that she was on a dangerous outpost of intelligence 
work and dropped all communications v/ith hero Neverthelessj 
she came often through Berlin travelling apparently to the 
USAo At such occasions she explained to me that she was 
"working" in actual danger of her lifso Officially she 
stayed in Shanghai as a news correspondent and had the 
protection of an American passporto The "murder gangs" of 
the right wing Kuo Min Tang kept on menacing herj howeverp 
as they realized that she was "working for Soviet Russiao " 

She rendered us valuable service in the so-called i I caseo" 

That happened in 1927 or “28 j when a Comintern agent of 
Polish descent was caught by Chiang Kai-Shek's policeo It 
was claimed that the person in question was the connecting 
link between the Communist movement in Shanghai and the Red 
Partisans in North Chinao We were instructed in Berlin to 
start a world \yide press and protest campaign in order to 
save a "trade unionist" whose name was not indicated for 
dayso From the "North China Daily News ^" w^ saw tha t the man 
had a Belgian pas^sport with the name jj M I We were 

not authorized to use that names however, until the Comintern 
made the necess„ary ar rangements that the name of a Swiss 
Co mmuni stI | could be used and openly mentio'n^'o 

Agnes SmedtCey w as the first reliable person who was able to 
ascertain where I I was imprisoned, how he was treated, 

and what was to be done in order to obtain a stay of an 
execution order and to provide adequate defenseo In such cases 
she worked displaying a spirit of self sacrificeo She always 
was, as a \Thole, one of those fanatics who took the Russian 
statements at their face value and considered them unchallengableo 
She started as a teacher in Texas, in the midst of abject 
povertyo The cause of Communism and that of Russia became her 
greatest hope in lifeo She worked for little money under all 
conditions, never realizing that something was changing in the 


Cominterno Somehow she eilways managed to maintain this un“ 
conditional belief in Stalin and MoscoWo In 193^ when I saw her 
last in the Hotel Seville in New York she still was in a shape 
to do dangerous and confidential work without asking any questions 
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By letter dated Ifey 1950, 2&-S® C* B. DOBSON, ai|.5 Connell , 
Avernts, Ifitssoula, Ifoaataiaa, oontaoted th® Butte Qffiee and re¬ 
quested that a representative of the offie@ eontaot her re^rding; 
oaptioned Subject, she bad heard was dead* 

Ifrs. DOBSON was oontaoted Sfay 2?# 1950, and was interviewed 
by SA HENRY A* BMSTIC on June 13, 1950# Mrs. DOBSON advised that 
she had learned fr<aa a newspaper ©lipping which appeared in the 
ipokane, Washington Review that captioned Subject was now de<»ased« 
BrS>® DOBSON supplied instant newspaper slipping idiidi reflected in 
0 ^®©t that the late D« 8, author, AOI® SMEDISY, died at Ojcford, 
Bag^aad, May 6, 195®, aud had willed all her pcesessions to^^nera^ 
^CHU^SIH, Cfflomander of Red Armies in China* V 


Mrs, DOBSON stated she had net SMEDLBY end was acquainted with 
associates of SMBD££Y nane d REGXNAID HXGi^D BROOHS, Sneedene X^nd^ 
ing. Palisades, RoddLaad Comtiy, New York, and had last visited ^ ^ 
them in Ifiiy, 19U9* JSr®» DOBSON related that to fey* 19to» she ana ‘ 
b7C ler husband had visited her son and hi s wife, I 

I I Conneetieut* at which time 

they also renewed their acquaintance with the BROOKS family. 


Mrs, DOBSON ah@ had lareviously become acquainted with 

RBGINAID RlCARDyBROOES through his parents and an uncle named 
GEGROE BROOKS,/all deceased* She related that BROOKS had attended 
grade and high school at Mssoula, Ifontana, some forty years ago 
and had also attended csrt schools to various foreign countries aft#* 
leaving Mssoula* According to lb’s, DOBSON, BROOKS has established 
hteelf as a prominent mral artist, being listed to Who*s Who, She 
aio© related that BROO^ is a person of considerable wealth due to 
inheritances and his own abilities, and previously lived in New York 
City before moving to Sneedens Landing Coloi^ where the following 
persons are alleged to be among his nei^bors t GERTRUDE lASIRENCE, : 
JASCSA HEIFETZ, and the mother of KATHERINE ^PBURN, 


Mrs, DOBSCE? sto'tod 
ly at that time ap; 
lOut previous noti@< 


SOmiB WSSOYE'O 

CGs ^wJ York ■, 
CO 8 New Sawa 


her son had advised her that the BROOKS ; 
appeared to b® annoyed when they were visited ; 
;i©©, althotigh they had formerly appeared to 


1 ^-iia 
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RBi ASHES SMBDIEY, Wao „■ ’ 

INTBHHAL SECURITY 

Pag© S ■ ■ 

©njoy ®spur of the Jtoxaosfe® ■visits* 

Mrs* DOBSOH stated tliat dtiring May, 19U9» sli® at th© 

BROOES homo aad she uvas let imt© tMs iiosae By a woman who appeared to 
ha'99 Been acting as the maid#. S^Bse^uently, BROOKS called this same 
iMi-^ldual into the room and introduced her to SB's* BOBSOH as ASHES 
Sli^I^Ye Mrs* DOBSQH advised that upon relating her ©s^rienoe to 
her son, he explained to fc®r the identity, of SI®>ISY* She statsd th© 
conversation idiioh she had ^th BROOKS and SI^IEY had been merely 
"shop talk" but her son ted advised her that BROOKS ted stated to him 
that he \ms very sympathetic tsith SMBDLEY and believed' she had been 
treated unfairly in i^lous prsas notices* 

Ihrs* DQBSCKJ also related that her son and his wife informed 
ter that BROOKS had spent large suing of money to aid artists from 
foreign ebuntrles to oome to America during the last war and also that the 
BROO^ were interested in the Youth @<xigress* 

Ifirs* DOBSOH advised that she was aware most of the infosmtion 
T^ch she was supplying was of a hearsay nature and indicated she did not 
actually know whether the BROO^ were in any way involved with any dis- 
loj^ groups or were just unceasciously being "used" by such people* She 
stated she felt she should report iSte information, however, regardiz^ 
what she had heard from ter son and his wifs beoanss she oonsidsred same 
to be of a suspioious sorte 

Ifirs* DQBSQR advised that her son has resided in the Bast for a 
considerable period of time and she felt he would be entirely cooperative 
in divulging irixat information he had oonoemlng the BROOKS family* She 
stated h© is employed at the Pratt'^IThitney Coapany at Bartford, Cozmeoti- 
out, as ^ experimental test engineer of new types of airplane motors* 


Inquiries rsgardiisg the DOBS(B family at Mssoula, Montazia, re« 
they have resided in that locality for a period of son» forty 
are considered to be of excellent reputation* They ted three 
c ad.litary service during World War II, all of whom were educated 
at ISoatana State Uhiversilye Caa son is presently a Major in the U* S. 
Corps* Th^ are o^isiderod to b© very loyal Americans* 


The indices of the 
is^ormant and RBOIRAIiD RICAIO} 


'were negative oonoezmizig 







^io5«n8 
tTRo TO DIRECTOR 
HEs AGUES SMEDLSY^ \7as 
INIBRML security - R 
Pag© 5 

Mrs* D(SSQR requestaS that hor aam© rsmain oanfidsatlal in 
any future inquiries ©on4uo^d in this xoatter* 

For the information of the EOw Raven Division^ the follcirlng 
is set forthi 

R©^ York l©tt©r to Washington Field dated April 18« 19$P« 
Subject as in instant caption, advised that Subject loft New^ York Cilqr 
by boat for England Noveofijer 17, 19^9* Recent newspaper articles had 
indicated Subject es^oted to return to the United States within the 
next few weeks at tdiich time she was to be subpoenaed by Idle House 
Oonittee on Uh«A 2 Beriean Activities* By teletype dated j^ril 17» 1^0^ 
the Bureau authorised a discreet baggage seeuroh upon entry* Washington 
Field was requested to place a national stop for notification of 8KD» 
IEY*S arrival wlldi the U* S* Customs Service, esq^iasising that such 
notice should be given directly to the Field Ctffice ooverizig the place 
of entry* 

The office receiving notification of expeoted entry at a 
place within its Field Division was to arrange for a discreet search 
of Subject*© baggage through the local office of the U* S* Customs* 

Her ultimate destination and travel plans were also to be ascertelhed 
and furnished the New York Office so that arrangements could be meide 
to interview her* The description ,in the same letter indicated her 
address as being in care of RICARDlBROORS, Palisades, New York* 

Also, for the infonsati«m of New Haven and New York Offices, 
the newspaper article referred t© previously in this letter, further 
stated that a U* S* Amy report from Tohyo in February, I9ti9» named 
SMSJDLBY, a writer on Far East subjects, as "a spy and agent of the 
Soviet Government**' It also stated that SMDHBY denied the accusation 
and later the Asrmy had said it had no proof to back up the charge* 

at e^asideration given to interviewing 
Connecticut, by the New Haven Division in 
ordor to more fid-ly develop and veri^ the ix^ormtion given by Sfrs* 

C« §* DOBSON to the Butte Office* 

Issasmuok as there appears to> be. n© further investigation to 
be conducted within the Butt© Division, this matter is being RUC*D* 
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iDMINISTBAril/E laPOET 


lunable to furaish information regarding 
the identity of DAVE BEi^MBURG. 


DETAIISg 




AT LOS ANGELA. CALIFORMIA 


b7D temporarily residing at _ Los 

AiigBxes, was interviewed by the writer a^ SA H« RAilLIMS OVERTON on June 15# 

1950 for information relating to DABStEEMnBUEG. 

advised that|,_ , ~ 

of the Anti-LApcixcLLisi/ xieague in late and served as a member 

of its National Board until January of 1930. 

b7D I_stated that during this period he did not recall anyone 

line name of DAVE BEEENBURG being associated with the Anti—Lnperialist League. 
Informant stated^ however, that it would have been possi ble for B ERENBURG to 
have been a member of the Board without his knowing him. I I stated that 

BERE29BUEG could not have been a ^national figure®* without his having some 
knowledge regairiing him - at least under the name of BERENBURG. 
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b7D 
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advised that he knew of no one 157 the name of DAVE BSJffilNBURG 
who was associated with the Rand School of Social Science* 




stated that he would be in New York on 



to appear 

as a witness in csonnection with hearings being heJ 

La by the imnagra^ion 


and Naturalization Service and that he would be in New York for a period of 
approximately two weeks* He advised that if the New York Office desired to 
question him further regarding the Anti-Imperialist League and individuals 
associated with this organization^ he would be glad to furnish this information 
to.the New Yopk Office* 
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CT YOBK DIVISION 

At New York, N> Y . t t5ill if deemed pertinent interview 
for further infoimation regarding the Anti-Imperialist League* 
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Heporb of SA JAM^ To O’BRIEW, Hew York, 5/25/50 
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I I I st^plied references 

b7C p^iodicals and reports reflecting pro-C*B!amist 

' •y ^tivity mx iiie p^t of S MEDI®I» jVji informant, liio ■was 
a '' I ~] ia Enr#pe and at •ne tisie 

r f ~f 'to the US, ad'vised that, as a 

' " CP f-gnet ioBary# he receive d reports from SMEDLEY in 

Shanghai I ~1 but a shert time later re« 

r J c /A orders from Moscow not t« ■work ■wi'lii SIEDLEI sinee 

' ^ correspondence with this infonsant night endanger h«r« 

'C ‘ ^ ^ '■ ^ ^ SMEDEEI s^feated to "fehis informant, ea a ■visit to Berlin, 
v y/; -S ?- that she "was "working in danger of her life®« Informant 

.- stated "ihat he last sai7 SMEDLET in Ml in 193^ and she wa 

/' ' at that time disposed to do "dangero'as and confidential 

■work wi'tsheiit ae^cing ar^ questiens'-* Jt) u 
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max''' 

:fv rc:v ^; 
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pien xorK uxw* 

ms :im,er^ 

viewea 
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>u. mr tSDGCiai. Aeents 




stated tha 

t he had 


DE'irJISs 


no personal JoMwledge ef AGUES SMEDLET, but he made available an inde:^ ef 
pubiieatiens in -which SMHSLIT was ia©nti:iiaads These referenees are set forth 
as feUewss 

" AGKSS SMEDLET v '- 

' ' • ' . , V 

•j ■" 3 '' . •'' ' Sponsor' of the Committee for a Bemeeratic Far Eastern 


Sponsor' of the Committee for a Bemeeratic Far Easter*. 
Pelicjr, Program January 23 « 25, 19l;8e 
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Book Union Contributor, Appendix IX, 591, Skidmore Colleg®a 

Civil Rights Congress -=• Signer of Statement Defending 
CoEsamist Party^ ''Daily Worker”, 1^/16/47, Pag® 2© 

Committee for a Democratic Par Eastern Policy »— Inter¬ 
viewed by ARTHUR QAETH of IICA, tDaily Worker”, Ij/t/UB, Pag© 6« 

Sponsor — Dinner to WALLACE, Program September 12, 19it9® 

Signer of Open Letter to Congress, August 21, 1949, from 
Continuations Committee of the Conference on Peaceful 
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact® 

Cited favorably by International Union of Revolutionary 
Writers, Appendix H, 968, Skictoore Cellege® 

Sponsor of National Comeil of the Ar'ts, Sciences and 
Professions, Program March 25 '=• 2?, 1949i8. 

Panel Member ©f Bill of Rights Conference, Program of 
July 16 « 17, 1949® 

Centributor to "Par East Spotlight”, March 1949, Page 3« 

Sponsor •£ Committee for a Free Political Advocacy, Press 
Release, February 11, 1949« 

Member of Committee for a Free Political Advecacy, "Daily 
Worker", 2/28/49, Page 94* 

Sponsor of Committee for a Free Political Advocia^, "New 
Republic", 3/29/49, Page 32® 

"Mew Masses" Contribnter, Issue of 6/19/31j Page,12« 

"New Masses® Contributor, Issues of 5/22/34, 12/15/36, 

5/18/37, 1/4/38® 

"Partisan Review" Contributor, Appendix H, Page 1391» 

Contributer, "The Protestant", Issue of January-February 
1948, Page 10@ 

Mentioned in Magazine, "Plain Talk", of lay 1948 as Re« 
eruiting Agent for Soviet Spy Ring* 
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Bfember, Writers for WALLACE^ "New York Star"j, Issue of 

10/21/U8j Page 20, 

Member^ Young Commiaaist League, California YCL Yearbook, 
1937 $ Page 3ile ’ 

Denounced HARTLEY Committee, "DE News", l/l/ij.9» 

The following is a documentation of the above*=fflentioned 
organizations and publications; 

The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist newspaper. 

The Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, tiie 
Civil Rights Congress, and the Young Coiamtinist League, were cited as "Communist" 
by the Attorney General of the United States in letters to the Loyalty Review 
Board# 

The "Far East Spotlight” is a publication of the Committee 
for a Donoeratic Far Eastern Policy® 

Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE stated that "New Masses" 

■ivas a "Communist, periodical" as reported in the Congressional Record Septemt^ 
ber 2ii., 19it2* , 

The Book Union was cited as a distributor of Communist 
literature on Iferch 29, 19hh$ by the Special Committee on Un°j?jiierican Activi¬ 
ties, and that Committee also reported at that time that the "Pretestant 
Digest" (later Imown as "The Protestant") was a magazine which had faithftOJy 
propagated the Communist Party line under the guise of being a religious 
journal® 

l^onfidential Infomant| | of known reliability, advised \ 

that on about August 12, 19 h9^ a fona letter was sent out by the Conference ^ 
on Peaceful Alternatives to°* ^e Atl antic Pact, 331 East 70th Street, Nex? York ^ 
Cityp ^Confidential Informant) [fsaid this form letter was signed by eight 
profes^onal people, and it szatea that they had joined their efforts in th^\ 
preparation of the enclosed open letter to all members of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives to urge them to vote against the TRUMAN proposed 
arms program for the Atlantic Pact# 

Confidential Informant >f known reliability, stated 

that ABBOTT^IMON, National Field Director or une National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship, which was cited by the Attorney General of the United States 
as "Comm\mist"« was active in the formation andL org^ization of, the Committee 
for Peaceful /ilternatives to the Atlantic Pacto^^j^ /nj 
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wr 100-68282 ^ 

Confidential Informant of unknown reliabilityj ad>“ 

vised that the International Union of RevoxS'EIonary l^riters;, New York^, was 
an organization which received financial aid from the AMTORG TRADING CORPORA 
TIONp official purchasi^ agency of the Soviet Union, dtiring the fiscal year 
ending June 30j 1937®)^^ (U) 


advised 


both of known re- 


^ [Confidential Informants |_| both of known re- Jff 

liabilitygjadvised felat the Progressive Citizens of America was brought into/ 
existence through an amalgamation of the Independent Citizens Committee of 
the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the National Citizens Political Action 
Coiamittee, in December 19^6* The IGGASP, although losing i ts identity ^ rough 
the amalgamation, has, according tofConfidential Informants | |» 7since 

the dissolution of the PCA, again assumed an independent identity as the 
National Comeil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, to ishich many prominent 
artists, scientists, and other professional persons, belong* In view of the 
^act that f.hp. is a successor to the ICGAS 'P^ it will be noted ■^at 

[ 1 , 1 ■‘Confidential Informant \ of known reliability^ st^ed ^ 

uhat the Initial discussion concerning the IG CASP to ok place i n tt^office \ 


of the ’*Daily Werker'^ 
of the New York State 


r Confidential Infoiman-i:j_ 
Jommittee of the Communis 


■mer member of the CcsKruiiist Party National Coamitteej 
Communists active in the cultural field, were a mong .1 


J of known reliability,/ st; 

_ASP to ok place i n tl^off: 
stated that | 

st Partyi AL EXANDSR?tTRAGHTBNBiE 




tne meeting^t At this meeting, 
that the full strength of the ' 
being utilize d and that he liras 
be handled byl 


pong 

.tinose pi 

resenn a. 


Padvised 



rett ing up a Cultural Committee which was to 


stated that! 


would be a good 


choice since 
for many years, 


>een associated, with the viewpoint of the Communist Party 


|]Confidential Informant! of known r^iability£yadvise(^ 
that plans for the Committee for a Free Poiiuical Advocacy, a Communist Part^ 
front to defend the "twelve Communist leaders", did not progress beyond the 
organising stage because its Chairman was unable to obtain adequate financialN^ 
and moral support« fConfi dential Informant] (stated that the individual who - 
I j turned his attention to the Bill of Rights Conference 

mentioned previously, which was a major project of the Coamunist Party and was 
to be held jTjQy 16-17, in New York City® This conference, according 

to|^onfidential Informant] |7was scheduled to include such subjects as "Our 
Ri^t to Speak Crit^ally or the Governmen t" and "Oxir Right to Assemble in 
Political Parties"® [Confidential InformantI [said that an analysis of the ( 
twelve initiating sponsors of the conference showed that the majority were 
educators and hi^-ranking aLerg^men not closely affiliated with "Uie Communist 
Party and its fronts® 
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jublished 



Tho '>Nsw Reptiblic” is a ireekly nevrs magazine polished I 
in New York City® Its iieadquarters are at 1^0 East U9th Street® fU) \^/<^ ^ 

[jJonfidenti^l Infczaant l | of known reliabilitj/%idy^ed\ 
on December 23g that the ‘'Partisan Review" was published by the workers ; 

Party® The Workers Party has !3cen cited by ■the Attorney General of "the Unitei 
States as "Cor-n^r-r-ist"® . , ' / / 1^') 

J IConfidentic informant of known reliabili'igr^ ad’vised 

Febr^zary 19, I9lj2^that the "Partisan Review"^ a magazine which was once , 
Coamunistic, had be'^ captur ed by three men, two of tiism being e3c=>Communists® 
^Confidential Izrformant I S tated on March ij., IShZ^that the "Partisan Review 
^7as a very liberal magazine but was not Communist ^ and -was published by the 
''three men previously mentioned, -iisho Tfiere very hostile to the Gonmxsnist Party®' 

"Plain Talk" is a monthly anti-Communist publication with 
offices located at 214,0 Madison /ivenue. Ne'er York City® Its financial backer , 
is MiFREIl-KOHIiBERG, New York City, and its editor is ISAAC DOM lEVIiJE* , 

The "New York Star" -was a New York ne-wspaper -which suc¬ 
ceeded the newspaper "PM"o The "New York Star" ceased publication January 28^ 
19i49s 

The "UB News" is the official organ of the United Electric 
Radio and !&.chine Workers of America, 11 East 5lst Street, New York City, ae<»* 
cording to the paper’s masthead® The masthead reflected further -that the 
editor is JULIU^fSEPAK® ElffiPAK, •vdio is Secretary-Treasurer of tho UERMWA, 
has been identified by LOUIS F^^BUDENZ, former editor of the "Daily Worker" ^ 
and Communist Party member until 19 as a Communist knoim as Comrade'ifjUWiPER 


l and at one time acted-as 
I' supplied tile following in- 


formation concerning SMEDIEYs |K / } 





I 


"I came ■(» know about .AGNES SMEDLEY through her husband, 
VIREtlDRANATErCHATTOPADHAYA, an Indian Nationalist revolutionary -who later 
(during the war) was assassinated in the Soviet Union®_I was about to prepare 


(which -book place in i U i’CHATTQ* came to 

me in Berlin in order to offer his services to establish gb^id contacts with 
the 'Congress Movement' in India® He also offered the help of his former 
wife, AGNES SMEDIEY, who, he said, tras very conversant -with Chinese affairs 
and stays permanently in Mosco?/ and Shanghai® I contacted AGNES SJfliDLEI in. 
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b7C 


excellent reports on the 

«Shanghais from i;7here she sentL-rath ^om had direct 

political situation* Later, rahen «left rang’ of iii© 

contacts for a tdiile, turned against nas AGNES SMEDLEI 

Kx 3 d Tiiiin Tang, I received an admce froai_i=iOS^u ^ I had even to 

as eorrospondence isrith ns might ^ create an appearance that 

wite a nasty letter to AGNIS SMEDLE? ^ movement* I immediately realized 

she has split atmy from the ®^J^~^P®J'^j^telligence 'xiork and dropped aU 
that she firas on a dangerous o-atpo£.t oi xnuex often through Berlin travel- 
communications with her* Nevertheless, s ^ _ explained to me that she 
3J.Bg appareBtly to tha. USA. At suoh Srstayed in Shanghai 

Tins >TJorking» in actual danger of her „ American passport* The 

as a news on menacing her, hc^rever, 

'murder gangs' of the right wing Kuo li-in ° . Russia'* She rendered us 

aa they raalited that sho^nas -norAanAjor S^iet^^^^ . . 


as they reeJited that she -iS;; toppened in 1927 or 

valuable service in the so-called | |Case *_ .aueht by CHBNG KAI-SHEK'S 

.28, when a Comintern ^S^^t of PoliiKyscent was ca^h^ connecting link 
police* .It was claimed tha.t the person on p^®isans in North 

between the Communist a world-wide press and protest 

China* We were instructed in Berlin ^ wL not indicated 

c^paign in order to ^re saxT that the man hati a Belgian 

for days* fjom ihe 'Nor ^ China ^g^^^thorized to use that 

passport with the name _ J, necessary arrangements that the 

pame. hoBSTsr, until tho temnodJo oplnly MUtionod, 

name of a ScTiss Communist, L- , , . was ab}e to ascertain where 

AGNES SMEDLEf was the first to be done in order 

b ras imprisoned, how he % 7 as treated, and defense* In 

to obtain a stay of an execution, order ^ self-sacrifice* She always was, 
such cases she worked f sSt^^ts. at their 

as a whole, one of those fanatics took the R^si^ s ^ teacher in 

face value tv ^^The'^cause of Communism and that of 

Texas, in the midst of abject pov yjorked for little money tinder 

Russia became her greatest hope c^ia^ging in the Comintern^ 

all conditions, never Stalin 

Somehow she always managed ^ maintain t UoteL Seville in New York, 

Tnr;as do"~us <.Btidon«.al uorA uittout aaAing 

I * . _ I) ^0 1*1^7 

any questions 9 ” 


PEN.D ING« 








/!bMINlSTR4TI?E 

I I of the New School for Social Researebp 

66 West 12th.Street^ Werr Ynrtr tms Interviewed on May 2 and 3i 1950, 

bj^pecial Agents JOHN W* COOESJ and He stated that AGNES 

SMEDIEX was '•principally a name*'. as iar as ne xs roncerned, and that he does 
not think he has had more than three minirbes conversation Trith her« He 
stated that she was never in, the IPR al-feough "Pacific Affairs" may have 
reviewed a book or article written by her® He said ths-t^ while it was true 
that ALFRED KOHLBERG had implied in his letters attacking individiaals in 
the IPR that SMEDLEI was one of the Institute’s leading TTriters, this was 
not true® 


ALFRED KOHLBERG, /I West ^7th Street. Mew York City« on 
Efey 3& 1950 a supplied to Special Agents ] | b7C 

I an undated clipping from a New York newspaper, possibly tn® 
now defvmct "New York Sun^p which is an article entitled "Anti»»CHIANG Rally , 
is Piped Down"® . The story was to the effect that ^eakers at a street rally 
of the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, while engaged in de-^ 
nouncing CHIANG KAI>=SHEK and American policy in China, had their lot!d"»speaker 
system turned off by the Police because they l^d no license® The story re¬ 
flected that among, the speakers were EU®fe R^ONNOLLY,/American Labor Party „ 
^Councilman from Manhattani AGNES SMEDL^^ au&or| MAUDS'iRDSSSLL, Executive 
Director of the Committeei and Marshal^feNQ^uU^SlANG, ^hnown as the "Christian 
General" of Chinao The Negro baritone^ PAUL- ROBESON, sang at th© rally® 


I I of Woodstock, New York, a Communist Party 

member and Organizer tm til 19hli) 'was interviewed on May 10 a 1950, by Special 
Agents I I and ULLIAM A® FLYNN, JR® | \ stated that he 

had always regarded SMEDLEY as a capable propagandist for the Red regime in 
China, but he did not know whether she was actually a menber of the Communist 
Party, USA® He recalled that, -Ebil© he was in Chicago, sometime during the 
period 1938 to 19U2, he had met SMEDEEY, and SIEDLEY at '^t time also met 
M0RRI§4CHILrs, the District Organizer for the Gssmunist Party® He recalled 


that he had last heard of S?.2EDIEY a few years prio r to the t ime of interview 
as residing at Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, New York® jj cautioned that 
he has great difficulty to avoid confusing SIEDLEY with Mim LOUISE^jSTRONG,' 
who also wrote books about China favoring the Red faction® 

^ On June 2, 1950^ 1 I was interviewed at his 

residences ! 1 New Y ork City, by Special Agents EDWIN R» 

TULLY and WILLIAM Go O'BONHSLL® I l advised that he is now a Professor at 
the Asia Institute, 7 East 70th Street, New York City® He stated that he 
Sdid not know AGNES SMEDIEY® He said the only recollection he had of SMEDIEY 


b7C 


b7C 
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MMmiSTRkTVm PAGE (Coat'd) ■ 

Tiiias that he had read in the newspapers that she had recently died* He tras 
asked if SMEDIEI had not assisted him ,directly or indirectly in leaving 
Chinao He en 5 )hatically denied that SMEIXHEr had ever rendered any assistance 
to him that he knew ahout^ and emphatically denied any acquaintance with 
SMEDIsEY or her activities* ' 






% 
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LEADS 



YORK 


Heir York 8 N. Y« 


*Will interview the foUoisdag inforaants of the Hew York 
Office fo r all infotnaation they possess concerning 
SMEDLEIs II 


^5Will review and report any further pertinent infoimtion 
which Ejay be found in the toy Exhibits in the SOR® 
case -^ich were forwarded by Bureau letters of April 17 
and May 8^ 1950© 

■Will obtain background infomation on IRVING A» ISAS3S 
and S. SIDNEY . SMITH of the firm of SMITH .& 3SMCSj 
Attorneys^ of ^2? Fifth Avenw p Hew York City® 

Will consider re^interviewing DAVID P® BEEENBERG, 

17U5 East Se'venth Street^ Brooklynp Hew York® af ter 
results of the Miami interview with] |ar© 

received© 



C*9 C"^ 








4 


% 
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Special Agent 


b2 

b7D 


COMFIDEOTIAL IWFORMMTS 

The confidential informants mentioned in the report of 
’BRIENj, New York, June 2619^0, are as follows? 

— An anorivmo-ufi source ment ioned in report of 



SA| ^ dated September 13§ 

. 1949 j. at Albany, entitlk '»0M!(;LATTIM0RE| 

' INTERNAL SSCIEITY - Rj SSPIONAOk - R». 


Confidential Informant 


an "und ercover'' member or tneT 


] Tjho >7as formerl; 




b7C 
b2 

_ mentioned in theb7D 
report of SA R. ¥* WAlL, aated August 2^, 1$^-^,.. 
at Washington, D» C», entitled ’’AMTORG TRADING 
CORPORATIONj ESPIONAGE = 


b2 

b7D 


Report dated July 1 - l5# 19ii95 entitled 
TOffiSTIC ffiTELLIGSNGE REPORT NO. ii.5’% fur¬ 
nished the New York Office by G-2, Headquarters, 
First Army, New York City® 



as mentioned in the report of SA 


dated November 26, 1948, at New York, en- 


1 


5 




] 


b7D 

b7C 


Veterans Administration, etcsj 


Tx^Tea 

LOYALTY OF UOVJiRMIENT MPLOYEES” 

Office of Naval Intelligence, New York City, as 
mentioned in the above-mentioned report of SA 
I ~l dated November 26, 1948 p 


b7C 
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(y Bureau leixer 



REFmENCEs 


Report of SA JAMES T. O'BRIEN, New York, 5/25/50* 
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sn piPiD 2^9 Qf -irie June 19^ IvSOa iccrio **?;eiwsvfeefe 9 ’’ vniieli Identified 
■£-:3 '.tssns: iitaxidl.-;;: ncist to as uu-J’eQ br iaclloi’* 
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SAC, Keif Tore 
Director. FBI 

AGHSS S^IEDLEY, ves 

INTiaaAL IKICUHITT - R 


M|!gi eglS 


IR'TS* 





By memoranduat dated Slay 5, 1950, captioned ’‘CoffluniaiBi; 

A'C 0 ATf"x • 4 ’’ ixi t:.he State Depasruirinti, Loyeity of Government Employees,'' 

'.he Kxtladelphis Office rei:or-Sea -Ixie results of intervlevs on 
and May 1, 1950 ^ 'irl-'di I I 

Dcpartraent- Ia£it:^''yoo College, Easton, Pennsylvania, 
xuaong 0 'i.l.er .infonnetion reported ao ‘tiie regnl t of these intery ievs. •yne 
Pliiladelpl 2 :la Office advised time- according to | ~ , lie 

attended & small party at the residence of I I ifae evening 

tel'ore he left for China (in tiie latter pari of April or the first part- 
of May, 1 ^ 3 )» Also in at-tendance at this party vere Roger Sherman Greea, 
deceased, I ~l Agnes Smcdley, and a new^aper 

plioiographer. During xhe cova-Ko ot Lhe evening, Agnes Smedley cr iticized 
•iio Habionali-iEt Govemwent of and praised the Conrauniat. group, She 

::n±iOc::-ed that ihe ComnuiXBai represented the real people of Chine:, and 
..hit i-'te capitailai: fona of -gCYern icat slioald he done avay w th. According 
■o l I he engaged xr. a ?.'.enl:ed argmen-^.- vith Agnes Snedlcy 

£.3 a reBh'tt of i-hese re'as'r'TB.. 

I I at-a:ctt t-hat Agnes Smedley suggested to 

1x2 ■rliE't he look up Tap Chv-Fay- a Chinese engineer, ahen he arrived 
.in China, He said that he hati s.£;i Tap Chv-Fay in China and found him 
to he definitely ”pro-Hed.’* I'e said h© vas convinced that Agnes Smedley 
abtendel the party for the purpose of ascertaining the purpose of his 
nilaslon to China. I I staued that he did not kaov if she 

t-?as aciuclly invited to the porty ot" yust dropped in of her own accord, 
tut tliat- from her actions, he v&s of the opinion that she was fairly 4 , 
wall-ac^iaEiated vixli | aad had jcea in his residence Before. 

Xc appears very passih:;.e that Tap Clnr-Fay may be ideasicai. 

'Yitli the Chinese engineer by tlie name of Tap mentioned by A^es Smedley 
? n her letter to ,15ioa»s Arthur idlsson dated February 25, 19^51 set 
forun on page S/ of the report of Special Agent James T. O’Brien dated 
:Hay 2 y, at iJev lorh. It tCiso epp :,iar;- i.ha’- he may be ideni.ical 

yitli 'ulns subject of memoranda from the San Francisco and Washington Field 
Offices dated April l4, 1950# and May 15#. ^ 1950, respectively, captioned 
■■feii Chu-Fei, was, Teh usix-rlii, Cl;u«"S^ne;y"'Tap; Intsmal Security - ft anSXi," 

ihe above informatiSia should ^b^it^ully developed, pertinent 
portions being set forth Stj the nexj;, iaVesfei^tive report submitted by 
sour office in this matter. " ’ - i / . 


cc » San if*ancisco •; 
Washington Field 

ol..658G-_ !' Q 

cc 105-12196 
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Office 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 

\>FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Boston 

r;' 

AGNES SMEDLBY, was, 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bufile 61-=.6580) 


DATE: 28, 1950 


Re Washington Field letter dated June 15, 1950, in the above- 
captioned case, 

/ Records of the Registrar's Office and the Office of the Department 
of Metallurgy, J&ssachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass,, 
lo nolJ provide any information regarding attendance at Ifessachusetts 
'Inst^aite^/di Technology, on the part of an individual by the name of 
E«RHAY^YAPo 


No further investigation is being conducted in this case and 
it is being referred upon completion to the office of origin. 


RW /J as 
100-16688 

CC 8 New York 

Washington Field 
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!)lr.«tor. FBI MAY 11950 

fB-O, Hew York 


b7C 
b7D 

Attached ^e five eopleB of tho r«^ort of _| 

dated 1 ^950 at ?few York# It i» noted there 1® eat 1370 

forth therein that an interview w ltai sithioot was oondu oted April 4, 

1950# by f'Ae dames T# O'Brien and ] 1 Ihis interview 

was rmtuasfced ly the B^dtlxaore Office and wee specifically approved by 
the Bureau in connection with Ihe oaeo entitled ” 0 rtEK lATIBiOiiS} 

EGv*IOrl&CF5 »• E**# and dealt ©a:elusiv©ly with that case# except as noted in 
iSie attached report# 

apeeifio inquiries were taade concerning the iilOHAitO BOHOB or 
f’JMS.d Inveatigeitiona# the informatioa obtaetned concerning then 

being volunteered by ihe subject# 

iXtrlag interview# aubjoot expressed himself aa willing to co¬ 
operate wilh the Bureau in fumiidiing any info nation he might have 
conoeming Soviet espionage operations in China, although he was in¬ 
clined to Ihink he had no infomatim of value# 



In order that the fOEGB ffiffiDLBY oases may be more thorou^]^ 
covered and in order to aseerlHia any further background from the sub- 
jeot# this office recorntamds that subject be reinterviewed with spec¬ 
ific reference to these matters# 

IliiB file is closed with the attached report and the future inter¬ 
view of t&e subject# if authorised, will be reported in the SOROB case# 


‘fhcs# 6 

00 100-88090 

i j-siV 

106-1247 



15 Afis JO 

71 JUL ^ 1950 
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Office M.e 


TO : Director, FBI 


ROM : SAC, New York 


-V; SUBJECT: AGNES ^MEDLEY, Was* 

INTERNAL SECURITY -- R 

Biu'ile 61-6580 


im • UNITED St 




iOVERNMENT 


DATE: September 5^ 1950 


Report dictated, "Will forvrard when transcribed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 04-04-2005 

FonuNo. 1 CLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BC^E?t>ILT/EHL ^Qr%Qfs ' <» m 

This case originated at NEV YORK DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1, 6) 0'4-0 4-203 0 HI FILE NO. 100***co282 ENC 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE . REPORT MADE BY 

MADE 


NEtr YORK 


9/8/50 8/2i;,25j 9/1,5/5C 


JAliES T« O^BRlEN 


, CHARACTER OF CASE 


AGNES SMEDLEY, ms 




INTERNAL SEGIRITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




ADMINISTRATIVE 


Background informat ion on one YAP CHTLPHAY, idio has left 
the PS. set forth» 1 


I n Information set forth concerning llr« and Mrs# 

REGINALD RIGARD BR00IS» irith.uhom SMEDLEY resided at 
<^•0^ Paldsa^es^ NY, before departure for England* ^ 


X. V 

, ■■■. d 'i/ 


letter dated June 27j. 1<»4Q. the Bureau advised that on 
o^rfpr >pril 28 a nd May 1, 1950. 1 I 

JPr I ~| Dq^artmenb, Lafayette Gellege , Eastern Penm^l- 

vania, iias interviewed in connection with another mat ter b7C 
but menfroned that he attended a parly at the residence of I ZJija 

the latter pa rt of April or the early part of May 19l*3* shortly before | 

I I left for Ghina* Also in attendance at the party were ROG^ SHEBMAN 

GKEEN (deceased)* ! ~\ AGNES SMEDLEY, and a newspaper pheto» 

grapher* Durii^ the course of the evening, SMEDLEY criticised the Nationalist ,, 
Goverment of ^hina and praised the Gommunist grotQ>« According to i I 

I he engatge d in a heated argument with SMEDLEY as a result of these remarks* 

^ ~ I also stated that SMEDLEY had suggested to hi* that he look „ 

enr'fYARiltnw^iY, a Ghinese engineer, when he arrived in China* He said that he 
had sttbse^ently met YAP CRR^AY in China and found hi* to ba definitely "prf^ed”* 

He stated that he was convinced SMEDLEY attended the party for the purpose *f 
ascertaining the nature of his aission to China* I I stated that he 

did not know if SMEDLEY was actually invited to the party or had just dropped in 
her own aecord, but that, fro* he r action s, he was of the opinion that she 
had been fairly well acquainted with! land had been in his residenw) befere* 


1 i/' y 


APPROVED AI^D 
FORWARDEDtr 




ip^AU AGErrr 

CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


5 ** Bureau (6 ]a*6580) 


-dVLf: 


INDEXED Rf. 


3 » New Xwk \\1v • . 't/ > 

5"-' /i ' .ALL IMFORMATION CONT AIMED 
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ES6 APR 25 _ x/ _ otherwise _ 
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AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, pri|Jr“f"T A| 
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Confidential Informant_ 

that one YAP GHU-PHAYj lj2 Washington Sqtiare, i\iew York City, urote a iatrer 
to the Editor of the "Daily Worker", dated September 13, 19U9* irtiich read as 
follOWsV/y JTH 


b2 


of known reliability, advised 
Wew York City, wrote a latter b7D 


"Gentlemen: 


(U) 


"Please insert the follow!^ ad on Thorsday, Friday, and 
Sunday issues, designating a blind box: 


"FOUMDRY ENQU IRER — Progressive would like to get in 
touch with an experienced foundryman for spare-time heli 
in the writing of a monograph on iron and steel foundry* 
Box ——* 


"Enclosed is a $1«00 bill* Thanks* 


On Decemb 

reliability, advised that o: 



"Yours very truly, 


YAP CHDMPHAY" 

^ 9 i 49 *^< 0 ^nfidential Informant I 1 of known 

^>4™, an employee of the Economic Develop¬ 
ment Section, Division of Ecenomic lability and Developaent, United Nations, 
was a member of a groxtp coii 5 )osed of either Communist Party members or sym.- 
pathizers at the United Nations 

^ ZlOh March 8, 1950, Confident 
reliabili^^advised that, at a luncheon 
Francisco, Ife had been introduced to a 
in the United Nations* 
concerning this man: 


(U) 


Iliformant 
?50, af 


of known 

^CA in S&nX ' 


an economic officer 
The infomant furnished the following information 


YEH came to the United States about four years ago and 
has lived in New York City since that time* Prior to coming to the United 
States, he had traveled in Europe and England*. He had mentioned being in 
the Communist Party Headquarters in Italy, and he appeared very familiar with 
Communist writers and officials throughout the world and praised these in¬ 
dividuals as well as the present Communist goverments throughout the world* 
He continuously belittled the United States Government* The informant stated 
that there was no doubt in his mind that YEH was a Chinese Communist* The 
informant stated that Y^ had mentioned that the Chinese Communists in New 
York were more active than those in San Francisco, and it was the informant's 
opinion that YEH was an important figure in the Cemmunist movement throughout 
the world* The informant subsequently furnished a personal calling card of 
this man which reflected his name as YEH CHU-PEI, Economic A^^^irs Officer, 
Uaited Nations, Lake Success, New York* - 


*^3 
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Confidential Ii^jwfeintl_| of known reliability^ advised 

that on February 27# 1950# one Dr had spoken at the California Labor 
School Extension Class held at tl^ Methodist Church on 12th and Solari Avenue# 
Pittsburgh, California* This perso n answe red the general description of Df* 


YEH given by Confidential Informant 


The informant stated that LI was 


not the Chinese speaker’s true name* This Dr* LI spoke of the recent Chinese 
revolution* He also spoke in glowing terms about Riissia and the assistance 
Russia had given the ’’People’s Revolution” in China* He described the under¬ 
ground activities of the Chinese Cwnmunists during the Japanese invasion of 
China# and covered the background of the Chinese revolution# speaking of 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK as a traitor to the ChineseRepublic and the revolutionary 
movemei^in China* He stated that he had^bfen personally acquainted with 
EDGM,J<OT01iSr as well as with Sir STAFFO^P^IPPS in England* He was also ac¬ 
quitted with: numerous well-known Chinese Communists* The informant felt 
that this Dr* LI had an extensive background in the present Chinese revolution* 
He further advised that he had overheard a conversation after the meeting 
which indicated that Dr, LI had been with the United Nations in New York for 
the past four or five years and Idiat he was returning to Chiaaa*^^^ (U) 

By letter dated May 15# 1950, the Washington Field Office 
furnished the following information: 


The files in the Central Office, Dumigration and Natinraliza- 
tion Service# under File No* A-69^i|li9# reflect the following information con¬ 
cerning CHU PEI YEH: 

By letter dated September 17 # 19U8# the Department of 
State advised the Immigr ation Service that they had received a request frcan 
the United Nations for a change in the nor>-immigrant status of a Mr* CHU PEI 
YEH* The letter stated that the State Department understood that YEH last 
entered the United States at New York City sn April 16# 19U8# and was presently 
considered to be entitled to classification under Section 3 (7) of the Dmaigra- 
tion Act of 192U as Amended# as a representative# officer# or employee of a 
designated international organization* 


The Immigration Service# by letter of December 9# 191:8# 
requested further background infonnation on YEH* In response# the State De- 
parianent forwarded a letter received by it from the United Nations Trans¬ 
portation Division, which letter was dated Janmry 6# 191:9 > which stated that 
YEH entered the United States at New York on April 16# 191:8# on a 3 (1) visa 
issued on his Chinese Official Passport No. 03610* (It is noted that this 
passport bears the same number as the passport of the YEH IHU PEI concerning 
whom information was received as set out above and who departed from the 
United States at San Francisco# California# on March 2# 1950*) The Uiri-ted 
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Nations letter reflected that the Chinese passport was issued to lEH under 
the name of CHU PHAI YAP. 

The files of the lamigration and Naturalization Service 
further reflect that one TAP-CHU-PHAI entered the United States on April 16, 
19U8* He stated that he was a citizen of China, listed his occtpation as 
Civil Service, but listed no date dr place of birth. His manifest indicated 
that his last permanent residence was in care of the Chinese Embassy in Paris, 
France, and his address in the United States would be in care of the C2iinese 
Embassy. He was traveling on Chinese Passport No. 0~36l0, which was valid 
until June 6, 19hQ» He arrived on Anril 16, 19^8, by TWA airplane NC-14499U, 
Manifest No. 6«li9-l6l71, Visa No. V-591286. 


I_I MOLLER STEAMSHIP COMPANI, 30 Bread 

Street, New York City, made available the manifest of the SS GERTRUDE MAEHSK, 
•vdxich reflected that one CHU-PEI YEH sailed from San Francisco to Hongkong, 
China, on Iferch 2, 1950. His age was indicated as k7’, nationality, Chinesej 
Passport No. 3610. 


The following information was contained on a questionnaire 
filled in by YEH on January 10, 1950, when he pxirchased his ticket: 

His^ family name was shown as YAP or YEH. His given name 
was shown as CHU-PHAY or CHU-^I. He stated he^ref^red to be known as 
lEH CHU-PEI, which, in his national tongue, He gave his date of 

birth as October 6, 1902, at Manila, P.> I. He s^ted he was a citizen of 
China, had been on vacation in the United States, and was returning to live 
permanently in China. His date of arrival in the United States was April 16, 
19l!.8, at New York City. His last residence in the United States was U2 
Washington Square South, New York City. His occupation was described as 
"Scientist and International Civil Servant". He indicated that he was 
married. He traveled on Official Chinese Passport No. 3610, issued at 
Chungking, China, on Sept^iber 29, 19iUi, valid to February 10, 1952. For 
the pru:*pose of his trip, he stated, "To visit my hcaaeland and settle scmie 
family affairs." He stated that he was connected with the United Nations. 


b7C It was noted th^t^he manifest of the SS TREIN MAERSK 

liuui/ained the name of i This individual sailed from 

New York City to Hongkong. China, on March 11, 1950. She listed her age as 
□ her nationality as Am erican. Passport No.T I S he was accaapanied 

on the trip by her child, | | old. The possibility 

exists that this woman is the wife of CHU-*PEI YEH. 


By letter dated September 8, 1950, the Washington Field 
Office was requested to place a stop witb the Central Office of the Immigratien 
and Naturalization Service for notification in the event YAP returns to the 
United States. 
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On June 13t 1950, Mrs* C. E. DOBSON, 21*5 Connell Avenue, 
Missoula, Mantana, ?ras interviewed by Special Agent HENRY A* ELASTIC* She 
advised that she had learned from a newspaper clipping that SMEDLEY had died# 

Mrs# DOBSON stated that she had SIEDLBY and was acquainted with associates 
of SMEDLEY naiaed REGINALD RICA^^I^OOKS, Sqgfdens Landing, Palisades, Rockland 
County, New York, and had last visited the BROOKS in May 191*9 • According to 
Mrs# DOBSON, BROOKS had attended grade and high school at Missoula, Montana, 
some forty years ago and had attended art schools in various coTintries after 
leaving Missoula# According to Mrs# DOBSON, he has established himself as 
a prominent mural artist and is listed in "Iho’s Hho”# She also stated that 
BROOiS is a person of considerable wealth due to inheritances and his own 
abilities, and previously lived in New York City before moving to the Sneedens 
Landing colony# His neighbors are said to be (MITRUDE LAIRENCE, the actress j 
JASCHA HEIFETZ, the violinist j and the moth er of KATHERINE HEPBURN, the 
actress# Mrs# DOBSON advised that her son,] | 

I L Connecticut, had advised her in May 19A9 that the BROOKS family b7C 

appeared to be annoyed if th^ were visited witheut previous notice, although 
they had formerly enjoyed ”spur-pof*«the-«icfflient” visits# Mrs# DOBSON stated 
that during May 19i*9 she visited at the BROOKS’ hcmie and was let into the 
house by a woman who appeared to be acting as the maid* Subsequently, BROOKS 
introduced this person to Mrs# DOBSON as AGNES SMIDLEY# Mrs# DOBSON stated 
that the conversation which she had with BROOKS and SMEDLEY had been merely 
"shop talk" but that her son had advised her that BROOKS had stated to him 
that he was very sympathetic with SMEDLEY and believed she had been treated 
tmfairly in Various press notices# Mrs# DOBSON also stated that her sen 
infomed her that BROOKS had spent large sums of money to aid artists in itvi 

foreign coiuitries to come to America during the last war and that the BROOKS [ U 1 
were interested in the "Youth Congress"* i ^ f 

^ By lette r dated July 3, 1950#^the Bureau advised that 

J ^ nfidential Informant of known reliability^had advised that SMEDLEY 
^Sd died of brenchial pneumonia and acute circuiaWy failure following an/ | ^ 
operation for partial gastrectomy# No inquest was held# A post-mortem | '] 

confirmed the doctor's diagnosis as to the cause of death# The infor mnt I | 

^ also stated thajijg at the time of her death, SMEDLEY had been visiting | | I ^ 

I ^ I Oxford, England# S I 

: --- ^^ 

The June 2, 1950, issue of the "Pacific Tribune", pub-» | | 

lished in Vancouver, British Columbia, carried a story to the effect that j| \ 

SMEDLEY had requested in her will that her plains, after cremation, be sent ;5 
to Peking, China, and that all her personalp^elongings were to be sent to 
Peking and there placed at the disposal ^^^HU iTEH, Vice«<Jhairman of the 
People's Goverment and Commander-inf-Chief■ bf the People’s Liberation Array* 

Her body was cremated at Oxford, England, on May 10, 1950# At the cremation 
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cereiaony^ I _| speaking as a representative of the BritainrOhina 

Friendship As glaciation, stated that SMBDLEI died after an operation for 
cancer of the stomach but that "persecution by the United States Government" 
had hastened her death* 


^PENDING-* 
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leads 

NEW YORK 

At New York, M. Y* 

*Will interview the following informants of the New York 
Office f or all information they possess concerni 
SMEDLEY? r 

•«Will review and report any fxa:ther pertinent information 
which be found in the Army Exhibits in the S0RC3E 
case which were forwarded by Bureau letters of April 17 
and May Qf, 1950* 

*Will obtain backgrouixi information on IRVING A* ISAACS 
and S* SIDNEY SMITH of the firm of SMITH & ISAACS, 
Attorneys, of 527 Fifth Avenue, New York City* 

•Will consider re-interviewing DAVID P* BERENBERG, 

VthS East Seventh Street, Brooklyn, New York, after 
results of the Miami interview with PAUL CROUCH are 
received* 
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COMFIDENTIAL INFORmNTS 

The confidential informants mentioned in the report of 
Special Agent JAJdES T. 0»BRIEN, New Tork> SEP 8 1950 , are as follows: 


m 


Information o btained March 8 « 19^0, by b2 
Special Agent I I 

_ '-' b7C 


Infotrmation obtaim d hy Special Agent 
I. date not available 


“•X roi 


I of San Francisco, Cal d.a» 
Information forwarded by San Francisco letter 
to the Btreau dated April lU, 1950^ in the case 
entitled «»IEH CHU-PEI, aka Yeh Tau-Peij INTERNAL / 
SECDRITY - R & CH«. 


San Francisco Informant|_| b2 

Information forwarded by San Francisco letter 
to the Bureau dated April IR, 1950, in the case b^D 
entitled »YEH CHU-PEI, aka Teh TzrHPeij INTERNAL \ 
SEGURITI - R & CH". 

The Bureau's liaison representative in London, 
England# Informtion forwarded by Bureau letter , 
of July 3, 1950» J 


REFEIiENCE: 


Report of SA JAMES T. O'BRIEN, New York, 6/26/50* 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


# t 

Ojjice NLemofdndum • united states government 


C} 


I, TO 


: C. S. Hennric 



DATE; September 27,-1950 


FROM : K. M. G-regg 


SUBJECT: AGIDilS StiS’JaLEY, was. 

II'ilSl^AL SEGUHITY _ R 


b7C 


PliRPQSE ; 

To incorporate into the case file in this matter pertinent 
information received from the interrogation of | 
v;as. 


MCKGROim: 


By memorandum dated May 15, 1950, captioned 


_ vras, , Internal Secu rity - G” the Hew York Office advised 
that during an intervievr withf 
information concerning indivia 


photographs and background 

concerning individuals previously mentioned by him had 
been presented to him for his positi ve identif ication. Among the 
individuals positively identified by | |was Agnes S medley. 


1 


BBCOmvIEin)ATlOH i 

It is suggested that the above be made a part of the case 
file in this matter for possible future reference. 


ToIson_ 

Ladd_ 

Clegg_ 

Glavln_ 

Nlchol8_ 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Mohr_ 


Tele, Room__ 

Nease_ 

Gandy_ 


b7C 


61-6580 

EMG:dpk 










STANDARD FORM NO. 64 




Office iufyi • united states government 




TO 


FROM 


Ca Hennrich 



DATE: October 83, 1950 


E, M, Gret 

O ‘ 

SUBJECT: SMEBLEY, was, 

INTERNAL S ECURITY - B 


PURPOSEi 


Tolson_ 

Udd 


Nichole^ 

Kosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Bela!ont_^ 

Itohr 


To incorporate in the case file in this 
matter pertinent information rece ivedyon 9/88/50 
through the interrogat ion 0/1 :j 


Tele. F<oom^ 

Nease_ 

Qandy 


New York City 
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SOURCE AND INFORMATION DEVELOPED: 


I q former (1938-43) maid b 7 c 
in the home o,f |. was interuiemed in 

New York on 9/88/50, Among others, I I stm-fegd 

that she had seen F.arl Browder, Gerhardt Eisler and Agnes 
Sm,edley n± \ _ I howfi. „ (100-867360-1387) 

RECOMMENDATION s 

It is recommended that the above be made a part 
of the case- file in this matter, 

61-6580 

*■ 

EMG shmb^'f^ ' 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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DETAILS: 


AIggNISIRATIVE REPORT gJBiHr.., WP 

DAVID P, BEREOTERG states he was on the staff of Rand School AW 
in New York, 1918-1922, had slight acquaintance with SMEDLEY IS 
sometime during this period. He denies any connection with the ^ 
Anti-Imperialistic League, denies seeing or hearing from SMEDLEY^ 
since she left DS the first time in early 20^8. However, 
states he was the author of a pan 5 )hlet called •‘Workers World", 
published sanetime in 1928-1932 by the Rand School. «« 


« P « 


Mr* DAVID P^^ERENBERG^ 17ii5 East Street, Brooklyn,., New Yorkl^ 
was interviewed by the writer at his place of employment, Frankliti 
High School, 18 West 89 th Street, New York City** He was 
interviewed regarding the allegation that in Janiiary, 1937, 

S!iEDLEY had sent a report on the Chinese situation to one D. 
^^iBHIENBERGj the American Head of the Anti-Imperialistic League, 
at 132 East 65 th Street, New York City* It had been stated that 
the organ of the League was a publication called wThe^^rkers^ 
World,« ' 




Mr. BERENBERG stated that he had been a member of the Socialist 
Party in the United States since 1907, and had remained in the 
Socialist Party when the left wing faction of this party lqi« 
)PIES DESTEOySUn 1918 to form the Workers Party, now known as the Conjjtoiust 
!ofjsthe USA. He stated he remained a Socialist until 19k0f 
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^ when he left the Party because of its «isolationist and pacifist attitude" 
toward the hostilities in Europe* Mr, BMBNBERG stated that from 1918 to 
1922 , he was a member of the staff of the Rand School of Social Science 
at New York Gity, On two or three occasions, he obtained the services of 
AGNES SMEDLEY for lectures on the struggle for Indian independence. This 
was the sole basis of his acquaintance with SMEDLEY. He never met her 
socially nor at Socialist Party functions. He recalled that early in the 
1920*8, after some trouble with the Police Authorities, SMEDLEY left for 
Europe* Mr. BERENBERG was positive in his statement that since that time 
and up to the time of SMEDLEY’S death, he never saw SMEDLEY or received 
or sent any communications to her. 

With reference to the Anti-Imperialistic League, he stated 
that to the best of his recollection, this was never an official Socialist 
Party organization, and he never had any connection with this organization 
either as an official or a member. He stated that he has lived most of his 
life in Brooklyn, and in lower New York, and never resided at 132 East 65th 
Street, or any similar address. 

With reference to the statement that the official organ 
of the Anti-Imperialistic League was "The Worker^ World", Mr, BERENBERG 
stated that he had written a pamphlet expounding the Socialist doctrine which 
was entitled, Workers* World", and which was published by the Rand School, 
during the period 1928-1932, He emphasized however that this was a single 
pamphlet and not a continuing publication, and had no connection with the 
Anti-Imperialistic League or any other organization except the Rand School, 

Mr, BERENBERG stated that for the past thirty years, he has 
been active as a lecturer at the Rand School and, at^ther places as a 
Socialist and has also acted as an editor of thwr"^erican Socialist ©ijarteriy 
now known as theytSAmeiriCM SocialisJ^onthly," He was also for a time, 
an editor of the publication "Th^6all", an official weekly newspaper of the 
Socialist Party, 

It will be noted that LOUIg/S'^ENZ, former Communist Party 
frinctionary, has previously advised that one BERENBERG was active in the Anti- 
Imperialistic League in approximately 1928, BDDENZ described this person as 
a large man. During the interview with Mr. DAVID P. BERENBERG, set out above, 
it was noted that he is of average height, about 
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were contacted for information regarding SMEDLEY with negative results. 

By letters dated April 17, and May 8, 19^0, the Bureau 
forwarded to the New York Office, further material regarding the Sorge Case 
prepared by the Intelligence Division of the Far East Conanand, United States 
Army, This material has been reviewed but no new pertinent information re¬ 
garding SMEDLEY was found therein. 


-PENDING - 


3 - 
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NEIIir YORK 


At New York, H. Y. 


^ Will interview the following informants of the New York 

Office for all information they possess concerning SMEDLEYr^T^^ jUj 
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* WiHobtain background information on IRYING A. ISAACS, 

and S. SimEY SMITH of the firm of SMTH & ISAACS, attorneys, 
527 Eifth Avenue, New York City. 


■a- * -K- * * * 


Report of SA JAMES T. O'BRIEN, 
New York, dated 9/8/50, 


REFERENCE 












S1.IKDLBY> AGtffiS 

1919 Associations^ >Vorld-wide (Plate) 

1927 ppxus - Hankow - link ‘‘All China Labor 
Federation 

1927 ‘‘League Against Imperialism^ - Brussels 
- Willi Muenzenberg 

1928 US and CJennan passports 

1.925 At Sixth V^orld Congress of Comintern - 
JJoscow NOTE: Sorge was Secty, to 
Bukharin at this Congress 

1928-52 Ozaki lists his espionage w/Smedley - 
Sorge 

1929 Arr, Shanghai - Corres* Frankfiirter 
Zeitung, via Berlin, a'Ioscow, Harbin, 
Mukden 

1929 Roommate Gertrude Binder 

1929 ‘'s'rote article Frankfurter Zeitung re 

suppression of OOP 

1929 Frankfurter *Zei“tung article reproduced 

^Izvestia” Moscow 

1929 Met Sorge in sur/imer - Shanghai 

1929 ^'^t Ozaki at Zeitgeist Bookstore, in¬ 

troduced by V/eidemeyer 

1929 Ozaki met Smedley; engaged in espionage 

1929 Went to Hangchow with Gertrude Bender 
and Evangelista 

1929 Ozaki :aet and visited frequently 

1929 Correspondent for “Frankfurter Zeitung“ 


1929 Took active part in organization of 
Chinese Branch of League against Im¬ 
perialism and for Colonial Liberation 

1929 Author of several novels in German and 

English; “Daughter of the Earth“ believed 
to be colored version of her own life 

1929 Arrived Shanghai IJiay 19^9 from Berlin, 
traveling via Moscow, Harbin, Miikden, 
Tientsin and Peking 

Correspondent of the "Frankfurter Zeitung" 
official organ of German Democratic Party 
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^ AGLIES (Continued) 


1929 

1929-30 

1929-32 

1929-32 


Shared room v/ith Gertrude Binder at 
Russian Boarding house, Shanghai 

Smedley active in Noulens Case 

Through Sinedley, Ozaki met Sorge 

aorge-Ozaki met 2 or 3 times a month 


] 9^-33 Knajvingly aided Sorge 

1930 Hongkong police reported Smedley house 
in Canton was raided and papers’ relat¬ 
ing to India were seized 


1930 

1930 

1930 

1930 

1930 

1930 

1930 

1930 


^mher of the Hindustan Association of 
Berlin and of the Berlin Indian Revo- 
lutionary Society 


With Sorge, Alex, Weingart, 
Klausen, Shanghai 


John, 


Paul, 


Sorge Shanghai 
of Hitlerism 


Ring member at height 


Told Ozaki his code name 

Article reproduced in "Izvestia" 
(Moscow) and again in "Shanghai Zaria" 
nought first notice of Shanghai police 

Article "Philippine Sketches" published 
in June issue of "New Masses" 

Association with Sorge 

Vouched for "Johnson" (Sorge) to Ozaki 


"Friends of USSR" and other front 
Circular #192-191+8 


s 


DA 


1930 

1930 

1930 

1930 

1930 

1930-31 


Ozaki met her in Shanghai 
Introduced Ozaki to Sorge or "Johnson" 

"Only person on whom I could depend" 
(Sorge) 

Warned Ozaki to secrecy about Sorge 

"Enlisted Smedley - made her a member 
of Comintern Hq. Staff" (Sorge) 

Ozaki noted Smedley respected Sorge 
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SMBDLEY^ 4 G-NES (Continued) 


1950-52 

TsingW^n-Szu Rd - Inter. Settlement 
(Brit. Area) 

CS 8, Tab 1 , p, 5 

1930-52 

Sorge-Ozaki met at Smedley’s 2 and 

3 times a month 

CE 8, Tab 1 , p. 5 

1930-52 

Ozaki met Sorge once a month at 

Smedley^s room , 

CE 9 » Tab p, i; 

1930-52 

Gave Ozaki reports to Sorge 

CE 19 , Tab la, p. li; 

1951 

Article in ”Rote Fahne” (Germ^ CP) 

CE 28 , p, 5 

1951 

Kawai first met Smedley 

CE 28 , Tab 2 a, p. 2 

1931 

‘sYrote out Ozaki *s report - gave to 

Sorge 

CE 19 , Tab la, p. I5 

1931 

Kawai ^accepted her as accomplice*^ 

CE 21 , Tab 2 a, p. 5 

1931 

Met Klausen; Sorge, Woidt, Paul, 
v'ieingart in Shanghai 

CE 50, Fart 2 , foil, 
P. 25 U 

1931 

Knew contents of Kawai report 

CE 21 , Tab 2 a, p. 8 

1931 

Sorge gave Kawai #100 at her house 

CE 21 , Tab 2 a, p. 11 

1931 

Harold Isaacs reported to be very 
friendly with Smedley 

G 2 Doc 35 , SMP File 
ZCS-658, p, 7 

1931 

Sent for Ozaki to meet her, Peking 

CE 8 , Tab 1 , p. 6 

1931 

Member of Committee of assistance to 
"Secretary of PPTUS" — Noulens 

G 2 Doc loll, p, 2 

1931 

Anarchistic American syndicalist well- 
knavn among radical elements in Shanghai 

G 2 Doc lOU, p. 2 

1931 

Regarded as "too important and clever a 
person" to be involved in dissemination 
of Communist Literature as the "China 

C or re s p ondence" 

G 2 Doc 92, Sf£P File 

D1791, P. U 

1931 

Believed to be author of article "Loudon 
behind the Hanghan ChiangKai Shek" in 

Red Flag (Rote -Fahne), Berlin 

G 2 Doc 10 , SJ/iP File 
Dii 718 , p. 21 

1931 

Member of the Committee for Defense of 
Noulens 

G 2 Doc 10 , SMP File 
DI^ 718 , p. 50 

1931 

Took part in campaign to release Noulens 

G 2 Doc k, Si.'iP File 
D 7298 , p. 55 

1931 

Frequently visited at the homes of Harold 
Isaacs and' Frank Glass in latter part of 

1931 

G 2 Doc 10 , S 1 , 5 P File 
DU7I8, p, 22 

1931 

Received Communist and anti-imperialist 
literature through the mail — some from 
Berlin 

Ibid, p. 22 
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1931 

1951 
1931 
1931' 

1931 

1932 
1932 

1932 

1932 

1932 

1932 

1932 

1952 

1932 

1932 

1932 


1952 

Prior 

1933 

1935 

1953 






, AGicES (Continued) 

"32 Had knowledge of all transactions 
■33 House used as meeting place 
•33 Confidante of Sorge 
"33 Cave instructions for espionage 
•33 Kawai worked under subject 
Friends USSR (link) 

Lord Ljarley -* Barbusse Mission to China 

ith Ozaki & Kawai, org» China Ring 

”Anti-har Congress** supporter, Shanghai 

Sent for, met Ozaki, Tokuo Restaurant, 
Peking 

Received several Chinese and a few 
foreign visitors at her apartment. Be¬ 
lieved tl.ese meetings were re All China 
Labor rederation 

Received report from Ozaki 

Inzportant member of All China Labor 
Federation 

Leader of the Soviet Foreign Culture 
League in Shanghai 

Ozaki recommended members to her 

Said to have been in contact v/ith John 
lx. Ivnorray in summer of 1932 

Alias Alice Bird; iirs* Petroikos 

Complimented on her book ’’The 19th Route 
Army’’ 

Lived with Anne> Samuels 

Holds both German and American passports 

Agent for 3rd International, Eastern 
Branch 

Known, to have assisted Indian seditionists 
in Shanghai during previous several years 


- 38 - 


coii 




i s 
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CE 21, Tab 2a, p* 
CE 12, p. U 
Ch 12, p, L.. 

CE 12, p, i), 

CE 12, p. k 
CE 26, foil, p, 10 
CE 28, ftnt 57, 59, 

p. 18 

CE 8 , Tab 1, p. 6 
CE 28, p, 2 
CE 7, Tab 1, p. 2 

G2 Doc 10, SliP File 
Di 4718 , p. 22 


CE 19, Tab la, p. 16 

G2 Doc 10, SMP File 
DU 718 , p. 22 

G2 Doc 6 , Si'-P File 
D3956, p. 22 + 

CE 8 , Tab 1, p, 6 

G2 Doc 10, SHP File 
Di+718, p. 12 

Ibid, p. 20 

G2 Doc 2, SIP File 
Card 

G2 Doc 65 , SIvP Files 
D2813 & DI 962 +, p, 9 

G2 Doc i+, SiiP Files 

D7298, p. 55 

G2 Doc 2, SIP File 
Card p, 1 

Ibid, p, 1 


1955 


Ibid, p, 1 


















SLEDLE Y^ AGNES (Continued) 

1935 Believed that she receives orders direct 
from LIoscow 

1933 Chief duties for Comintern to supervise 
Communist organizations among workers 

1935 Author of story called "Fall of Shangpo" 
in "International Literature" 

1933 Assvimed leadership in China Ring 

1933 Furnishes money 

1935 Left for Sanitorium at Odessa 

1933 y/rote under own name for IMV 

1953 Cr 2 Doc 30 links Smedley with Profintern, 
FEB and PPTUS 

1933 Klausen, Smedley, Sorge, •^Anna” "Alex" 
in Moscow 

1935 Smedley at Moscow Hotel. (Klausen) 


1953 Smedley^s work is believed to be carried 
on by Ida Francis Couturier Treat 

1933 Expected to greet members of the "Anti- 
War Conference" arriving in Shanghai 

1933 Shanghai representative of the anti¬ 
imperialist league publication 

1933 Ill service of Eastern Branch of the 

Central Committee of the Communist In¬ 
ternational and undertakes propagating 
of Communist doctrines and activities 
throughout the Orient 

1933 Receit^ed orders direct from Central Com¬ 
mittee of Commxmist International in Moscow 

1933 No direct connection with local Soviet 
Communists in order to cfiunouflage acti¬ 
vities 

1933 Chief duties to organize workers and 

establish Communist organizations among 
workers 

1933 Naticre of her work in Shanghai similar to 
that of Noulens 

1933 Contributed articles to the "China Weekly 
Review" 

1933 Known to be in touch with Indian sedition- 
ists in Shanghai 
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Ibid, p, 1 

G 2 Doc 2 , SMP Pile 
Card, p, 1 

G 2 Doc UO, Slff File 
D 5834 , p. 1 + 

CE 12 , p. 2 + 

CE 12 , p. k 

CE 8 , Tab 1 , p. 7 

CE 28 , p. 5 

CE 28 , ftnt 33 , p. 

12 

CE 50, Part 2 , p, 

232 

CE 30, Part 2 , foil. 

p. 232 

G 2 Doc 5 i+, SMP File 

D5555# p. 9 

G2 Doc 59, SMP File 
Dl^3S0, P. 75 

G 2 Doc 55 , SMP File 
Di+ 528 , p. 2 

G 2 DOC 10 , SMP File 
Di+ 718 , p, 20 


Ibid, p, 20 


Ibid, p. 20 


Ibid, p, 20 


Ibid, p. 20 


Ibid, p, 21 


Ibid, p, 21 
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SL 1 EDLEY, AGmS (Continued) 

1935 Applied for return visa, to leave and 
return to China, reportedly to attend 
AntiH/v‘ar Congress in i'oscow 

1935 Executive member of League for Civil 
Pwights 

1935 Friend of Irene V/eitmayer (Wiedemeyer) 

1933 Frequently visited the Zeitgeist Bookstore 

where several of her books were on sale 

1953 Edited anti-British propaganda for 

Shanghai Branch of the Indian Youth 
League, revolutionary orgaization 

1933- 3 ^ Visited Moscow, France and the US 

1935 - 3 ^ 4 - Kawai believed her ”high in China 
espionage” 

1933-314. Reported to have been in Lioscow 

1933-314 Reported to have written for Moscow- 

Daily News under name of ”l‘/ary Rogers” 

193^ Met Ozaki, Japan - enroute USA - Shanghai 


193 ^ 4 - Published her book ^China’s Red Army 
Marches” 


19314. Ozaki translated her book 

1934 Sorge advised Osaki drop contact with 


I93U 


Lived in Moscow until middle of 193 U 


I93I4.-33 Published several books including 

”China»s Red Army Marches” and "Chinese 
Destinies” 

1935 Article ”Corrupt Press of China” pub¬ 
lished in ”The Nation” 

1935 Possibility of anti-Gommunist organiza¬ 
tions adopting measures against Smedley 
(SW rpt)f 

1935 Rumored that her life vras being endangered 

1936 Thought to be Miss Si Mi Te Lu, Assis¬ 
tant of I^x Granioh 
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Ibid, p. ?2 


G 2 Doc 10 , Sl^ File 
Di; 718 , p. 22 

Ibid, p. 30 

Ibid, p, 30 


Ibid, p. 21 


G 2 Doc k, SMP File 
D729a. p. 55 

CE 21 , Tab 2 a, p. 22 


CE 28 , foil, p, 2 

G 2 Doc 2 , SI,IP File 
Card 

CE 28 , foil. p. 2 

CE 9 » TS’b 1 , Pi 7 
CE 8 , Tab 1 , pp. 2 , 7 

G 2 Doc 2 , SLIP File 
Card 

CE 28 , p. 3 
G 2 Doc 3 , SIP File 
Card 

CE 8, Tab 1, p, 7 

CE 9 » Tab 1 , p, 8 
CE 8 , Tab I, p, 7 

G 2 Doc 2 , S 1 ,P File 
Card 

G 2 Doc if. Slip File 
07298 , p. 55 


ibid, p. 55 


G 2 Doc 8 , SIP File 

D7325, p. 106 


Ibid, p« 106 
G 2 Doc hf Slip File 
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a 


1956 

1936 

1956 

1936 

1956 

1936 

1936 

1937 
1937 

1937 

1937 

1938 

1938 


I9I42 

lQl|.l-i 42 

19i|2 

I 9 h 2 

19h3 

I9U3 


3*ZiIDLEY, AGIvbiS (Continued) 

American authoress with anarcho- 
s;^nidj oalist leanings 

L^intained close touch v/ith Coramunist 
and anti-government circles in Shanghai 

Assisted Lax Granich vrith his work 


On friendly terms with C, Rankin 


Suggestion that Granich asked Sraedley 
to collaborate vath ’'Voice of China*' 

Met Chinese students in homes of V* Kolia, 
J, Spitzer and L« Lind 

Keeps close touch with Communist and anti- 
Government Circles 

Reported broadcasting from Siam radio 
station in English 

Said to be making Cormtinist propaganda 
and organizing students to aid the 
Chinese Red Array 

Made broadcasts over Siam Radio Station 
v/ith James Munro Bertram 

Talks and demonstrations of anti-Japanese 
nature by Smedlsy, James Bertram and a 
German woman vfho married a Chinese named 
Vi ong 

Reported to be in Hankow from the North 
and to have engaged in relief work among 
troops of the 8th Route Army 

In Hankow, China, 12 Jan, stated to Domei 
reporter reference her service with . 
Chinese Red forces in Shansi, "I was gen- . 
erally considered amember of the Soviet 
Staff,” 

CzakL ”3py ^Nork direct result of associa¬ 
tion with Smedley.” 

Yoshikawa, ^Sorgo named Smedley Stein” 

Sorge Ring Member 

Nakamura, M* Smedley/stein cooperated 

Hirarnatsu, I, Testimony re Smedley con¬ 
sistent 

Nakamura, T®. "Serge never changed testi¬ 
mony 


Ibid, Pp 53 


Ibid, p* 96 


G2 Doc U, SIdP File 

D 7298 , ppp 90 , 96 

G2 Doc 5, Sl^ Filo 
Card 

G2 Doc i)., SL^P File 

D7298, Pp 55 

Ibid, pp* 55, 90 


Ibid, p, 96 


G2 Doc 12, S1!IP File 
IIIA3D, p® 162 

Ibid, p, 162 


G2 Doc i|2, SMP File 
D77U7> P. 1 

Ibid, p® 5 


G2 Doc 2, SMP File 
Card 

CS 28, foil, p. 2 

CE 28, Tab 1, Plat© 
foil, p, 7 


CE 19 , Tab la, p. li| 

CE 16, Tab 3, p. 1 

CK 10, G-2 Com 

CE 16 , Tab 9, p, I; 

CE 16 , Tab 8, p, 2 

CE 11, Tab 7, p„ 2 
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StaLDLSY^ AGtiES (Continued) 
VyUl Summary of Information to MID 


1914-7 Summary of Information - covering 
Smedley’s activities in espionage 
agencies 

19148 New Leader 

1914-8 Plain Talk - Kohlberg 

I 9 I 48 Chicago Herald Tribune 

I 9 I 48 Letter to MID - re Stein/Smedley 

191+9 Important member of Chinese Comm. Party 

I 9 I +9 Yoshikawa - •’Smedley & Stein would have 
been arrested" 

191+9 Taraazawa - ’^ITould have arrested Smedley/ 
Stein" 

191 + 9 - Sorge praised Smedley's work 

I9I+9 Living witness testifies against Smedley 

I9I+9 Ohashi "Definitely a member Shanghai 
group" 

I9I+9 Documentation implicating subject 

I9I+9 Ohashi - "Would have been arrested if 
in Japan" 

I9I+9 Nakamura, M, - Smedley/Stein statements 
repeated by Sorge & Ozaki in Prelim, 

£xam, and trials also 

I 9 I +9 Kavreii "believed her a very important mem¬ 
ber" 

191+9 "Definitely a member of China Group" 

I9I+9 Following statements are contained in CE 

3, forwarded to Washington on 22 Feb 191+9+ 

Smedley introduced to Sorgej Ozaki, Wangs, 
Chuis, Chang, Lee, Shinn 

Recruited new members 

Services acquired by Sorge 

Services to Sorge "with her full know¬ 
ledge" 


CE 15 , Tab 2, pp, 
1-3 

CE 27 , Tab 15 , p, 2 
CE 15 , G-2 Com 


CE 26 , G2 Comment 
CE 26 , G2 Comment 
CE 26, G2 Comment 
CAW Files 
CE 12, p. 5 
CE 16 , Tab 5, p. 1+ 

CE 16 , Tab 1+, p. 5 

CE 12, p. 5 

CE 21, Tab 5a» P» 1 

CE 12 , p. 5 

CE 21, Tab 5a-» P« 5 

CE 12, G2 Com, p, 2 
CE 21, Tab 5a, p. 2 

CE 16 , Tab 9, p. 1+ 

CE 21, Tab 2a, p. 11 
CE 21, Tab 5a, p. 5 


CE 5, Tab 1, pp, 1, 
2 

CE 5, Tab 1, p, 1 
CE 3, Tab 1, p, 1 
CE 3» Tab 1, p, 2 
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SI.SDLSY, AGIjES (Continued) 

Smedley selected Ozaki for China Policy 

Kito rated high Communist to Sorge by 
Smedley 

Chinese members and Sorge met at Smedley's 
house 

19i|.9 Present, most times Sorge met agents ■ 

Furnished information American/Shanghai 
Policy 

Information procured, "particularly from 
Smedley" forwarded to koscow 

Llet Anna Klausen in koscow 

19i;9 Following statements are contained in 

CS 6, forwarded to vVashington on l6 Apr 

kSi 

Smedley introduced new members 
American born, failed to viarn USA 

1 9 1 4.9 Following statements are contained in 
CB 8, forvmrded to Washington on 21 Apr 
i+9: 

V'J'ith Ozaki, aided Noulens 

"Through her Ozaki met Sorge" 

Called Ozaki back to China 

Told Ozaki to "keep quiet" about "Johnson" 

Introduced Ozaki to Sorge at her home 

Ozaki names Smedley in Sorge China Group 

Gave Sino-American & Kimmerer info to 
Sorge 

1914.9 Following statements are contained, in 
CS 10, forwarded to V/ashington on 28 Apr 
U9» 

Peking period (1932-35) 

Engaged in espionage 

Kawai recommended to Subject 

Mentioned contact with Kawai in Peking 

I 9 I 49 Following statements are contained in CE 
11, forwarded to Washington on 2 f&iy 14 , 9 ; 

Ozaki joined Sorge Group thru association 
with Smedley 


CE 3, Tab 1, p. T 
CE 3, Tab 1, p, 2 

CE 5, Tab 1, p, 2 

CE 3, Tab 1, p. 3 
CE 3, Tab 1, p, 3 

CE 3, Tab 1, p. 5 

CE ( 4 , Tab 1, p, 1 


CE 6, Tab 1, p. 1 
CE 6, G-2 Comment 


CE 8, Tab 1, p. 1 
CE 8, Tab 1, p, 2 


CS 

8, 

Tab 

1, 

P* 

2 


CE 

8, 

Tab 


P* 

2 


CE 

8, 

Tab 

1, 

P» 

k 


CE 

8, 

Tab 

1, 

P« 

9 

( 


CE 

10, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

10, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

10, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

10, 

P* 

2 


CE 11, G2 Comment 
CE 11, p, 1 
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Si;I5DL^Y^ AGI^S (Continued) 


Advised 02aki against participation in 
Chinese Conmiunist Party Activities due 
to other "work'* 

CH 11, p, 2 

Used code name of ^’Otto” for Ozaki 

CB 11, p. 7 

I 9 U 9 Follovring statements are containod in CE 

12^ fon^mrded to 7/ashington on 16 ilay 


Participation of Sinedlej^- in Sorge Spy.Ring 

CB 12, G2 Comment 

Role in Asiatic Conmiimist operations 

CE 12, G2 Comm, p, 2 

Her protective role of flexible citizen¬ 
ship 

CB 12, G2 Comm, p, 2 

Communist sympathizer and v/orker 

CE 12, p, 1 

Engaged in espionage 

CE 12, p, 1 

Outside jurisdiction of Japanese courts 

CE 12, pp, 1, 5 

Activities vvith Sorge in China 

CB 12, p. 3 

Resented lav/ and organized authority 

CE 12, p, 3 

Introduced Ozaki to Sorge 

CE 12, p. 3 

Secured services of Kawai, T* 

CE 12, p. 3 

Helped Sorge to secure inforroation 

CE 12, p. i; 

x^ouse in Shanghai used as a meeting place 

CB 12, p, 

Gave instruction in espionage assignments 

CE 12, p. h 

Consulted by Sorge 

CE 12, p. U 

Kavxai^s affidavit against subject 

CE 12, p, k 

Kawai worked under subject 

CE 12, p, k 

Introduced Kavjai to Sorge 

CE 12, p. h 

Meetings with Kawai 

CB 12, p, 1+ 

Cave espionage assignments to Kav/ai 

CE 12, p, U 

Furnished money 

CE 12, p. k 

Active Commiunist and ranking Spy Ring Mem¬ 
ber 

CE 12, p. 5 

Comm'unist** by Hozawa^ Fusaji 

CE 12, p. 5 

Sorge praised Smedley's '/York 

CE 12, p. 5 

Ga.thered information for S.orge 

CE 12, p. 5 

lestimony of living witness against 

Smedley 

CE 12, p. 5 
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SIvlEDLEY, AGNES (Continued) 

A Communist connected with Sorge Ring 

19ii9 Following statements are contained in 
CE 13^# forwarded to ’#Vashington on 1 
July 1949: 

Registered with Comintern 

194-9 Sorge had proof of Smedley*s participa¬ 
tion 

Her loyalty to Communism 
Recommended to Comintern by Sorge 

Met Sorge in Shanghai 
Sorge a sponsor of Smedley 
Met Sorge in French Concession 
Had *^legal pursuit*^ 

Enlisted by Sorge 

1949“ Follov/ing statements are contained in 
CE l4» forwarded to IfYashington on 4 
June 1949: 

Activities substantiated 

Evidence supports subject’s assistance 

Alleged agent & spy 

Allegations based on Court Records 

1949 Following statements are contained in 
CE 15, forwarded to 7/ashington on 15 
May 1949: 

Implicated in Sorge Group 

Formed espionage agency to operate North 
China and Manchuria, with Kawai in charge 

Nozawa witness of subject activities 

Inextricably involved in Sorge Case 

1949 Following statements are contained in 
CS 19 , forvmrded to Washington on I 6 
July 1949: 

Vif/Sorge sent Kawai to ^^nchuria 

Ozaki called per "proponent International 
Communism*- 

Kawai met Sorge at her house 

1949 Follov/ing statements are contained in CE 
20a, forwarded to Washington on 7 June 

I9h9: 


CE 12, p. 8 


CE 

15 a, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

15a, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

13 a, 

02 

Comment 

CE 

13 a, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

13 a. 

Tab la, p. 

CE 

15 a, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

15 a, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

13 a, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

13 a, 

G2 

Comment 

CE 

15a, 

Tat 

> la, p. 


CE 14 , Tab 2 
CE 14 , Tab 2 
CE 14 , Tab 5 
CE 14 , Tab 3 


CE 15 , Comment 
CE 15 » G2 Comment 

CE 15 , Tab 1, p, 3 
CE 15 , Tab 1, p, 4 


CE 19 , Tab la, p. 1? 
CE 19 # Tab 2a, p, 4 

CE 19 , Tab 2a, p. 6 
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SIQ2DLKY, A GliES (Continued) 

Sorge met Czaki frequently at her house 

Sorge met Ozaki through her 

Sorge met Japanese members at her home 

”Used in Shanghai as direct member ring 
group*' 

19h9 Reported US/China relations to Sorge 

19ii9 Following statements are contained in 
CS 21, forwarded to Washington on 20 
July 19U9i 

Kawai knew her code name as Sung" 

Sorge/Sraedley conference. "This was no 
social meeting." 

Asked Kawai to get agents from Dairen 

Kawai believed she had liaison with 
Comintern 

I 9 U 9 Following statements are contained in 
CE 28, forwarded to Washington on I 3 
October, 19^9> 

Far PJastern Bureau (USSR) member 

Member of PPTU, Union Syndicate Pan 
Ghinoise, Noulens Defense Committee, 

China League for Civil Rights, IIOPR, 
Friends of USSR, Hindustan Associa¬ 
tion of Berlin, Berlin Indian Rev. 

Society, Indian Youth League 

Under Shanghai Police surveillance 

Published articles in Moscow <5c Shanghai 

Sorge ''Felt most at ease at Smadley 

Wrote for IKfHJ 

Chart, relations vfith leftist organiza¬ 
tions 

19149 Following statements are contained in 
CE 29 , forwarded to Washington on 1 
October 19^9 

Sorge "only person on whom I could depend" 
Picture in'Chinese Red Arn^ Uniform 
Sorge met Ozaki through Smedley 
"Direct member my group in China" 


CS 

20a, 

Tab 

1, 

?. 

21 

CE 

20a, 

Tab 

1. 

P» 

21 

CE 

20a, 

Tab 


P. 

22 

CE 

20a, 

Tab 


P» 

25 

CE 

20a, 

Tab 

1, 

P» 

32 


CE 

21. 

Tab 

la. 

P* 

10 

CE 

21. 

Tab 

2a, 

P» 

5 

CE 

21, 

Tab 

2a, 

P» 

16 

CE 

21, 

Tub 

2a, 

P« 

22 


CE 28, p. 1 
CE 28, pp. 1-5 


CE 

28, 

P. 2 



CE 

ro 

CO 

P* 3 



CE 

28, 

foil. 

P* 

L 

CE 

28, 

p. 8 



CE 

28, 

foil. 

P. 

ih 


CE 29 , p. Ik 
CE 29 , plate foil, 'p, 3 
CE 29 , p. 15 
CE 29 , p. 17 
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S!vEDLBYy AGLIES (Continued) 

Sorge ‘’Felt most at ease in Smedley’s 
home” 

”vVorked vfith me very competently” 

19h9 Following statements are contained in 
CE 30 , forv/arded to Washington on 5 
December 19i;9j 

On Sorge list of Members 

Conferred with Kav^ai (Jap Text) Plate 

Recomiaended to Comintern Hq. Plate 


1950 Died in England I^Iay 1950 pneumonia, 

follovfing a major operation* Post mortem 
performed to insxire no mistake in diag¬ 
nosis 


k-. 
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CE 29 » plate foil, 
P. 17 

CE 29 , p. 17 


CB 30 , p. 

CE 30 , foil, p. 17 

CE 30 , Part 2, foil. 
P. 192 

Radio US MIIAT to 
CINCFE #32^8, 

24 May 1950 












YORK 


December 13 ^ 1950 
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TBE BICBARD SOBGh CASE 
ESDI ONAGE - R 




Attached for the New York Office is one 
per of each of consecutive exhibits 

^ ?5 and 34 which were furnished to the Bureau by 

G-2, November 22, 1950o Page 33 of exhibit 33 
was m issing from the copy furnished the Bureau by 
The Bureau has requested G~2 to supply the 
missing page and when ; 'r.oiued it will be made 
available to your office,. 


For the information of all offices^G—S 
has now advised that copies of exhibits 1 to 32 
inclusive have already been made available to the 
House Un-American Activities Committeeo G-2 is 
also considering m.aking available exhibits 33 and 
34 to the Comrriittee ^ 




14 pu ifTi* ArJ ♦> —••yF' 

While the Sorge Case is primarily a (7-2 
matter names of many V. S, citizens appear 

throughout the G-2 exhibi tsjV^It is the Bureau ’s IPja^ ^ 

responsibility to identify^^ese individuals, to ' l,Ti^ 

ascertain if they are in the United States ano, if ' ^ . 

so, to conduct such investigation as may be 
appropriate in each individual instancco 
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The Bureau has received from G-2 copies 
of all exhibits mentioned above except SB, 30 and 
38, Copies of all available exhibits have been 
furnished to the New Tork Office by the Bureau, 

G-S has been requested to furnish exhibits 89, 30 
and 38 and when received they mill be forwarded to 
the Bern York OfJice. The New York Office as office 
of origin has the responsibility of carefuHyreviewing 
all exhibits and instituting any necessary action 
with respect to any U. S. citizens involved. In 
order that there mill be no mi sunder standing of the 
responsibility of the New York Office in this matter 
the Bureau expects that steps will be taken to 
identify and determine the present whereabouts of 
each individual mentioned in thelff-S exhibits where 
it is alleged that the individual is a U. 3, citizen 

or an 'American. "J 

f^he mention of the name of a U, S. citizen , 

in the Sorge exhibits does not necessarily indicate 
involvement in the Sorge espionage case. The 
allegations or activities cited may range from the 
mere expression of Communist sympathy to an allegation 
of espionag ejj Accordingly, in opening any new cases 
the character and title thereof should be governed 
by the individual circumstances. In cases of 
individuals alleged to have been members of the 
Sorge ring the title and character should be as 
folloios: John Doe (The Richard Sorge Case), Espionage - 

R. In cases where there are espionage allegations 
independent of the Sorge group the title and character 
should read: John Doe, Espionage - R. In instances 
where there are allegations of '‘Comintern agent," 

"Agent of Third International" or "Soviet agent" these 
allegations should not in and of themselves be interpreted 
as allegations of espionage and the cases should he 
carried as John Doe, Internal Security - R, Also, 
lesser allegations should be carried as John Doe, 

Security Matter - C. 

The New York Office should complete its 
review of the G-8 exhibits as soon as possible and 









after instituting the necessary initial action in 
each case should advise the Bureau that this review 
has been completed and that appropriate action has 
been instituted with relation to each U. 5. citizen 
involved. 


The office covering the current residence 
of any individual may he designated as office of 
origin and New York nay furnish available information 
to that office in the form of a RIJC report. Inhere 
the whereabouts oj the individual is not known or 
in instances where from the data in the G-S exhibits 
the last known whereabouts is China, New York should 
consider itself office of origin until the subject's 
whereabouts is ascertained, A logical initial step 
in these cases would, of course, be the examination 
of btate Department passport records for identifying 
inf ormation. 






^Exhibit 34 contains injormation on 35 U. 
citizens. Under each name is a series of notations ’ 

and adjacent to each entry the source of the inf ormati 
is cited. ^The source SMP indicates that the inf ormati on 
was obtairfk^ by G~B from the records oJ the Shanghai ■ 

Municipal Police (French and British Divi si ons Jjji The 
source CB followed by a number is a reference tfo a 
previous consecutive exhibit. Other sources refer 
to G-S files. Bureau files reflect that S3 oj' the 35 
persons listed in exhibit 34 are the subjects of 
various case files.J These cases are listed below 
and a copy oj' this communication is being designated 
for each office of origin. Photostatic copies of each 
page relating to a particular subject is also attached 
for the office of origin. 


O - 


W 










I Earl Browder 


Max Granich\^as: 


'7S-R 


Bufile 


TM-C 

Bujile 


A1oany 
Status - 


flA Detroit 
Status - 



IS-C . 
Bujilel 


New York 
Status - 



Jjlarl Russell Browder^ New York 
was, IS-C Status - 

Bufile 40-3798 


New York 
Status - 


TS^ 

Custodial Detention 
Selective Service 
Bujile 100-143315 


SM-C 

Bujile 


SM-C 


Bujile 


ES^ 

Bujile] 


New York 
S ta tu s - 


New York 
Status - 


New York 
Status - 


New York 
Status - 







Name Used in 


FBI Case Title 





Agnes Smedley 


Edgar Snow 



ESp~H 

Bii/ile 


etal 


New York 
Status - F 


New York 
Status - F 
(Deceased) 


r 

[Agnes SmedleyH was 
*JS-E ^ 

BuJ'ile 61-'So80 

l^dgar Parks SnowJ}*wa New York 
SM~C Status - 

Bufile 100-267865 


[Charles Krumhein^'was New York 


IS-C 

Bujile 100-17433 




I 


isiTv — 

Bufile 


j i^)as 


Tsugene Denni sjj'^was 
IS-C 

Bufile 100-15877 


hlC 


Status - C 
(deceased) 

New York 
Status - C 


New York 
Status - P 
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T>7-^ys* 



'^Name Used in 
‘ ^Exhibit 34 


I 


FBI Case Ti tle Office of Or is in 

Philadelphia 
^ Status - P ^ 


*sDas , 
Bufile 


hlC 


Gertrude Binder 




Possibly identical Pittsburgh 

^ertrude Bindei^^ Status - C 

*^ustodial Detention -C 
Bufile lGO-16006 






nba.. IS-C 



Bufile 

□ 


- 7^—. —5-=- 



Status ~ P'” 


Seattle 


blC 


Neutra lity Act 
Bufi1e I \ 


Status - C 


In each of the above listed cases the office of 
origin will have the responsibility of comparing the 
data from exhibit 34 with information already in file. 

If the case is in a closed status and the information 
in exhibit 34 is determined to be new information^ 
consideration should be given to the advisability of 
reopening the case if the material logically warrants 
such action. 


In the event that the material in exhibit 34 
cites a previous C-2 exhibit as a source and the previous 
material is not available in your file, the liew York 
Office should be requested to supply the previous 
information. If the only source cited is a reference 
to G-8 files and you feel that additional details are 
necessary, you should request the Bureau to obtain the 
additional information from G-8, 


- e - 











In all cases carejul consideration should 
be given to the advisability of recommending a 
security index card in instances where the subject 
is not already on the Security Index list. It is 
not desired that these recommendations be automatically 
submitted merely because the subject is mentioned in 
the G-8 exhibitsj but it is felt that in view of the 
present importance of .the Chinese Communist situation 
that each case should be reconsidered in the light 
of changed international developments. 

The following instructions relate to the 
remaining IB individuals mentioned in exhibit 34 
who have nut previously been the subjects of 
separate investigations by the Bureau, The New 
Haven Office is being advised by separat e letter 
0 1 the in.iormation available relative to \ I 14 b7C 

f and of the investigation desired 
by the Bureau with reference to this individual. 


The Los Angeles Office 
with photostatic copies of pages 

IJ 


is being 
relating 
inj ormation 


.fu rni shed 
oj the Los 


] M 


In additioUf for the 
Angela's OfficeJ^consecutive exhibit B5, which was cited 
as a source in exhibit 34, has been examined by the 
Bureau and is found to contain nn ndditional inf or- 


b7C 


mation other than 
college professor, 


to 

"J 


describe 


as a "Russian 


The New York Office 
with pertinent pages relating 


is being furnished 




iJ. 


_ Bureau files fail to reflect any separate 

investigation has been conducted of these individuals 
The New York Office should open separate case files, 
obtain identifying background information, determine 
present whereabouts and conduct necessary investi¬ 
gation if these individuals are determined to he in 
the United States, 
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The pertinent pages from exhibit 34 . 

relating toljtayna proehm^are being furnished 
the New York Office, Howeverj no investigation g 

of this individual is desired because [exhibit 
34 reflects that she is deceased,! Photostatic 
copies of pertinent pages oft^xhihit 34 relating ^Utfvuu LT 
to John Ree^are being furnished to the New York 
Office; however, no investigation of this individual 
is desired inasmuch as Bureau files reflect that 
J^ohn Reed, a graduate of Harvard College became 
Associated with the Communist Party, USA, Reed 
also became engaged in newspaper work and 
traveled extensively, Reed eventually became an 
active protagonist of the cause of Russia and 
eventually went to that country, where he died 
in 1917 or 1918, His remains have been reported 
to be buried in the KremlinJJ 
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WASH FROM NEW YORK 18 
DIRECTOR DEFERRED 



agnes'4medley, was., is-r. rept delayed. 

FEB. TEN NEXT. 


WILL BE SUBMITTED BY 














federal bureau of INVe__- lON 


Form No. 1 

This CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


UX-FiuENo. 100-63282 JVL; 


REPORT MADE AT 


YORK 




DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

2/107gl JAMES T. Q.BRIEF 


AGNES Sl^IEDLEY, was. 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


* f - f P 

iS0r.AoA3r--7 


n«-rsiiTO 

IE SF mm<i 



... 


SMEDLEY:*S will, filed fo3? probate 
12 / 2 / 50 , left residuary estate to 
the People’s Liberation Army of C^ina 
and her -ashes to the Chinese Corajaunist 
General, CHU TEH. MILDRED PRICE and 
EDGAR SNOW named execut.brsp, JACK 
BELDSN given right.to edit last manu¬ 
script. MARY SMEDLeY, a nieo^^,l^^^‘-i^STV« 
a money bequest. ~ 

- p - 0^ %' dMki 


DETAILS: 


The "New York Herald Trfbune" of 
December 3> 1950, carried a special 
dispatch dated December 2, 1950 at 
New City, New York as fo^ox^s: 


a "AGNES SMEDLEY, American writer onyChina, left her 

~ residuary estate to the People’s Liberation China and 

her ashes to its commander in chief, GenerajP%HXP^EH, according 
to her will filed for probate here today. 

"The fifty-six year old author, x«rho died May 6 in a 
nursing home in Oxford, England, named EDGAR SNOW, of New York 
City, as her executor and literary trustee, and directed that he 
and JACK BBLDEN, of Sxramit, New Jersey, be given the right to 
edit before publication her last manuscript. 

/ec ^ 

^-(mX — X-X3~S'f - Rp% 

f — ?*1 bi ii,_ t* ^ —rTir-/ . A ~ O ft /Ir 




RD&. 



PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND AHTNO 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. ^ S 

^ U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICB 16-'59256-l 
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"MILDRiiD iPRICE of 


was. named 


b7C 


executor and trustee for the residuary estate going to Red 
Chlca, which includes such personal belongs as books, typewriter, 
radio and clothing. 

"A niece, iyL4R;^^MSDLEy, was named beneficiary of 
m 1,500*00 in royalties said to be due her estate from ALFRED 
AT^CNOPP, New York City publishers." 

With refer ence to JACiN^ELDEN noted above, ■ 
Confidential Informant | | , of knoxTO reliability, advised t 

he is a correspondent and author of "China Shakes the World" 
whose name was noted on the invitation list of the China n*/ 
’Welfare Appeal dinner for February li|., 1950 at New York City*J2J^ (U) 

l^onfidential Informant I l of known f eli abilit y, 
has advised that the China Welfare Appeal is an organization 
devoted to raising funds and supplies for the Chinese Coramimis'ts. 

SDGAISsnoW, mentioned above, is an Associate Editor 
of the "Satxirday Evening Post" and served as a correspondent in 
China dxarlng the 1930*s*. He is the author of "Red Star Over 
China" and other books dealing with the Orient. 


(U! 


Confidential Infg?rmant l T of known reliability, 

advised that on April 19, 19i|.3, SlWl^iLSOW, Coramunist Party 


Organizer of Alameda County, Los Angeles, state d that SHOW and 
his w ife were very good friends of his and that[ 

I L NELSON stated that SNOW was not an actual 


_ member or the 

Commxinlst Party but that- "the Party knows just how to use him* 


Informant 

Executive 


¥1 


th reference to MILDRED^RICE,Cconfidentlal 


[has advised that she was for many years the 
wirector of the China Aid Coxancil xmtil its dissdlul: 



(U 


The China Aid Coxincil has been cited by the House 
Un-American Activities Committee as being under Commxinist controli 




PENDING 







/ , jp'*^ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


For the infomation of the Baltimore Office, the 
following is set forth: 

jjConfidential Informant L of kno^«i reliability, (U) 

advised that in January, 1 9377 SiiEDLEY had sent a report on the^ ^ 
Chinese situation from China to one D,*^EREI'JBERG, ’the head of the 
Anti-Imperialistic League, 132 East 65 th Street, New York City. 

This informant noted that the official organ of the league was 
a publication called "The Workers* World," 

In the report of SA THOMAS G. SPENCER dated May 11, 

1949 at New York City, in the case entitled "JAY DAVID VJHITTAKSR 
CHAMBERS, was,, ET AL,.Parjury. Espionag e - R, Intern al Security" 
it was noted that CHAMBERS mentioned One I L whose true 

name is , who was Once head of the Anti-Imperialist 

League# 


3 
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lEADS 


BALTIMtjRE 


_., At B^timTe^ TifoT^T-iind , 


Will intenriew WHITTAKER CHAMBERS for any information he may 
have regarding D. BERENEERG reported as of 1937 to be head of the Anti- 
Imperialistic at New York City. CHAMBERS should also be interviewed 

for all information he may have concerning the organization together with 
the names of any persons who may be in a position to furnish more infor¬ 
mation. 


NEW YORK 


At New York, N. Y. 


* Will interview te following informants of the New ^ork Office 

for all information they possess concerning SMEDlEY: (U) 




* -jfill obtain background information in IRVING A. ISAACS and 

S. SIDNEY SMITH of the firm of SfflTH & ISAACS, attorneys, 527 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The Cenfidehtial Informants mentioned in the report 
of SA JAMES T, O’BRIEN dated February 10, 19^1, at New York are 
as follows: (U) 


b2 


information supplied 


on March 20, 19^0i 



A confidential source not further 
identified set forth in Bureau 
letter to New York dated January 27, 
1944 entitled "EDGAR SNOW, Security 
Matter ■« G," 


The files of the 
United States Department 


Passport Division, |rTT\ 
artment of State* U ^ 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA JMIES T* O'BRIEN, 
li/4/50. New York* 










Date: 


CONFmENTIAL 


Assistant Chief of Staffs 
Department of the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington, Do Co 






Attention: 


Brigadier General John W'eokerli 
Chief, Intelligence Division 


From: 


Subject'. 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigate 




THE RICHARD SORGE 
ESPIONAGE - R 


CASE 


Refere nee 




made to your letter dated 


December 2V, 1950, which transmitted to this Bureau 

a copy of consecutive Exhibit 38 prepared by your 

Far Eastern Commando A review of this exhibit 

discloses that 63 individuals mentioned thereij}^^ i* T'j 

are described as UoS, citizens or "Americans, 

and are, therefore, of interest to this Bureauo^t^^ d44Mu 

Some of these individuals already are, or have been,^^j^^^^ 

the subjects of investigation by this Bureau, In 

other instances this Bureau has received no previous 

information warranting investigation, 

^ fJft \ ^^l^a 7^ y an index and 

description of information available in ihs headquarters 
of the Far Eastern CommandJ^ it is not possible to make 
any comparison of the inf^mation available with that 
already in our possession, nor is it possible to evaluate 
the information available on persons not previously 
investigated by thvs Bureau until the complete data 
on each individual is furnished to us. 




cc-6i-6580 
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jut has been noted that photostatic copies oj 
all G-B aocuments mentioned in Exhibit SB are available 
at the headquarters oJ the Far Eastern Command 
Accordingly, it is requested that 
each individual oJ interest to this Burea 
available to us as soon as possible* It is appreciated 
that this request will entail considerable work on the 
part oJ your organisation and /or that reason the 63 
individuals 0 / interest to as are listed below in Jive 
groups indicative oj the priority 0 / our interest* In » t 
each instance^he name appearing in consecutive Exhibit^ 
•■te<^and adjacent thereto appears the FBI case ^ 
-j fiiQ number where available* 


available 

hat complete data on 
this Bureau be made 




3B is li. 
title, character 

would greatly facilitate the handling 0 / your 
by this Bureau if a separate reply is made on- each 
individual utilising the FBI case title, character 
J'ile number as your caption in each instance* 


It 




informati 


and 




It is J'urther noteu that many 0 / the G^S 
documents are voluminous whereas only a small portion 
0 / the entire document nay relate to a particular 
individual* In making your replies it is requested 
that only the portion 0 / your dacur/ient relating to 
the I,-,, '.vidual be furnished* To illustrate this 
limitati on,^~-B * s document 31 contains IBS SFF file 
cards* In your reply on \ I it is 

desired that only the SFF card o«| | be furnishe<P^^ 

from G-B dc ament 31* Similarly, G-B document B6 
lists arrivals and departures of numerous individuals 
on Soviet vessels* In your reply on| | it is 

suggested that the data on\ | be excerpted from 

G-B document S3 in lieu of Jurnishine the entire 
document.J^UAtU $/«</** ‘“T 

The individuals of interest to this Bureau 
are listed below* The appearance of a.-i as^jrick 
preceding a name denotes that all possible identifying 
data is also desired to facilitate our identification 
of the individual* 


O 

£3 


■ fc • 









































































Villardf Oswald 


ecuri ty flatter 


ieoi strati on Ac 


jGeorce Martin Ifinkg] was, 
Esvi onaqe - R 


61-8648 


Espionage 


et al 


_ M 

_ was . 

Internal Sec urity - R 


'[Agnes SviedXey^ was. 
Internal Security - R 
61-6680 

(Edgar J-arhs Snow^wa, 
Security Matter - C 
100-S67865 

Icharles Kruynhein^'^was, 
Internal Security - C 
100-1743S 


l^lexander Leo Trachtenberg^ u. 
Internal Security - C 
61-SI 15 

b7( 

I %:a 3. 

_8p.cu.ritii I'ntter - C 


(Oswald Garrison VillardJH 
Internal P. ecuri tij - G 


1U0-613C 



















(I 


'~^SDi onaGe - ~ 


5 


H 


feugene i)en«is^ was. 
'internal Security - C 
100-15877 


i ^Grour V 



Proehmef Eayna ( decem^ed) 
Proehtne, 7ifilliam. C. f^deceased^ 


_I — Vi/, 

jTrhe individuals^^ sted above under Group V 
cousic! oj individuals who are described in consecutive 
Exhibit oS as U» 5. citizens or "Americans," however, 
from the information appearing in consecutive Exhibit 
3£^investigation is not deemed warranted. It will not 
he necessary to Jurnish this Bureau with additional infor¬ 
mation on these indiuiduals unless the documents in your 
possession relating to them contain additional infor¬ 
mation which would appear to warrant investigation. 
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’Jtanoaro form no. 64 

Office ^NLemomnduM • ^UNfrEO st^es government 


’ C, E. HENWRICH 
FROM : R, D, Gibbons , 


SUBJECT; ^GNES SMEDLEY, was. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 



DATE: February 7, 1951 


Pl^RPOSE 

Tele. 

To secure wnr authority to have a translation macle of Neas. 
article appearing im^ie Weltbuehne, *> May 24, 1950, relating to the oai»iy. 
captioned subject, 

11, ■r'i. 

BACKGROUND 


The May 24, 1950, issue of "Die Vfeltbuehne*' contains an articl 
commencing on page635 entitled "Agnes Snedley^s Testament." On page 
637, paragraph 2, there is some indication either the will or the life 
story of Snedley is in the possession of John Rogge. Since this docu¬ 
ment is in the Geman language, it cannot be adequately interpreted by 
the writer. 


ACTION 

Refer this memorandum to Translation Section for translation 
^ of paragraph 2 on page 637. 


RDGsow 
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TRANSLAnON FROM GERMAN 


"Die Weltbuehne" 
Issue of May 24, 1950 
Page 637, paragraph 2. 


That was her last letter. It came to being in great distress 
once more as an affirmation for the new world, for which she fought 
throughout her life, vjn this la§t letter she greets, the "German Aqademy 
of Art through ARNOLD^PfEIG", eind here she greets, first of all, with 
reference to her testament, the new China. To UEETZ-Publishers she 
writes; |"I would like to inform you that in case of my death all of 
my present and^uture royalties on books become the property of 
GeneraJ^SCHUI^irEH, commander-in-chief of China's Peoples Liberation 
Anny, or o'^f his" heirs. General TSCHUH can dispose of my royalties 
as he pleases. You must therefore contact him," After this decision 
she stipulated in this last letter: "In order to clarify matters in 
case of this eventuality I left behind a tes'|^ent in New York City. 

Ihe testament is with my attorney. 0. JOiff^OGGE, 1;01 Broadway, 

New York, I have disposed of/my royalties, as mentioned above, in 
my testament, -jE^yalties for one of my books, wherever it may be 
published shall belong,aftej^my death, to General TSCHUH or to his 
heirs, that is, to his wife'!^N(>ifEH^jfeHIN. In case of my death I 
ask you to see to it that this is made public, so that no delay, 
confusion or any doubt should arise. Until then please consider this 
as confidential." 


COPIES DESTROYEtj 

gl 1961 


mANSLATED BY; 



FebriXary d, 
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SAC, Hftv York 



March 23, 1951 


ACNES SMEDIEY 
IinSRSAL SECURITY - R 


K^ll" lx/ 


Hettrlat 3/l/5i> Althoxigh tha ioforaatton In urlet 
la of eosaldarahla pertlsansa in the inatant eaaa, ttic Bureau 
fnlXa to uadarataad ahy -^a laatarlal ma not ineorporatad 
in an invaatlsatlirt report auitabla for dlaaaadnatlon to 
interaated acaivsiaa. An invaatisatlva report aheuXd ha pre¬ 
pared proaptl:y hy your office, iocotporatini; the aatarlal in 
reference letter together vlth any other unreported inveati- 
gatlon in thia caae. 

61-6580 J I ' 

RDG:MHF 
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FB.OM 


Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 


SUBJECT: AGNES SMEDLEY 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


the United States'-during the 
he defected,f'was intervdei-^cC 
1951 t>y a Bureau agen^n^ > 




_penresentatj^e in, 

rears 1923 to 193 6 . ?.t v/hich-'time 

\ during J anuary ^ 7 d 

n DECLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC/BCE/MLT/vta 

ON 11-15-2004_ 


_ For backgroun d Information!_ I 

I |in the United States relief 

ana propagsnaa Oi*gf>nisat:iOhs lor Ib.o heyig fit of the ‘=^ovj. et 

Union* He was originally sent to America I I 

I Berlin* Germany, who was 

operat ing the I _|in Ewope at the 

time, I 1 was originall y sent to the United States to 

reergan ize the branch office | | 

I in the United States, and while in the United States 
organized other relief organizations for the benefit of the 
Soviet Union, He likewise was instrumental in organizing and 
operating organizations which were utilized strictly for 
propaganda purposes for the benefit of Russia. ^ 

Whilej_I was in the United States, he was 

frequently at the Communist Party headquarters in New York 
City where he met members of the Politburo, CP, USA, and other 
Communist Party functionaries. Through his association with 
these individuals he learned of the Identities of other 
Communist Party members and their activities*^ \\ 


An extra copy of this letter is being designated 
for the B\n»eau for inclusion in the. Bureau file concerning 
1 . _ . I INTERNAL SECURITY (R)» . ^ Likewise, ^ extra 
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ARSrEG _/ \t> 

100-68282 ^ 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-68282 




|__[previously furnished the Bureau with 

Information concerning AGONES SMEDLEY which has already been b7D 
reported in instant case file* In addition to what he pre¬ 
viously reported, he sta4>ed as follows: j^| 

”ASNES SMEDLEY was a schb<^ testcher coming from a 
very poor family of farmers in New Mexico, She had a great 
literary talent and she also wrote different books and novels. 

In her youthr-ahe married a refugee from India by the name of 
yiRETORANATff-^HATTOPADHAYA. The sister of her husband named 
Mrs<^P([WAIDU had the same position as Mrs. ROOSEVELT in America. 

AGNES SMEDLEY became interested in Indian and colonial affairs 
throu^ this marriage* 

"She linked with the Communist Party in the early 
1920*s* For some reason or other she went to the Far East 
after getting contact with the Russian intellisannej—She was 
actually initiated into the Chinese work when]| the 
Comintern representative, and the Indian,namewere staying b7C 
in China in order to ot^tain control of the Nationalist Party 
known under the name ofl^Kuomintang, It is my belief that 
ROY selected AGNES SMEDLEY in view of the recommendation of 
her husband for work in China, It was apparent that the 
Russians wanted to use the protection of her American passport 
in exploring conditions on such territories where Russian 
agents would have been in danger, ^ 

"She generally stayed in Shanghai from where she 
communicated through the Russian boats touching the Shanghai 
harbor with Vladivostok where, according to our knowledge, 
the Par Eastern center of the Russian intelligence was located 
during the 1920»s and the beginning of the 1930's. 


I I received reports of AGNES SMEDLEY by medium of 

Moscow reports which were addressed to a place unknown to me 
on Russian territory. These reports were depicting mostly 
the terroristic rule of CHIANG KAI-SHEK, after his arrival 
in Shanghai in 1927. I 

a protest movement for the liberation 
or an aj.xegeaxy swxss "crade union organizer who was caught in 
Shanghai in 1927 or thereabouts xdio went imder the name of^^^ 

/ 1/ ' ' 


- 2 - 













Letter to Director 

m 100-68282 




I_I Later on I tinderstood that he was not Swiss but of 

Polish origin and his connections with the trad© union work 
were only occasional. He was a political agent of the Comintern 
in the territory vinder the control of CHIAKG KAI-SHEK where he 
tried to organize an armed upheaval* A (|TJES smedt.'R Y has sent 
permanent reports about the whereabouts !^ after his b 

detention and the dangers which she said menaced both his and 
his wife's lives. Incidentall y. I mi^t rema rk that into the 
campaign for the liberation of P I successful in 

drawing in by medium of Professor EINSTEIN, Senator BORAH, 
then of the Foreign Relations of the A merican Senate. Due to 
this int ervention we liberated I ^ 

'*SME1DLEY has met Lord MARLEY" during the anti- 
imperialist conference vhich was organized in Shan^ai in 1932. 
Prom that time on she had apparent’'facility to go to British 
controlled territories. She was, according to my knowledge, 
a convinced Communist and as such a bonafide agent of the 
Soviet Union vdiose Machiavellian policies she' was never able 
to see closely. SMEDLEY" was pretty much in contact with 
everybody who had some position as a liberal in the United 
States. The persons I knew of being in intimate contact with 
SMEDLEY within the Communist Party of the USA were ALEXANDER 
“■^RACHTENBERG and HARRISQli^EORGE. ROGEB>^LDWIN of the 

American Civil Liberties Union was one of her liberal contacts 
but BALDWIN, in his capacity as head of the Civil Liberties 
Union, was interested in complaints coming up against the 
terroristic rule in China. This was not an intimate political 
contact. On the contrary, SMEDLEY. was instructed to seek the 
cooperation of the American Civil Liberties Union in order to 
create a huge protest wave in America against CHIANG KAI-SHEK's 
rule.(^\)^ 

"She was in touch with many people. AGNES SM EDLEY 
had'a very high standing I - - - ^ 

I 1 , I bad occasion to ascertain the great e steem she 

was held in by such people asl ~l the Russian 

* intelligence and also |_ 

I I the celebration of the anniversary of the 

Soviet re volution at the Soviet Ebnbassy in Berlin. At that 
reception I ~| mentioned AGNES SMEDLEY as a mutual friend. 

This was in 1927. yjy 







Letter to Director 
NY 100-68282 



”I saw AGNES SMEDLEY in New York City in 193i|- at 
the Hotel Seville* She Was in New York for a long visit* 
GHNTHE^h-STEIN was also at the Hotel Seville waiting for her* 
AGNES SMk)LEY, when I saw her in the Hotel Seville in 193ij., 
referred to STEIN as her collaborator*'*'^.^ ) 


advised interviewing agent that he read 
in the review "Plain Talk" that a former Soviet spy in Tokyo, 
Japan named Dr. SORGE revealed in a statement that STEIN was 
working for the Soviet espionage service in Shanghai, 


_ ICO hid'furnish no further information other 

than idaat he “reported previously to the Bureau and what is 
listed above concerning AGNES SMEDLEY* 






pm 







stanoard form no. 64 


Office NLemoTandum • united staSs government 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: aOJES^SMEDLET*, liras. 

Rerep of SA JAMES T. 0‘BRIEMj New York, 2/10/51* 

b7C VKHI TTAKER CHAMBERS 3 Wes tminster» Maryland, upon interview on March 16, 

i951, by SA« 3 | l and JOSEPH C. TEIAINOR advised that he can 

furnish no information regarding Dr^BEElE3©ERG or the^lSHti-Iiaperialistic 
League* He stated that the name BEREHBERG sounds familiar but" he cannot 
connect it with anything* 

Mr* CHAMBERS recalled the organization known as the Anti-]inperiAlistic 
League in New York City, but stated that he csmnot furnish any details con¬ 
cerning* He was under the impression that the League was disbanded pallor 
to 1937. 

CHAMBERS advised that the following persons may be able to furnish 
information concerning the matters mentioned above* 


DmECTQR, FBI 


SAC. BALTMQRE 


DATE: March 23, 1951 



LOUIS BUDENZ 


Mr* CHAMBERS advised that he does not know the addresses of the 
above individuals but believes that the New York Office is in possession 
of that information* 

The desirability of contacting any or all of these individuals 
is being left to the discretion of the Bureau and New York* RUC 

JCTseeh 

100-13036 


CCS New York (lCX)-68282) 


RECORDED - 140 

liWaED -140 


mR 29 

3 ^. 
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/FROM : 
SUBJECT; 


Director,. FBI 
SAC, New York 


DATE: March 28, 1951 


PJi^KTtAI. 


AGNES SMEDLEY, was; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau File No. 6l-65$0) 


Rebulet March 23, 1951) which call^^^t^t^tion to the ^ 
L Lfact that info rmation concerning SMEDLEY, whi^ was supplied by 

was submitted by New York letter of March 1, 1950, 




b7C 

b7D 


her than in report form. 


coil know. 


by an age 


_was interviewed 

New York' and gave information concerning' numero" 

viduals and organizations. In order that this voluminous 


:^(U) 


irmation might be routed quickly., and accurately to the »p 
jte case files both at the Bureau and.Jin ■the-Xield, the 
■ do.g;'fe«'tfJ3f_submitting the information by a series'-of. 1 
e i>«^e«ai_under the caption of the individual or organ! 
ich theInformation reXerred, with, copies designated 
^case file at the Bureau and in this Office* .-..Thi 


was '^he procedure followed in the SMEDLEY case. The Informa 
will, of course, be submitted in the near future in report f 
suitable for dissemination. 
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Assistant ^ttnrnej 
Janes M, iJcInerneu 


nernl 




Director, PBI 

» , 

.r»f sscRirr - s ^ WMI 

The followinc n^fHtional information concerning^ 
captioned person is being .furnished you for your inforvintion* 


COMritEUTIA 


;o29 SSSS 
IMJmiS 

t/% ^ 

X ^ 

o ^ S 

mm 

mm 

. ni:9;0 

^ m M 

i=’S 

n. mfnS 


The files o/^J_ joantnined the following information 3 

concernina Agnes SmedlefJ^owever, jHhe source of this infarnot^^ 
and the reliability of the source is not (U) 

b2 These files show that she was Erectly and intimately 
\asst.,.. ».ited with the '‘notori'Us'* Sailendra Bath dhose in hnjLh. \ , 
sjiindu and Japanese' propaganda actiuitios. The files of [j . bisM 
reflected that Agnes Smedley was identified with the activftiea / 
yof demon as well as Russian propaganda agents in their efforts 
to foment reaolt in India* iiiiM 






^^fdrnati on also was obtained in these files to the 
that the Gilbert E, Roe mentioned as a reference by Smedley 
^ I in her passport application dated ia 10, 1926 had in the past acted 
w ^ gt as attorney far the Capital Friends of Freedom for India was 

attorney for Smedifjjj at the time she teas indicted in the 
j^^^^ederal Court for the Southern j'istrict of Mem Yorh in May, T91d 
4 y^^lonri with Chose* They wore indicted bo a Federal Grand Jury, 


loith Chose* They worn indicted bo a Federal Grand Jury, 
_ aroused of taking part in a Hindu revolutionary plot and of 
attempting to defraud the President by representing themselves 
^to he accredited representatives of the Indian Nationalist 
^ Party having headquarters in Tagore Castle, Calcutta ■jUt-i) 


o/O'.rt., 

^artu~was aaii 


I the 


of the 

and 

that 


V' 

V I 




Tolson_ 

Ladd_ 

Clegg_ 


‘v-^ ^ The files 0 / j X rurther reflected that the oath of the 

'-^s-ki Indian Nationalist Party was said to parallel in intensity and 
bitterness the Sinn Fein oath* These files also indicnted that 
the Friends of Freedom for India were closely allied in this 
country with the Friends o.f Irish Freedom, in many cases the 
bac lera of both organisations being identical* The arrest of Cmedley 
and others at that time was called the mo^t^ important development 
"in recent months" in oonn^eGt^ioji iait}{^>0''u'yrld-xpld« German plot 
to cause trouble in 'ytnd 'iHemeiiA^iJjl^^Asi^itish effectiveness 


the 


[dated 


cent months" in oonUfeotiioji loit^^is w^ld^tt^de 
se trouble in 'ytnd tHej\ei3A*t}j%i^ms^iti 

Nestern Frgf^v-.^^fh - »v 


The fiVMsibfi 

fee ember 27, 192< 


a ot^a i RM 


AJM: njf 





rnatun 


card 


'Secu 
3 of 


It 


.302eK/%i?®iept. of State 
nghai^Municipal PoliceJj 


i~ ip} 


/Cf 
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t 


**S^uGhy, Au^mts C^-ernan subject, lepart<^d from Sweden 
•3 on b 6 ing oonuicte^ uf doing propaganda for the German 
Monarchist. /Inarehist ky C’jnuiotion. o'cntinuallg associated 
viith Alexander '^erk}mnn and Emma Goldnann through « certain Mrs. 
Petroilfos in youenherf 1331 'cho was identified as none other 
than Agnes Smedleii, alias /lics^ the British agitator in B<^rltn 
'n touch with JndI iiti Td.volutionaries led by Chattaaodkyaha a 
this time. 


"fe) 

source or- 


sliabilftg of this inforruotion is not 


f^namn. 


unmown 
actiue 
friend oj 
apoaintt 


uthcr information contained in files of 
:i3:>rafi of unknown veliahiHty reflected that 
bsr of the Indian lievalutionn fu Movement 


fgnsa Smsdley 


iiean consul 




a nan namedj 
ItndraSt India. 


fratn. an 
The nos 
and a close 
who mis 


(U) 


(U) 


195a whicp - 
as sis is r 0 / 

ms an Sc’ t : 
a 'nmt 


CLga 

fy maini 


further r-sfleeted 


w 

files also contained information dated I;ne d, 
rred to Myrtle Snedley of San Diego, California 
Agnes Smedley who, according to these files of 
hold secret ncetinga at her house and also to 
■jffioe service for Asiatic revolutionists. The 

ams Smsdley was said to have started 


b2 

b7C 


at 


me nr 
t 'he h 


GCu\ 

ouse 


h 

fii 


ma i nt cs i 'n 
files j 
along this 
were held 

These files also reflected t?igf "evidently Miss Smedley was 
directly associated with Algtangder frkmann when the latter 
an thii Pacific Coast," 


[ 


ffrkalsy, California where nestina^ a 


(U) 

b2 


>^[ 


and 


The 

iherafa re. 

Jit? 




a lag 
was 


>} ,, > <4' 


soiree of 
the rcliab 
tify Alt 


df Jjj3 

M U S? - 


nve information {$ 
ii'iry is also not 'mown, 
zesT Bsrkmann, 


"& g ' 

>4. - 


not known 
The files 


Januar 

’■■CZ 


The files of' 
'll 3 193? ichizh 
T'iis in for mi 







i nformati on dated 
to I reprr ss nti f i ve^ 


"Mias Ernedley Itf 

■Jocaved 48 Bearn Apartnegts^ 


b2 


sae 

Siade her way to 
with Edgar Snow 


'or bfan. 


n 


fiping 

foi' some 


by 


I^AaA-L *1 fV»4'J 


Y- /• ft 




^ (• - 


i&C?) 

.^ 0 ^ oontained 
sen furnished 
as foHowsf 

-^-ihanghai on August 28, 193^^ when 
Eo, 93 Rue Marcel TfHot and 
lil. In Peiping she was in touch 
time, afterwards leaving that town 


of 




■ ii) 
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The /iJes of tha Passport Siuiaion of the rspartnent 
of State, re/leotsd a let tar which had bean written by Agnes 
Smedley on August 3. 1930 which had been referred to the To-. 


partaent of State bu \ I The letter itself 

was to a person referred to in the salutat ion of the letter as 
**J)sar Smedley requesiad to oontoct l 1 

and talk with him beoaure of the 'not that she felt that ^ritish 
Secret Seruice had sent a special request to the Canton police 
to mntah her because, acoordinc to Smedley, they said she was 
not n enlist at all nut a representative of the Communist 

Inter national engaged in Coomunist propaganda. In this letter 
mhioh r \ referred to the Pt'ite Tepartment, Smedley stated 

"J tfilZ ijou presently that I rm not engaged in any way in Co%^ 
muniei agitation, I am of ■=->rf1} ooinions as you know but I do not 
hide the fact, I write and say lohat I think. Back of the whole 
thing stonca the British Sacra 3eruice because they auspeect I 
have something to do v^ith TnCta, I write constantly for the 
Indian Press, They want to f-et their alntohes on me as they Have 
on ths Indian readers* I understand they are trying to torce 
me out of China,'* 


The letterhead o, 
the Za-’ter o f Agnes Imedlc, 
that I 1 was one of tha 

at that time. 


The files of 
nation received on Mao 


letter bu which 


referred 


i:o the State 
‘Piters of th 


Department indicated 
^1 ^ I Magaaine 


'with 


activities and 


Tso reflected the fallowing infor- 
P3, from a source closely in touch 
nsidered reliable : )i a.* 


This souroE 

correct name is Ayoo, and that she is of mixed parentage, mostly 
North American Indian and ingiish although, according to this 
source, she very much resents the tatter condition. Also, 
according to this sjurce, Smedlsy is said to be a Journalist 
and has had articles accepted , fhe was a close associate and 
"friend** of B, L, Gupto, well-known Hindu conspirator and 
agitator is said to haim lived with him. The source furth’^g^ 

in formed Jthat Smedley ’> ;-.s clco been suspect'-' d of being an (t] 

advocate of free love end had worked far and with Bnjpai Hat ^ 
for wh-om she furnished informccion and also did typing. Tor a 
while, aha was a school teac'-er and supervisor at San Tiego, 
California and was also in Dov tnoeiss for a tine. She aiao 
taught in n Mexican lohool for two years, and at one lime, attended 
Nero fork University, 



^irised that Agnes Smedley *s 
she is of mixed parentage, mostly 


Aero fork University, m 

re, rO 9^ 3,‘i^ fu, iff. 

/ Jr rm _ _ 


f. fit 
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Ths files of _T«/Jtfcieti infoTna-tior^^^JiiMGh\^ 

had been reaef&ed .f r(m^art€^ of bhe reg reaentatives o/L_ 1 '4® 

the eff'eat 'bh^t ons j Asterican Qi'tisen (ft'tacfwd^ 

to the Chinese G-overnMnt as an Aviation Specialist, was th 
Sian Curlna the laitsy' part of 1933 and advised among other 
i'hinffS that Agnee fmedloy, an American citieen, had been hroad-^ 
aastinp niohtli- in. oro-Commp.n'tst and anti^religiouB veins^j^ti.^ 

iT-^ (U) rC 

fht files :if {| _ J whe. o contained the following infor-^ 

mati'm reotiusd /rom. one of its representatives by letter d-^ted 
Canuarg 3, I93f» f!%i& inf arm.'tf on consisted of two letters 

which had been sent by Miss Smedley from Sian through the ^2 

American Express ‘^‘mpany in Shanghai* One the letters was , „ 


addressed -to l 

to be porn'-arded to the American 
the letter addrssBed to I 


I "and the other 
Berenhcrg, ” The content of 
^ was as fo11 owe: 10^1 

i,ri lay (Oku £n-*Lat) meets only 


'^ip to the present Zorn Sn Lay (Chu £n-Lai) meets only 
success, for the whole army of Oeneral Tang is on our side, the 
rest of the troops cannot h& considered as being on our side 
but most af then are demoralised* The general situation in 
Shanghai is to he watched as well as the propaganda which must 
begin in full with the opening of war actions. It ia necessary, 
absolutely, to exercise an i nfluence by means of the pro pn-i'anda 
on. English oublic opinionB which is at present the main factor 
in obtaining the necessary for further develonnent of 

actions. With this regard I rely upon the *three d^s and upon 


in obtaining the necessary im 
actions. With this regard I 




The files o/^_ jrefleoted that these initials were 

interpreted to mean: to) 

1, Editor of tne local magazine '^foice of China^‘, 

■M, Granich, with afficen in. the Far Eastern Publishing Company, 
T51 Luhtltng Well Road, 

_ S, Editor of Elmnnhai '*Evening Post and Mercury'*, 


3, Well-known follower of Trotsky - |_ I 

The "3 3's'* were inter orated in thfi nhmtm letter by 

Saiedley to be I, Cra nioh., |_| It was believed 

that the **B" referred to is a person by the name of\ 


f. 4 . 
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follows 


The letter writte'i fty Smedley to Berenherq read as 




^Chu En-£ai and nyaelf had a long conference here with 
the Moscow delegation and I confirn now my greuious statsn» nt 
that Moscow will do nothing far- the aupgort of the Chinese Ped 
Army, Stalin is glayino her e as mil ns in Spain-^he wilt lat 
support the foreign araiea, I here as rep resenta tive 

of the Mabarouek /nilitary authorittes and last ieeek \ | nrrii}ed 

from Tmit rieff. who sta ted that military ammunition is expected 
soon via J 1 Besides thai-^^the ffrga Depot has promised 

a certain number of planes but for the tine being the Habnrnush 

postponed their '^warding, 


number 

autharitifs have 


The files a,'{ 
nation dated January 
sent at i ae o.f \ 




SI, 


_ contained the fojMowing inform 

tnhiah was furnished to a repre- 


**Main repr*B‘ nintioe^in China of the Anti-hperialistie 
tehose American Meo^dauarters are located at 13S East 



League f 


■JSth Streeti 
an /vieriann, 
Forldf 





Mew 

D, ■ 


Tort City<, the chief of the American branch is 
lerenbera. whose organ is called the ^Worker's 


nr 


fome weeks ago Snedley left Shanghai for the 

Peking-^Tientsin area, where she got in touch with Edgar Snow, 
American correspondent vyin recently completed a tour of the 
Borthioest* Snow helped M'iss PHedley get in touch with repre¬ 
sent,'ti/jes of the Chinese Coy^minist Party in Sianfu and she 
went there upon the outbreak of trouble to advise union ufith 
the Chinese Soviet Cooernn^'nt, and the organiseation of a 
^national front*. The present administration in >S1nn gave Miss 
Snedleg permission to use the radio for her propaganda work. 

The entire communistic work in Sian among the populntion and 
among the afficials is paverned mainly by foreign representatives 
of whom there are now five residents in the city, of various 
leftist organisations assistfne the Comintern, 




"Miss Smsdley is In touch with Shanghai representatives 
of the League in the follominc waost 


" 1 . She sends inforo-o -Hon ns news to Reuter *s 
Agency in Vetoing, 


zr 


tie latter sends this information 


’.j ^ , 


u/fiprzj 
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>21 ' 

^ f^^'. 

j.f. 0 ^f'hiiJ . ^fr/l2' 


’£- 0 ^/ 


v l^h i A^soan'iW!*^ '■ 

in the form of private c g?-;®aJa’idgnce either to , I 

bl I in-^C'-re-of the Anerioan Express Company, 

168 Kiulsiang Baari^ ;; r~ lio jTriu ’ie addressee agreed uoan* (V/. / 




"5. A portion of the information is sent to 
l/ank’iyu: in'-care^of Sudsar Company^ but m ethode used are unknown, h ? 
Tbisfir:^ is clos ely connected with ihg ' 

_^ f>yh 7reac hes the Soviet Embassy through '-tol 
that SriUt'QB, 'W . 


ly^s in.f^nT’Z’ 


Zcv. furnished by 


'urtner 


re^lecied that in Sian, ca,avle:.f Had been lioing with a 


Ch inese i id* ’lad assansd the of Mr s, Si , (61-65d0~-161 pageslS-l 

(Note :\_^ Securit y files of US Dep t, of State A \ Records offshanghai \ 


Municipal Policej X 

b > ','?at T^th Streetj, ^ 
and 3 , 1950, by Special 

I I de stated 


f f.hc Ve/r School for Soci^ t eaearoh,(_ 
k Oitpf was interview ed on 'Spy S 
ts .John S, do 0 ley and I I / 

s medley was "principally a name** 


as far as he is concernedj and that he does not think he has 
had nors than three f^inn-fos conuersaiion with her. He stated 
that a'if? ms never in the la'- alt%-,ugh "Pacific Affairs'’ may 
have r‘euiewed a bout or artlala turitten by her, He said, while 


it tms tr-ue that Alfred fo- 
attar ai-r- individuals in t- 
Irietitn'’'e leading writnn 

A If re d Ko h Ibera. 


inri imjJt i/e'd in Ms lette rc, 
t'VTt Snedley was one of the 


1013 wn s 


at trm. 




.'ett 37th Street. 


n jtj I ^ u /i. '.7 n I uu r u ^ l , tv •:? -y «..? r i i? u / i 

1950. supplied t } Boa rial Aasnts 


and I_1^, an rndrted cli oping from n .dew Tork 

news on rar, possibly the uovi refunct "Mew ''fork Sun," which is an 
article entitled "Antt»Chianp ..ally is Piped fown," The story 
mns to the effect that speakers at a street rally of the Com¬ 
mit tse for a Pamocratic ‘"or 'astern Policy, while engnpec in 
'^enouncing Chiang Kai-shek and Am-erican policy in China, had 
their In d-speaker sgsten turned off by the police because t'-e./ 
had no license. The story re'Heated that among the speakers 
were Tlugnne Connol !J, J'^-erican Labor Party Councilman from 
Manhattan? Agnes Bmedleu, nut her ^ Maude Russell, Executive 
Director of the Comm.iti.ee t ’id Marshal Feng-Tu-Hsiang, known 
ns the "Christian Central'' "-f, ''■u nc. The Negro b ‘ritone, "auX 
Tobnsus. sang at the Tally^ U 
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It Is iso ted trimt | _. I aocompany 

Wallaoe and Lattimora on this trip, it is further noted 
that the biographical data appearing^ In the aforementioned 
YtQQk ywviaw dafig not Include information to the effect that ^ 
I was 8Ter In the Par East, 

AQTIOK : 

|p'tll he interviewed to ascartaln if she 
ims' any inform tlon concerning; :Teneral Communist or Soviet 
espionage actlvltieg and to ascertain if she possesses any 
in orniatlon relative to the Agnes Saedley letters. At the 
time of th-U interview she will be aalsied about her knov;ledge 
of the IFR, A teletype to Chicago to ascertain her address 
is attached. She will be iaterviewed v;hen located. 
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th /or eerrrctton cre^^/^ copies 
0 *Brieny 5\l l-Bl, In ^eral 
of preparation and is unsuitable 
the Bureau* As you are aware, 
widely disseminated and must, there- 
work of the Bureau in their prepara- 



The /ir»t major error in this report is the failure 
to properly identify individuals and organisations mentioned 
^therein* - These errors are tod nuiserous to warrant individual 
-Jun^any Bureau report, that report must be written 
so that any oJSTsvnv'%nni-^tj*Hm^j^y^ou2d^ r same and under¬ 
stand the contents, While ma nP locrroorfs i n the Bureim 

are familiar with the individuals incidentalTg-'mm^'Tnrtfie 
report, outside agencies and orqaniaations must have the 
hepefit of identifying data concerning each individual and 
Ofganisation incidentally mentioned. 

While not error, since the reporting Agent has 
obviously followed a chronological sequence in reportinn, 
it is believed that continuity and readability of this re¬ 
port will he improved by separating the material into topical 
headings* A sugcested outline for this report is as follows: 
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Investigation to Confirm Espionage Activity 
Party Menhershio 

(in this particular report the 

4swi®'»XSfi_ . •» China data will tend to prove non- 

memberghip in CP*) 


Press Toward Snei 
\i^-fkii,h Other Oraanisattoi 
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Vhji (Ugd^^s'pp-headings for each ai^^iSat^p 

/(fiyij identify the prganisati^^^ 


Belmont c' L 
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In Tt 9 ubnii;ting this report it is further 
dest§^d that the data on page 3 relating ^-Jioger 
Balden and tM American Civil Liberties Me^j^ be re^- 
moved from the report and placed i M — n — cnite:r ... fk A ed^r . 

further. Inform ants identified as |_ 

are imprcperMd identified. Origtml " 
sources must be shomn^ifi0iginal sources are nOH 
avdtiable in your fi^es you should so state after editing 
the report or other communication on the informant pages 
of your report, 
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CHARACTER OP CASE 

INTERNAL SECliRiTY - R , 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


.*3 -..A. J 

Reliable Iriformant states i^sOg poR ^.1 

was linked with the CP in 

1920s and worked for the \ ’ 7 atfZ/^r 

China, States she was selected for \ /o-'A^jT/ 

work with the Comintern by an Ind ian ' 'ti=^S^U- / 

residing in Shanghai n ^edl I Inf or- b7C V 

raant states that as an I I „tah 

I ^ received J .T, 

reports made by SMEDLEY forwarded froiHBBEi^* ;.jvia 

Russia. He believes she had a high EXCE?'^* 
standing in the ^Secret Department of 
the Comintern, Miscel laneous I nf oar-"' ’ 
mation tending to show pro-Communist 
sympathies of SMEDLET diirine her 
residence in US set forth, \A . 


t¥ F0R_ , , ^<3/1 

iaisf itS. - - 


■a'k' 






DETAILS: 


owing r 


I I, M 

Confidential informant who Is helleved-dio 

'^e reliable andr-vdio has frirnished accnrate ^ ^ 
lnformati<Ma-in—the past’,jfurnished the fol- > 
■mation: — 


I c'*•■■• 



t ”AGNES SMEDLEY was a school teacher coming from 

'a very poor family of farmers in New Mexico, She had a great 
literary talent and she also wrote different books and novels 


sfTROVEDAND 

FORWARDED: 


RC^GEKT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


ALL H'jFORP/IAT/OiTWWT^^ 
-JjFBaJlLJS- UftfCLASSIFIED FX i 
WHERE 

5 - Bureau ( 61 - 6580 ] 




LiBBS 


3 ■' New YorJ^ 


. /L ' 

' r ^ r> 




,' u 4- 




^^pasi 


m 


* ' PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AN^ARE NOT TO BEJ^J^^UTEd/oUT^ 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. / 

0. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICB 16—59266-1 ' 








i . 


NY 100-68202 

’’In her yotith sh^i^arried a refugee from India by the name 
of VIRENDRANAThJchATTOPADHAYA. AGNES SMEDLEY became 
interested in Indian and colonial affairs through this 
marriage, 

’’She linked with the Communist Party in the early 
1920s. For some reason or other she went to the Par East 
after getting contact with the Russian intelligen ce. She 
was actually Initiated into the Chinese work when^ I 

the Comintern representative, and the Indian namecL_ I 

were staying in China in order to obtain control of the 
Nationalist P arty to own under the name of Kuoraintang. It is 
my belief that| [selected AGNES SMEDLEY in view’ of the 

recommendation of her husband for work in China, It was 
apparent that the Russians wanted to use the protection of 
her American passport in exploring conditions on such territories 
where Russian agents would have been in danger* ^| 

’’She generally stayed in Shanghai from where she , 
communicated through the Russian boats touching the Shanghai 
harbor with Vladivostok where, according to our knowledge, 
the Par Eastern center of the Russian intelligence was located 
during the 1920s and the beginning of the 1930s* d'U 




I I These reports were depicting mostly 

the terroristic rule of CHIANG KAI-SHEK, after his arriv al 
in Shanghai in 1927 * I I 

I the task to create a protest movement for the 
liberation of an allegedly Swiss-trade xmion organizer who 
was caugjit in Shangh ai in 192? on thereabouts who went under 
the name of Later on I understood that he was not 

Swiss but of Polish origin and his connections with the trade 
\inion work were only occasional. He was a political agent 
of the Cora5.ntern in the territory under the control of CHIANG- 
KAI-SHEK where he tried to organize an armed upheaval, AGNES 
SMEDL!)^ has sent permanent reports about the whereabouts of 
j Rafter his detention and the dangers which she said 
menaced both his and his wife’s lives. Incidentally, I mi^t 
remark that into the campaign for the liberation of I 
were successful in drawing by medium of Professor EINS'plIN, 
S^najbpr BO RAH, then of the Foreign Relations of the ^erican 
Senate, Due to this inte'rventiion we liber at edl 
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i'- v **SMEDIjEy had met Lord MARLEY during the anti- 

imperialist conference which was organized in Shanghai in 
1932> Pppmthat time on she had apparent facility to go to 
Britlgh-controlled territories. She was, according to UJ 
laiowle4^#i a convinced Gommi^ist an# sis such a bonafide agent 
of the'^oviet Union whose Machiaveliian policies, she was ^ 
never able to see closely. S]^®DLEY was pretty much in 
contact with everybody who had some position as a liberal 
in the United States. The persons I knew of being in / 

intimate contact with SMEDL^ within the Communist J^art^' y 
of the USA were ALEXANDER^ACHTSNBERG a nd HARRISORi^EORgE. / 
ROGBR?^ftALDWIN of the American Civil Libert ies Union was one ~ 
h- er liber al contacts but 'BAl WIM, ~l.n his" capacity as 
he ad' of: .tHef C i v il Liberties' Uhioh," was interested in 
complaints'jebming up against the terroristic rule in China. 
This was notatt intimate political contact. On the con¬ 
trary, S MEDLEY wa s instructed to seek the cop-pe ration of the, 
American Civil Liberties Union in order to create a hug^ 
protest wave in America against CHIAITG KAI-SHEK's rule. 

"She was in touch with manyneople. AGNES SMEDLSY 
had a very high standing in the Secr^ Department of the 
Comintern. I had occasion to ascenes in the great esteem 
she was held in by such people a^ijj^mfiONOV, a big man of the 
Russian intelligence and also of the Secret Department of 
the Comintern. I met MIRONOV at the celebration of the 
anniversary of the Soviet revolution at the Soviet Embassy 
in Berlin, A.t that reception MIRONOV mentioned AGNES 
SMEDLEY as a mutual friend. This was in 1927, ^ 

”I saw i^GNES SliSDLSY in New York City in. 193ij- at 
the Hotfl Seville. She was in New York for a long visit, 
GUNTHEIF^TEIN was also at the Hotel Seville waiting for her* 
AGNES SMSDL.SY, when I . saw her in the Hotel Seville in 1934# 
referred to STEIN as .her collaborator," ^ 

With referen ce to GUNTHER STEIN, mentioned abpye, 
tj^onfIdentlal Informant ] of known reliabilitj^has)^.mj 

Supplied transcripts of official records of the tlapane^ 
Government showing that STEIN was a member of a Soviet 
espiona^ ring operating in Japan during the years 1936 and 
1937• ij i .^jL 4 ' - 
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The following is a summary of information not 
previously reported which has been made available to the 
New York Office by the Bureau: 


Confidential Informant I 
furnished the following informatil 


of known relii 

(U) 




ij' "AGNES SMEDLEY has also been knoi^Sf„BIRg, akd 

.PETROIKOS. This woman is an immigrant, born in "1892, and 
was ^ member of the following organizations: 

Friends of the USSR 
Protection Committee For Noullens 
Hindustan Association 
All-Chinese Labor Federation . . 

China League For Civil Rights (U) 

"She arrived in Shanghai from Berl.ln in May, 1929» 
as a correspondent for the .’Frankfurter Zeitung.’ SMEDLEY 
worked for the Western Division of the Third International, 
and, reportedly,' financed the local Indian community in 
Shanghai (statement confirmed by the S. M. P.). SMEDLEY’S 
main job was to supervise the local Communist labor organiza¬ 
tions, for .which job she received her orders directly from 
Comintern Headquarters in Moscow. While working at various 
places in China, SMEDLEY was connected with the Chinese Red 
Army, and- wrote a book entitled ’The Red Army in China’ in 
the English language. In 1935* this book was published in 
Moscow, after having been translated into Russian, P^bm 
Shanghai, AGNES SMEDLEY traveled to Moscow, where she 
resided for several years with a lady friend liio was Ed^or 
of the ’Moscow News’ (English language publication), 

Ij^nfidential Informant_ of unjmown re li ab'ilitvij ^ 

supplied the following informatidhi->' . / 

■ ' • • b2 ■ , ' 

"AGNES SPIEDLEY was one of man^ well-known individuals 
vrho was listed as an American author member who served on the 
1923 staff of International Union of. Revolutionary writers 
in issuing its official organ, 'International Literature', / 


'' 





(U) 
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■» "At the first meeting of the League of American 

Writers, acting through its National Co^lneil, AGNES SMEDLEY 
was listed as one of the individuals attending the meeting. 

It was knovm. to be affiliated officially with the Inter¬ 
national Union of Revolutionary Writers, 

"AGNES SMEDLEY was listed as one of the contributors 
of artlcies and stories to the ’Clipper* which periodical 
was published from August to October, 19i!-l» then suspended 
without;’ explanation," . _ ^2 


N 

)_Con fidential Infoimiant | | of vinknown reliabilit y ^ 

supplied the following information: 

’’Mrs. AGNES SMEDLEY, a notorious member of a Pan- 
Pacific Labour Secretariat and local correspondent of various 
German socialistic newspapers, returned to Shanghai a few..^ 
_d?Y&-jago jand is residing at Number JO-12 Rue Grouchy, French 
Concession, Shan^ai, hhe was traveling throughout China 
for the purpose of investigating ’foreign oppression of the 
Chinese' which she will report^^^^^^various papers in Germany 
and USSR. Mr s, SMED LEY has no tiusband and is living with a 
Chinese named F I who poses as her secretary. Mrs, 

SMEDLEY is a close friend of notorious Comrade EARL BROWDER»- 
an American Communist and le ader o|“ Pa n-Paci f 1 c 1 abnr activity. 
She is also in touch with Corarade-8^1d,J toerlcan ^ 

Communists who' visited Shan^ai^ast year ana -are _reputed F6 
be in Peiping at present," ) u,) 


<U) 


any 

« V-- 

DBR,. vj'V 
tivity./ '\j^ 
clean , / VV 
Bd' to' ^ 


b2 jConfidential Informant □ of known reliabilit^^flJJ^ 

oi^pplied tlie followlbig information:^ 

"Mr. J^praCENT, a Swiss 

Shanghai, on or about February lb, 1932, He pretends that x 
he came to China a^the legal representative of the NOULEN^' 
family. Later it^as found that VINCENT really was sent to- 
China by Comrade^kUNTZENBERG, a notorious German Communist 
and the Gerieral Secretary of 'Mejrabcom' (International 
Labor Aid). Since coming to bioangi^ad# VINCENT has had - r— 

several meetings with Coinrade -Tl SCI^/an d Mrs, AGNES SMEDLEY 


b2 Confidential Informant 

o^pplled the following informati 


pf known reliability. 














The January 29, 1937 issue of the ’’Dally Worker” 
contained an item captioned, ”A Warning Regarding News Prom' 
China”, The article was signed by EARL BROWDER, General 
Secretary, 'Communist Party, USA, "and stated: ’’The appearance 
in the Capitalist Press of sensational stories from China 
regarding AGNES SMEDLEY, connected up with references to the 
Chinese Communist; Party, makes it necessary to warn the 
American Public that Miss S14EDLEY is a free-lance journalist, 
who has not in the past, and does not now work under the 
direction of the Communist Party, or represent.it in any way, 
neither in China nor in the United States," 


b2 

b7D 


IXLonfidential Informant 
suoplied the following inforii|(atl 


bnr 




pf unknown reliabilltyjJ\Oi/ 

/\ 

founder 


I 


Relief 


and honorary cha3.rman of the American Committee J^'or 
and Education of Russian Refugee Children, was described as a 
fraud, and under fraudulent pretenses obtained large sums of 
money from wealthy families in the United States. This woman 
was also described as being the ringleader of a group of 
Russians for the furtherance of Russian policies in New York 
City. AGNES SMEDLEY was alleged to be a very active member 
of the I I Group, An article written by SlfflDLEY 

appeared in the 'New York Herald Tribune’, October 3, 1937, 
dated Shanghai, China," 

An article in the "Daily Worker" for May ij., 1937, 
captioned, "SMEDLEY Is Not A Member Of Chinese Party", reads 
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follows: ”The press in China and in the United States of 

America has published many stories regarding AGNES SiMEDLEY, 
the American writer, stating among other things that she is 
organically connected with the Communist Party of China, 

The Central Conpiittee of the Communist Party of China wished 
to officially announce that Miss SMEDLEY has no organic 
connection with the Communist Party of China.” 

On August 27 , 1942»_ of the ’'National 

Republic Magazine”, furnished photostatic material consisting 
of clippings from newspapers and other publications. 

One of these clippings, which bears the pencil 
notation 5 / 19 / 37 » was a United Press dispatch, dateline at 
Yennanfu, China, taken from an unidentified newspaper. This 
article states that ”Nearly penniless, ill and harassed by 
political enemies, AGNES SMEDLEY, t-5» writer, daughter of a 
Missouri farm family, today was waging a grim battle against 
'powerful interests' which seek the withdrawal of her American 
citizenship, 

’’The 'powerful interests', which Miss SMEDLEY 
declines to name, demand the State Department withdraw her 
citizenship on grounds she is a member of the Chinese Communist 
Party and a 'Red agitator'. The charges are being investigated 
by American consular authorities in Shanghai.” 

The article states that Miss SMEDLEY made a state¬ 
ment denying membership in the Communist Party or the Red Army 
or of being adviser to the Chinese Soviets, but admitting 
that she was a Communist sympathizer. 

Also included in this material was an article by 
LEWIS’GANNETT entitled, "AGNES SMEDLEY - Her Life With The 
Chinese Reds,” A notation indicates that this article appeared 
‘in the "Washington Post” for July 1, 1930. The article gives 
a brief biographical sketch of SMEDLEY and is devoted mainly to 
a review of her book "China Fights Back”. The article states, 
"Her previous books on China were written in Shanghai; though 
filled with a passion for the extraordinary feats of China's 
Red Armies, they were stories told at secondhand. This bodit 
is first-hand stuff, the diary of a participant and of a n. 
partisan, , . , This is the story of that Eighth Route Army ^ 
which , . . , , was China's Red Army, the enemy of the 
'republic.'” 











b2 

b7D 


# 
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an art 
byjpr: 



The magazine, “Asia", of February, 1938> contained 
e, entitled, ’’The Passing of the Chinese Soviets", 
ALES, 'The following is quoted from this article: 


’’Through a small hole in the paper window at which 
I occasiohA^^ly watch the life in the courtyard, I can see my 
husky bodygUhi'd from the O.G.P.U. fingering his new Kuoraintang cap 
in gingerly fashion, rubbing the boiirgepis blue-and-white 
.enamel symboX, No doubt he is thinking of the tat’hered old 
bloth Red Star that he wore from Kiangsi on the Long March and 
^l^eserved with his own lovi^ fingers when it became im- 
reco^izable. But the Red.-Star is no longer visible on the 
once Soviet horizon. Even*CHil4IEH wears a Kuoraintang cep. 

And AGNES SMEDLBY tool The idioltt Chinese Red Army is now 
clothed in regulation' Kuoraintang Uniforms supplied by Nanking. 

It has not even a name but only a number like all other armies 
lender the central government; it is the Eighth Route Army 
of the National Revolutionary Army of China," 


l^onfidential Informant I | of known r eliability^ 

made available the February, 19l;o "Monthly Bulletin" issued 
by the National Women’s Commission, Communist Party, The 
bulletin makes reference to AGNES SMEDLEY'S book "Battle 
Hymn of China", which describes the celebration by the Womens 
National Salvation Association attached to the Chinese Red 
Army behind Japanese lines on March 8, 1938* 



The "Daily Worker" for January 3» 1939» carried an 
article stating that beginning January 22, 1939> the "Sunday 
Worker" would be improved and that the Magazine Section in the 
future would feature articles by outstanding writers such as 
AGNES SMEDLEY and others. 


The "German American", a German language publication 
in New York City, which was the official organ of the German 
American Emergency Conference, stated in the second issue dated 
June, 1942 , that the aims of the publication were to be "the 
destruction of Nazism and Fascism throughout the world and 
complete liberation of the German people from the Nazi yoke." In 
this issue was also a statement which called for the "unity of all 
anti-Nazis regardless of political opinion or religious belief," 
AGNES SMEDLEY was a contributor to the October, 19X-3 issue of 
this publication. 
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"The Par Eastern Crisis" over a CBS program originating from 


this 


] 


Radio Station KNX. One of the other speakers or 
program was AGNES SMEDLBY. On August 11, 19li.2,I 
d I of the "Los Angeles Dally News", f\Arnished 

the following inforijfetlon Tnhich he received from AGNES 
SMEDLEY, Riiral Routes 2, Box ll+SC, Ojai, California: 

j! 

"CARROLL^UNT is broadcasting over Radio Station 
KMPC and KPA.S at 8:l5 P. M. several nights a week. He has 
lectured in the United States for sometime on Sino-Japanese 
relations, having as his theory that China began the war 
and that the Chinese were anti-foreign and, therefore, America 
had nothing to expect from China should it be victorious," 


b7C 


Miss SMEDLEY also stated that she had once debated 
with LUNT over the air and had twice challenged his viewpoint 
at other meeting s in Los Angeles. ./She was c ertain that she had 
heard LUNT was a I I whom she stated 

was "the notorious Japanese agent." 


b7C 


Program Director at KNX and 
CBS, Hollywood, California, advised that on October 26, 194l» 
CARROLL LUNT spoke extemporaneously on the Par Eastern 
question with AGNES SMEDLEY, former correspondent of the 
"Manchester Guardian". LUNT took the position that Japan 
was a strong nation and was of the opinion that it would 
injure the chances of the Allies if arms were sent to the 
Par East to fight Japan, thus depriving England and Russia, 

He suggested that after Germany and the Axis were taken care 
of that the Japanese matter would take care of itself, 

SMEDLEY took the position that Japan should be 
strictly opposed by the United States and that the United 
States should accept no terms except the withdrawal of Japan 
from China and said that if Japan would not wlthdi*aw, the 
United States should use force of arms; that Japan could be 
eliminated by the "bombing of her matchwood cities" in a very 
short time. 


b7C 


] University Club, Los 


b7C 


Angeles, stated that CARROLL LUNT and AGNES SMEDLEY appeared 
as speakers at a session of the Book Review Meeting st this 
Club on September 24, 1941, She stated that AGNES SMEDLEY 
showed a decided disapproval of LUNT, whom she believed to 
be a Japanese propagandist. 
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ICLonfidenmal Informant 
advised that MAXIfi^^EBER, Fifth Avenue. Hew York C ity, 



maintain ed an account with the I \ 

Ht Milford, New Jersey, Ihe records of this hank 
show that on Pebruary 2, 1943) a check ih the amoxxnt of 
$500.00 was deposited to the credit of this acco\ant. The 
deposit ticket contained a notation as follows: "For 
AGNES SMEDLEY: 'A Pew Things You Should Know About Asia' 
from McCalls (Red Book)*” 

On August_ 304 , JL2Ia3j:, AGNE^ was i^ 

B u 3 ?eau Age n^r ~a-t. New Ynrk City. She advised that CARROLC 
LuNT xfas openly pro-Japane¥e and that shortly before Pearl 
Harbor, LUNT had participated in a round table discussion 
of the Women's University Club, Los Angeles, at which time 
he advocated the Japanese control of China. 

WILLIAM SOSKIN, President of Howell, Soskin Publish¬ 
ing Company, New York City,- stated his company had published 
a book entitled, ’’America's Role In Asia", written by HARRY 
PAXTOMQWARD. 


i 




thatl 
his 


stated he had heard a report 


iinok reviewer for the ’’New York Herald Tribune", 

I had a questionable background in China prior to 
C Qmi.ng*T.n thft United States, according to information 

had received from AGNES SMEDLEY, a journalist 




which 

and author who had spe nt nnna1der ab1e time in China prior to 


Pearl Harbor. [[ 


^stated that 


was believed to 


have ma de an independent investigation of his own concerning 
and was believed to have found SMEDLEY'S remarks un- ■ 


founded. 


stated that AGNES SMEDLEY is Communistically 


inclined, having, on numerous occasions, written b».oks svm- 
pathetic to the Commionist cause in China. It was 


opinion that SMEDLEY, if she was not a member of the 
Communist Party, was at least a "fellow traveler." 


] 


made ava ilable a file maintained hv h1s 
I which contained a^ 

I .<a Rnl ffi Aa'in"- by ' 


office concerningf 

book entitled, "America' s' Role in Asia’’, by‘TYTrEH’'5BNNETT ^ 
This review stated, "His book tends toward the muck-raking 
^__gide; there are no heroes with the possible exception, of ^ 
Sun Yat-Sen and the Chinese Communists." 
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-1 The file als o contained a letter from |to 

wherein_ stated, after having been told by 

of SMEDLEY'S accusations against her, ”It occxirs to 
me that asu$iiaung Ching-Wei has declared war on the United 
States, to accuse me of being a Waung agent, means to 
accuse me of being an enemy agent. If addled AGNES has 
put this in writing, it seems to me that I have a perfect 
case for a criminal libel suit,...She hasn’t a thing 
excepting my contributions to the ’Tribune' some years ago. 
She may know that I worked in I’ang's office for a while, 
hnt T dnnht ^ f she knows even that] | 

|, ..of which I am informing you quite 
coni'identialiy, •• ,-- 


coni ideni 


Conf idenMal 
advised as follows 


[nforraanl 

(U) 


of known reliability, ^70 


"At a meeting of Branch 370, King ( 
(State of Washington) on January 13, 19[|.I{.,|^ ' 
Literature Director of the Branch, urged thal 


>f the CP 


ie members 


present buy a 'p^phlet entitled ’Battle Hymn of China' by 
AGNES: SMEDLEY.’Ofj^ (U) 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, in an article in "The 
Worker", captioned "International Women's Day", stated: 
"AGNES SMEDLEY tells in 'Battle Hymn of China' of an 
International Women's Day celebration she attended among 
them (the Guerilla fighters of China) behind, or more cor¬ 
rectly Inside, the Japanese lines, led by the Women's 
National Salvation Association," > 


Confidential Informant 
advised as followss/ 



of known reliability. 


1__I of k 

the Abraham Li ncoln .School a nd allegedly a member of the 
CPA, said that | |was invited to attend a meeting k 

of the School on March 19, l94il-, honoring AGNES SMEDLEY, 
author of 'Battle Hymn of China' , who was appearing in 
Chicago under the auspices of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee. Persons invited to the School meeting included 
several members of the International Workers Order and a 
n\imber of friends of the School, several of whom were .^en'^fi 
alleged members of the CPA or Communist sympathi zers. "Ji 


IP 
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WILLIAM LW^ATTERSON, of Chicago, stated that on 
March 26, 19i|i)., the North Side American-Soviet Priendship 
Committee would meet and have a book review of AGNES 
SI®DLEY«S "Battle Hymn of China" _ 


tpnfider^tial Informant 
advised as followi 


i 

; t< 


of known reliabilityJ 



was trying to organize 
of Monday, March 27, 1944. 
to get in touch with AGNES 
the program." 


of the American Youth for Democracy 
a rallz_Jin_jOb~serve World Youth Week 
] stated that she desired 
SMEDLEY and have'^er appear on 


Confidential Informant 
advised as follows? 


of known reliability. 


"AGNES SMEDLEY, war correspondent and author, was 
the speaker at a meeting of the Rochester Porum League held 
at the Powers Hotel on Sunday Evening, April 2, 1944» The 
Rochester Porum League is a Sunday Evening Porum sponsored 
by the Professional Group, of the Rochester Community Club 
the Communist Party organization in Rochester, New York." 

i 

' Co nfidential informant 
advised that 


of known reliability. 


\ while residing at the 
home of BERT0LT)*^BSECHT, had received a enmmnnloatl nn fnnm 
AGNES SMEDLEY, Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, New York, I 
as identified as a Danish fririter, author of "This Dangerous 


Ua 

Vfe: 


, who, in November, 1943> visited in the home of HANS 
EISLER, brother of GERHARlfeSLER. She was also on the 
Advisory Board of the Anti-Nazi Student Committee of 
New York City, a German Communist organization. ^ iV] 


Confider;4ial Informahtl 
advised as followsY/yj;;;^ (U) 

"Miss AGNES SMEDLEY, 6526 Selma Avenue, Hollywood, 
California, was to receive the Russian publication, 'Voks', 

5 and 6,"^^^^ 

Confidential Inf or man t| 
advised on August 1, 1944», that 


of known 



ility. 


of known reliability 
SMEDLEY was one of the 


(U 







12 







NY 100-68282 




collaborators of the magazine "Preies Deutschland", which 
is published in Mexico. The purpose of the magazine is 
said to be to furnish an organ in which all anti-Nazi and 
anti-Pascist Germans can voice t!^ir/bpinions in a concentrated 
effort to crush the Nazi regime. 


Volume 90, Part 10 of the Appendix to the Congres¬ 
sional Record contained an extension of remarks of Honorable 
JOHN S. GIBSON of Georgia, in the House of Representatives, 
September 6, i9l4.il-* The following is quoted from this 
source: 


"On October 29, I brought-to the attention of the 
House a very ugly attack made on the South by one AGNES 
SMEDLEY.... At the time I made this address before the 
House, I did not have any information whatever on AGNES 
SMEDLEY as an individual,... I want to impart,... some 
information that I have received with regard to her which I have 
every reason to presijrae to be the truth, 

"I learned that she is a regular contributor, and 
has been for the past l5.years, to the 'New Masses', which is 
an official organ of the CP- in the US. I learned further that 
she is a contributor to the 'Daily Worker', also an official 
organ of the CF, I further learned that she was an artist 
for the magazine known as ?Pight' which was the official 
publication of the American League for Peace and Democracy, 
which organization has been found to be a Communist front 
by Attorney General BIDDLE and the Dies Committee, 

"in the year 1938, she sent greetings and was 
sponsor of a banquet given in honor of MOTHER BLOOR, so- 
called first lady of the CP in the US, 


"She is the author of many books which portray 
the glory of the CP and its great caus^ She was the author 
of 'Short Stories from China', which was published in Moscow 
in 1935. She was the author of 'China's Red Army Marches', 
in which she described in glowing language how the Reds 
with people other than whites had overcome the whites in 
revolutions. She pictures the great benefits received from 
Comrauiist revolutions, It is quite significant that ROBERT 
MORSS^OVETT, whose Communistic affiliations and activities 
have been subjects of concern to the membership of this 
House, tdiich by vote prohibited any further funds being paid 
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party at the 
flyer who wa 


home a Lieutenant 
down over Communis 






/Confidential Informant_ tof known r eliability. 

advised tii^ on April 21, 19l|.5i, of the 

magazine "Araerasia”, stated th^ she had placed an order 
for three c^i^ of ’’Battle. Hymn of China’* by AGHES 
SMEDLEI.Wf UU/ / 


When I_ I _Iwaw on the night of June 

6, 19i|-^ in company with and others and charged 

with theft of secret United Btates Government doc\aments, 
he had among his effects a list of names including that 
of AG5JES SMEDLEY, Yaddo, Saratog^ Springs, New York* 

Co nfidential Informan?l _ of known reliability, 

advised that I l of the Communist 

Political Association of Buffalo, had remarked that he 
heard one AGNES SMEDLSY speak on the Chinese situation, and / 
stated that it appears that the policy toward Chinese / 

Communists had changed because of the State Dep^ tment, 

~| suggested that^ the Communis if PoliTi(raT ^ 

Association should telegraph to General ^ILLWELL lorging 
him to take part in revoking this policy 

/Confidentj^^L^Informant of unknown reliability^ 

advised that i I one of mese arrested on charges 

of theft of secret government doc\mients in the Araerasla 
case, had stated in a biography which he forwarded to a 
publishing house, that* he had made a study of the works of 
AGNES SMEDLEY. 


A 




Confidential I^ormant 
advised that on SAntembfi^^ . 19 
communication to^ I on 


date. 




nt|_I of known reliability, 

19k5, AGNES SMEDLEY sent a 
one of the three Communist 




se delegates 

to me Francisco uonference. On 


was residing a1 



The follovjing item was in the October, 1945 issue 
of ’’Preies Deutschland" (Ppee Germany) Mexico City, page 
29t ’’AGNES SMEDLEY, the greet American who is so well 
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"informed on China has Just completed a book, ’The Life and 
Times of Chuh Teh', The work presents a history of the 
revolutionary movement in China during the last 60 yeans 
and is based on the life of General Chu, who f'urnished 
AGNES SMEDLEY with most of the details." 

"Diario Popular", a Comraimist labor daily newspaper, 
Montevideo, Uruguay, for November I 4 ., 1945, contained an 
article on Page 3 entitled, "Formation and Decay of 
Kuomintang", by AGNES SMEDLEY. < 

Confidential Informant!_j of known reliabllity,V^^ 

advised that AGNES SMEDLEY was -one of many who endorsed a ^ 


publication known as "Dejpubrim 
in Mexico) by EGON ERVII-MISCH. 


!exico" (Discoveries 


)ilit: 


/ Confidential Informant | of know n .rell4billty .\\ 

Advised tha t wfailiafhe was in CPA Headquarters. I I \' 

and I [ were discussing the possibilities \ 

of obtaining AGNES SMEDLEY to sit on the ^atf^m the ' 

night WILLIAM Z. POSTER spoke in Buffalo, 

Confidential Informantj jof known reliability, 

advised as followsKj^/ 

"On January^6, 1947* AGNES SMEDLEY was scheduled , i 
to lecture before the Chicago Council of American-Soviet \ ' 
Friendship, Her topic was to be 'American and Soviet Par V 
Eastern Policy'. SMEDLEY recently returned from China, Her V 
best book seller was stated to be y^The Battle'Hymn of ' \ 

China', and is one of the kev sourAes of In formation on 
that explosive area. an employee of the 

above organization,\^^t^duced AGNES S]y]EDLEY as the 'fighting 
woman in China'", ^ (U) 

Confidential Informant of known reliability, 

advised as follows: I-^ / 

"On March 12, 1947,__ Dire ctor of 

the Samuel Adams School , contact ed I j Trustee of 

the School, and invited I I to afcena a reception to AGNES 

SMEDLEY being given by the Samuel Adams School* ivti 


V V* 
• V 4 


VI, 


Director of 


(U)v 
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b2 


Confidential Informant 
advised as follows: 




of unknown reliability. 


’*A Chinese Communist Army propaganda officer, when 
speaking before a number of the resident Methodist Mission 
pupils, Changli, China, on May 19, 1947» after the Chinese 
Communist Eighth Route Army took over part of Changli and 
the adjacent Methodist Mission, explained the objectives 
of the Communist Eighth Route Array, He said that the aim 
of this Army was to free the people of China from the 
imperialism of the Chiang Kai Shek Regime. He said that 
China has been freed from the Japanese, only to become 
victims of American imperiali^s^ but that there are so; 
good Americans, such as EDGAf^lSNOW and AGNES SMEDLEY." 


1 



^jiurnlshed the following information: 


(I 


] 


”AGNES SMEDLEY appeared on the combined list of 
sponsors for the Civil Rights Congress, National Conference, 
scheduled in Chicago, November 21 to 23, 1947»” 

ICLonf idential 
advised as follows: 

’’The Board of Trustees of the Samuel Adams School 
for Social Studies, Boston, Massachusetts, after being 
included by the Attorney General of the United States on 
the list of organizations coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835, issued a letter on December 15, 

191x7, which indicates the attitude assumed by the School 
with respect to its inclusion on this list. In their 
letter, the Board of Trustees pointed out that during its 
short existence the Samuel. Adams School had made a notable 
contribution to the level of general education and their 
students and the public had been privileged to hear and 
meet personally such notable persons as AGNES SMEDLEY, 
among many others.” 

According to an article appearing in the column 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, in January, 1948, ANNA LOUISE STRONG 


[nformant 


of known reliability^ 
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was a principal speaker at a conference on "American Policy 
in China and the Par East". This conference was followed 
by a two-day session at the Roosevelt Hotel, in which AGNES 
SMEDLEY was to participate# ^ 

. The "Daily Worker" of Anrll 7. 19ka/ advi sed that ^ 

AGNES SMEDLEY would be interviewed by | ~| ovQr the,\^'‘ 

Mutual Network at 9: 30 P. M,, April 1 , 1948. The program's 
was sponsored by the CIO United Electrical, Radio and \ 

Machine Workers, and was announced by the Committee for ^ ^ yj/ \ 
a Democratic Par Eastern Policy. ^ > 

The same issue of the "Daily T^rker*' contained an 
article stating that the arrest of PABL^wEARTOA, a Chilean 
Senator and "world famous poet", was protested in a letter 
directed to the President of Chile signed by a number of . 
persons including AGNES SMEDLEY. 

The "New York Post-Home News", of May 10, I 9 I 48 , 
contained a full page ad, entitled "Speak Up Today Or Lose 
Everything Tomorrow", published over the name of the Civil 
Ri^ts Congress, New York City. Among the listed sponsors 
of the Civil Rights Congress appeared the name of AGNES 
SMEDLEY. 

The August 15 » 1948 issue of the "Demokratische 
Post", a German publication in Mexico City, Mexico, contained 
an article entitled, "Pight Por Peace Just Begun", which 
reads as follows: "Priends, on this fifth anniversary of 
the founding of your paper, I wish to extend my fraternal 
greetings and express ity admiration for yoxar untiring and 
ceaseless struggle against Pascisra and for democracy. As 
we all know, Pascisra was not destroyed with the defeat of 
Nazi Germany, nor was peace established. In truth, it seems 
that the real fight is only beginning. May yo\ir paper continue 
to exist and do its share in the anti-war struggle." AGNES 
SMEDLEY, Palisades, Rockland County, New York. 

AGNES SMEDLEY was oiie of the signers of a petition 
which was described in an article appearing in the "Daily 
Worker" for October I 8 , 1948* entitled, "34 Notables Sign 
A Petition Por JAPRC Eleven", 
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Thtf October 5> 19i!-8 issue of the ’’China Digest", 
in an artic^ entitled, "A Former 0. I. in China Writes", 
by JIMMY Z.^IMPERLEY, stated that Miss AGFES SMEDLEY 
was a regular speaker at Shanks Village, Rockland County, 

New York, The article stated that Miss SIVEDLEY'S talks 
dealt with China, 

The November 16, 19il8 issue of the "Daily Worker", 
in a statement released through the National Council df 
American-Soviet Friendship, called for the reestablishment 
of cooperation between the United States and the Soviet 
Union, Among the persons who signed this statement was 
AGNES SMEDLEY. 

Confidemtial Informant] | of knoiifn reliability, 

advised as followe: 

_, while discussing a Soviet reception 

held in November, 194 ^> and which she attended, remarked that 
she met SMEDLEY, a Chinese writer among others. She further 
remarked that she and AGNES SMEDLEV spoke to Ambassa^dor 
A, S>4j£ANYUSHKIN, and then they were slipped Is^ck^o make 
way for Attorney General CLARK and his wife," (U) 




billtyj^ (U) 


/confidential Informant of known reli§billtyj^ 

advised as follows: ^ // ' 

" An i ndividual be lie v e d ^ t o. be I __ 

discussed with , wif«^of_ member of the 

Communist Party, Denver, Colorado, the writings of EDGAR SNOW 
and AGNES SMEDLEY concerning China. Both agreed they were 
sympathetic towards the Chinese Communists, though they did 
not know for sure whether these people were actually members 
of the Coraraxmlst Party," 

\Confidential Informant of known reliabilityJ ^ 

advised as follows: / 


of known reliabilityJ 


"The names AGNES Sl'lSDLEY, author, Rockland County, 
New York, appears on a list of names entitled, 'Partial 
List of Committee Members'., Her name also appears as one 
of those who signed a petition to President Trijman urging 
abolition of Jim Crow 'Silver-Gold' discrimination in the 
Panama Canal Zone." 
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Confidential xm'ormant 
advised as follows 


Li Wf • 

of known reliability. 



"0. J0H]^|fe0G<jE in a speech at the Cultural and 
Scientific Conference for World Peace held March 25-27, 

19li-9 at Hew York City mentions the name of AGNES SMEDLSY 
and refers 'Injustice on one side is matched by injustice on 
the other. The injustice to AGNES SMEDLEY by the United ' 
States is matched by\tt^irLiustlce to ANNA LOUISE STRONG 
by the Soviet Uni on.'04,^ (U) 

"At the writing and publishing panel of this con¬ 
vention, AGNES SMEDLSY was one of the speakers\whcyreceived 
three minutes and her speech dealt with China. "K (U) 

The pamphlet entitled "Alert”, Issue #72, lists 
AGNES SMEDLEY as an initiative sponsor of the Committee for 
Free Political Advocacy. 


A mimeographed pamphlet of the "Call to Paris 
World Peace Congress" states that AGNES SliEDLEY was one of 
a number of American sponsors* 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG advised that AGNES SMEDLEY has 
written some extremely good books on China. She stated -ttiat 
she has run across SMEDLEY in China and also met her in the 
United States but not recently. STRONG stated that she does 
not believe SMEDLEY is a Communist because in her opinion 
SMEDLEY does not have a disciplined personality and the 
Communist, therefore, would not want her. SMEDLEY is a very 
emotional Joiirnalist. "She gets terribly fond of the 
Chinese Communists, and then something happens and she does 
not like them". STRONG stated it is her personal opinion 
that SliEDLEY is not a Communist Party member. 


On April 27, 19h-9» the "Daily Worker" carried an 
article written by ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, which stated 
that "many sterling fighters for civil rights such as . , . 
AGNES SMEDLEY ... and others are today associated with the 
Civil Rights Congress." 


-PENDING- 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report 
of SA'jAI'fflS T. O'BRIEN, dated 

at New York, N. Y., are identified as follows: 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 

b2 






I Informat-ion was 

obtained by SA A. ROBERT SWANSON. 

IDA, Par East Command. 

_[Report, dated December 15, 1947* 

which consists of data translated 
from Nazi Geistapo files in China. 

Report of SA' JAMES G. FINDLAY, 7/17/42, 
Los Angeles, entitled "LEAGUE OP AMERICAN 
WRITERS, INTERNAL SECURITY - C". 






b2 




b2 


Memorandum #1, March l5, 1931, from the 
United States Treasury Attache, Shanghai, 
China, to the.Commissioner of Customs, 

New York City, 

Letter of July 9, 1934 to Director from 
Treasiiry Department, forwarding a letter 
from Treasury Attache, Shanghai, China, 

♦ 

Report of SA WILLIAM.W, WELTE, Washington, 
D. C., 2/15/45, captioned "FRANCIS 
EUGENE WALDRON, was; INTERNAL SECURIOY - 
C", which states the information was 
originally received by the Bureau from 
a reliable foreign source. 


1 I informa¬ 

tion obtained 10/23/37 by SA J. A. MURPHY, 
New York City, 


h9 
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ADMIHISTRATIVE PAGE (Continued) 


Milford, iJiew Jersey. 







i See report of SA | _ 

Los Angeles, 6/6/k4» entitle 
^T^TOTGEHMAR ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS 
ANGELES AREA, INTERNAL SECURITY - R”. 

Office of Censorship report, July 1, 

1944 . 

United States Censorship report, 

August 1, 1944* 


heport of SA 

6/28/45, Boston, entitled "THE SAMUEL 
ADAMS SCHOOL, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C”. 



Memo from B os to] 
7/11/45 re 
ESPIONAGE - R^ 


to the D irector. 
I ET AL, 
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Mail cover on | |bj 

New Ynrlr rnt.v. tjeitiporary residence 
of 


Report of | 
at Mexico City. 


dated 11/8/45 



Report of SA 

3/24/b-7, Chicago, entitled "CHICAGO 
COUNCIL OP AMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP 
INTERNAL SECURIIY - C". - . 

Report of SA 7/1/47* 


Report of SA 7/1/47* 

Boston, entitled, "THE SAMUEL 
ADAMS SCHOOL, INTERNAL SECURITY - C". 

Report by^In 
regard to treatment given to Mission 
members by Chinese Communists 
in May, 1947 at Changli, received 
from the State Department, 10/10/47• 



Bxxreau Informant 


Report of SA 



ton, entitled, i_ 

aka; INTERNAL SECURITY 


Washington Informant 

Denver Informant _ 

Confidential Informan 
Field Office, 


a 


Washington 
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ADMINlStRATTyE page ( Contluttfdl V 

I-1 

N«w*Yorkf k/S2/4.^* * NATIONAL 

SSotoil OF'jm 

PROPESSIOIS, INTiRIAL SlGURITY - C , 


bVC 








At New York, N. Y. 


•» Will interview the following Informants of the 
New York Office for all information they possess concerning 
SMEDLEYrX^ jyj 


b7C 



(U) 


b7D 


Will obtain background information on IRVINd A. 
ISAACS and S. SIDNEY SMITH of the firm of SMITH & ISAACS, 
attorneys, 527 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA JAMES T. O'BRIEN, 

2/10/51, New York. 




f 
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REP. J. LEROY JOHNSON 
REV. WILLIAM R. JOHNSON 
REP. WALTER H. JUDD 

♦REV. WILLIAM C, KERNAN 
LUCIAN S. KIRTLAND 

♦ IRENE KUHN 

♦ WILLIAM LOEB 

♦ EDNA LONIGAN 
REV. DANIEL A. LORD, S.J. 

CLARE BOOTHE LUCE 
DR. FRANK L. MELENEY 

♦ EMMA DeLONG MILLS 
MRS. VICTOR MORAWETZ 
HON. JAMES R. NOLEN 

♦ REV. RONALD NORRIS, C.P. 

♦ LISTON M. OAK 

« JOHN O'CONNOR 

F. GORDON O'NEILL 
JOHN S. POTTER 
DR. RCSCOE POUND 
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH 
DR. LELAND REX ROBINSON 
DEAN WILLIAM F. RUSSELL 
MRS. JOSEPH SCHUMPETER 
DR. CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT 
DR. AURA SEVERINGHAUS 
MARGARET PROCTOR SMITH 

♦WILLIAM H. SMYTH 

♦ BENJAMIN STOLE ERG 

♦ DR. FRED J. TOOKER 


The enclosed clippings from the DAILY WORKER 
tell quite a story* 

The ashes of Agnes Smedley, an American, were 
buried with high honors by Peiping Communist big-wigs on 
May 6th this year. These were high honors for an Americi 
traitor during the war between Communist China and the 
United States, 
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Mr. .. 

Mr. Ni^!;i3Jc 
Mr. .. 

Mr. Trticy... 
Mr. P.arbo 

... 

i ... 

.:... 

Tele. Rooiri. 

Mr. NcG«;e. 


Miss Smedley played an important part, by her wri 
ings and speeches, in bringing about the downfall of our frveS 
in China, and the triumph of our enemies. General Douglas Mac 
Arthur revealed that she had acted as a Soviet espionage agent 
in connection with the Sorge spy ring. 

As a friend and adviser of General Stilwell, Agnes 
Smedley influenced that general’s attitude. In his recent tes¬ 
timony General Marshall stated that he had been influenced 
in turn by General Stilwell. 

The clipping about General Stilwell from the DAILY 
WORKER reveals that he had apparently somehow or other 
gone all out for the Communists before his death. The General 
Chu Teh, under whom he wrote he would like to fight, was then, 
and is still, the Supreme Commander of the Chinese Communist 
Armed Forces. 

Americans who are confused about the situation in the 
Far East need not feel apologetic. The revealed confusion of 
General Marshall and General Stilwell, which stems in part 
from Agnes Smedley, who was not confused, furnishes a com-^- 
plete excuse for the confusion both in the press and in thejpub" 
lie mind. „ . ^ ^ 








♦ASHLEY L. TOTTEN 
♦FREDA UTLEY 
DR. DONALD D. VAN SLYKE 
LOUIS WALDMAN 
DR. JEROME P. WEBSTER 
♦ DR. MAURICE WILLIAM 
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^ittna Honors Agnes Smedly 

Government, Cultural Leaders Attend Rites; 

Ashes Interred m Cemetery of Revolutionaires 

PEKING. Ma,. 6 (HSINHUA) (By Mail).-Agnes Smedley was buried to Pettou to the new '*l«'wW 
cemetery for revolutionaries west of the city today. The ashes of thp fam,.. c a • . WBPI - * 1 ^ 1 

nalist and friend of the Chinese people werl brou^tW S ^ 

deference to her last wishes. Among the 800 people who attended the memo V 

noted Chinese writers and artistic workers Mao Tun, Ting Ling Lao She H..o« ^ 

~ ri Lh AH~V»r/;.. &» 

and relief organizations. The Brit- rhof pionage and all sorts of dirty work Kant'friends:songai slmg by jp'dul Kobeson anc 
ish people^s delegation and many cfese PeonlVf tr- n®Chi5 CiTt ^r^^ of lan^age-recordings 

personal friends of Miss SmedleyLiberation because of her tine friendship., a FnL SheJ improve her knowledge of Chi- 

Chinese and foreign, were akt She represented the true Ainerican^a H.teh:nese. A tiny book in a red cloth 

present at the meetirfg. "She loved the Chinese people and people. (i^eoige Hatem). cover contained the words of revo- 

__,Map Tun, noted, anther, and T TV ™.r .. .. .. .. I .““V 


ueieganon ana many ^he r}iinp=.c^. r t Mneaiey helped er-in-Pbipf -r u u* ian^age-recordmgs t) 

personal friends of Miss Smedley, 7® Liberation because of her ti-ue friendship. SheJ improve her knowledge of Chi- 

Chinese and foreign, were akt She represented the true AinericanH.teh:iiese. A tiny book in a red cloth 

present at the meetirfg. "She loved the Chinese people and people. (i^eoige Hatem). cover contained the words of revo- 

Mao Tun, noted author and n cifthe llutionary songs from many yeah 

vice-chairman of the All-China fit ^ j L^rabon. And, m him,J British peoples delegation and oi p P HALL of the Youththese possessions she has 
Federation of Literature and Arts r their interna- British friends of China, said; 7^6 the memorial serv- to Commander-in-Chief Chu 

Circles first paid tribute to A.' Her deatli resulting -^gnes Smedley was a woman of ‘5® o the relics of ^ - 

Smedley, describing her as a faith- „ persecution of the Amer- Sjeat ^urage who devoted her Smedley-the possessions After the memorial, the funeral 

fill friend of the Chinese people. -Jw Is anotlier proof h/e to the struggle against oppres- earned with her to England, cortege set out for Peking’s sub* 

He said that the Chinese people imperialism is the ^ ^ , and which so typified her lifi. nrbs. Agnes Smedl^ S werdl 

would commemorate Agnes Snied- progressive ?he fought for the cause of the | There were her typewriter, cam- m tli® cemetery for revo? 

ley with more determined actions. {?if“ a'* , ®^” cause us to people strugglmg against I mtim set, her notebooks, many I at 3 p.m. and she is'- 

Ting Ling, well known author-mol imperialism still ®^i«h OD^jon. for Hie cause oi them having great historical I forever sidd by sia> 

ess. described the struggle and resofute In* ® strugglingjvalue. A senes of letters to Com- the People’s iliberation Amiy 

life of Agnes Smedleyf “China “ ^giitmg apmst it as Japanese oppression and ^o^adcr-m-Chief Chu Teh and oth- M^gi^ters who fell ifi the cause for 

will forev^ cherish Zk ^ ?' ‘^e persecuHomh^ liberation of tlie cLS nS- 

of this heroic daughter of the wu YUKT Pir r-. i c i. v ""as suffering from the Ameri-|P»- Bouquets were presented by 

American people and faithful tan-„£ *epSe'<B»l“f’^tings Agnes One letter from!Peoples Liberation Army fighters 

friend of the Chinese people,” she fetratim. nf i ®®l‘®l/^“un- ^?*.®‘l',®y brought the message of iP“,berself thanked her ®"'l ber personal friends. 

said. ^ of China, described Agnes Chmas struggle and New Chtaai^®/ber mterest in writing a book- 

General Hsiao Hua spoke onCh 1" ril tlmughout the world, “fbjs bfe and enclosed some ma- 

behalf of the Chines Voplc’slfrom t£ i. P'^®''®"* 1" *“6 wirings and in this soill*®"®!® ^r this. 

Libemtion Amiy. ‘Sh. ^ranSricaS ^def Jb® i“r” ' gmmophone 

periauits under thc| Among others who paid tribute were a series of Chinese 


>tilwell Itched to Fight 
n Chu-Teh’s Army 


Gen. Joseph Stilwell wanted to shoulder 
m ride under the Chinese Communists to 
light against Chiang Kai-shek’s military 
dictatorship. This was made very plain In 
Stilwell’s letter to a friend, first reprinted 
In The Johannes Steel Report: 

“Can you imagine me kowtowing to Ho 
Ying Chin? Alsop's statement is entirely 
false. He could never have seen such a 
letter because I never wrote it. In short 
he is a liar and a very spiteful one. and I 
trust you will so inform your friend Watts. 
There are times when I get a rush of blood 
to the head, and then I remember an old 
Spanish proverb—(‘La mierda, cusnto mas 
« mueve. tanto mas hiede.’) Or in Eng- 
ish. “The more you stir up manure, the 
nore it stinks.’ Only it’s a shorter word 
h an ‘manu re.’ 

‘Tsn c Manchuria a spectacle? But what 
id they expect? Geo. Marshall can’t walk 


on water. It makes me itch to throw down 
my shovel and get ov^r there and shoulder 
a rifle with Chu Teh.'* 

Among other things, this letter by Amer¬ 
ica’s hero of the CBI shows: 

• 1. That under no conditions could “Uncle” 
Joe Stilwell conceive of “kowtowing" to 
Chiang Kai-shek's chief of staff (Ho Ving 
Chin), only recently In the U..8. for the 
Kuomintang dictatorship. 

2. *lliat Herald Tribune columnist, 
Alsop, was distorting Stllwell’s views. 

3. ‘That one of the biggest reasons for the 
civil war In China was U. S. transportation 
of Kuomintang divisions to Manchuria, 
while Marshall was supposed to be nego¬ 
tiating peace. *niose areas had been lib¬ 
erated from the Japanese by the Com¬ 
munists. But the U. S. sent Kuomintang 
troops to the liberated area to re-establish < 
the corrupt Chiang regime. 
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y lS \& mof ^ l^auwi • united states government 

DATE: May 26, 1951/^ 




TO : He Belmori 

FROM 



• IxT, Eo Hennrix: 

SUBJECT: AGNES sMEDLEI, was. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 




Attached is photostatic mterial furnished to the 
Bureau via liaison by the Passport Division, Dapartraent of 
State, pertaining to the captioned, subject, 

ACTION; . 




This memorandum, together with attachments should 
be routed to the supervisor to whom this^ case is assigned 
for liis information and any necessary action. 
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STaTP-OWKED COiiL LIIEES exceed first CII:.RTj^R» 3 PRODDCTIOE i\.RGET 


Peking; , M-ay 8 (NCRii.) , - Go<?.l production in Sto,te-owned 
coal Klines over the v/hole country has ezce-eded. the targets set 
for the first quarter of 1951 hy 5.91 per cent. Central- 
South China topped the list with a margin over its target of 
15.4 per cent. 

The Ministry of Fuel Industry earlier in the yeo.r called on 
all miners to overfulfil!their quotas for the year., The first 
quarter’s results hold out good prom^.se of success in this aim. 

Coal cutting with pneumatic picks is taking the place of 
old working methods in the coal mines and one nev/ national 
record after another v/as registered as the emulation campaign 
got under way. With the introduction of Soviet technique, the 
Fengfeng colliery created a ne?/ high record of 254 tons per 
manshift in March. This was beaten by the men of the Chiawang 
colliery in East China with a record of 258,7 tons per manshift. 

Safety facilities have also been improved considerably 
in various coal mines during the period, especially in the c- 
matter of ventilation and better roof propping. 

Ji! ^ ^ 

R-ILW.xY WORKERS .Ei.D SURGIC..L TE.iM L.mi\E I'OR KOREi. /• .b'T 


Peking . May 10 (RClhi) - A team of 69 railway workers from 
Nanchang, Kiangsi Province, who volunteered for w^ork in KEr,ea.;.y; 
left for Korea on May 8. '■ '"■a? / ^ ''' ' 

A surgical team formed by members of medical and health 
circles of Chengtu^ Szechuan rovince, left for Korea on April 
50. It w'ls given a warm send off by over 1,400 representatives 
of the local people. 

A gift and letter writing campaign for the benefit of 
the Chinese and Korean fighters in Korea. sta.rted in Chun, 
county, Pingyuan Province, at the beginning of April. By May 1 
nearly 10 million yuan, together with over 400 gifts parcels 
and 500 letters, were received for transmission by the local 
peace committee;. Members of industrial and commercial 
enterprise of Yung county, ITwangsi Province, have volunteered 
to make regular monetary contri ution3,pf a fre.ction of their 
gross incomes a,s a donation to the Chinese and Korean fightu-rs 
in the Korea,n war. ■ all''^nformation contained 
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CHIKE3 E RED GROSS FILES GH.aGE COMCEuRIMi U.S. iiTROCITIES - 
The Red Cross Society of China has filed 0. charge with the 
Inte'f 'tional Committee of the Red Cross and the League of 


A- th -‘- .av'“a,?ic nrs'^ufnlTTrr^^uhin'Ose"' 

volui^oo^rs u ., " ■ • xor b.acterioldgical experiments .and 

demanding that punishmenu bo meted out to them. 

Such inhuman behaviour c.annot be tolerated hy any xvho have 
the lea.st sense of justice, the society says. ’’From a 
humanitarian st.andpoint, this society hereby puts f orw.ard ■ this 
charge, with the demand that measures he t.aken ag,ainst the 
leading criminals in this action against all humanity,*’ it says, 
The. society urges the 68 member states of the Rod Cross 
and peace-loving peoples of the w'-orld to rise and destroy these 
unforgiv.able public enemies. Peking 4,5.51 KCRA 


SUPPORT FOR oP!xI\'IdH Vv’’QRKERS and the hope that they v/ill achieve 
further victories in their struggle ’’ag.iinst Franco’s sanguinary- 
rule .and U.S. imperialist slavery'’’ are expressed in a message 0. 
from the aill-China Federationy)f Labour. Peking 4.5.51 / 
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3 ASHiliS BQRIiiiD IN PiLKING 


1440 


Peking , May 6 (SCilA) - Agnes omedley was buried in Peking 
in the new Cemetery for Revolutionaries west of the city tQday. 

The ashes of the famous American v/riter, journalist and friend , 
of the Chinese people were trough^ from England, where she died; 
a year agoy in deference to her ^st wishes,/ , /t' ^ 

/ Amon^the 800 people who amended the i^morial i/'ervice were 
^oted ChaXese writers and arti^i^workers-%a&=‘=Tun,'=%ing-=^jing, 
feao'^hej'feung'^hen and Madame-fea'^un and representatives of 
the Chinese People's Liberation Array and relief organisations. 

The British people's delegation and many personal friends of 
Miss Smedley, Chinese ^nd foreign, m^ere also present at the 
meeting. < 

Mao Tun, noted author and vice-Chairman of the All-China 
Federation of Literature and Arts Circles, first paid tribute 
to Miss Smedley, describing her as a fe.ithful friend of the 
Chinese people. He said that the Chinese people xvould commemorate 
ngnes omndley with more determined actions. 

Ting Ling, well kn-,wn authoress, described the struggle and 
life of Agnes Smedley. "China v/ill forever cherish the memory 
of this heroic daughter of the American people and faithful 
friend of the Chinese people," she said. 

General Hsiao Hua spoke on behalf of the Chinese People's 
Liberation Army. "She v/as an outstanding fighter of the American 
people and a good friend of the Chinese people, especially.of 
the Chinese People's Liberation Army," General Hsiao Hua said, 

"She loved the Chinese people and was faithful to them in 
their struggle for liberation. And, in turn, they deeply 
loved their international friend. Her death resulting from the 
persecution of the American government is an ther proof that 
American imperialism is the deadly enemy of all progressive 
mankind. It can only cause us to hate American imperialism 
still more and to be more certain and resolute in fighting again.st 
it as the common enemy of mankind." 

•^^Vl Yun-pu, General Secretary of the People's Relief 
Administration of China, described Agnes Smedley's relief work 
in China with great warmth. "In contrast to the so-called 
'relief of the American imperialists under the cover of which 
they carried out espionage and all sorts of dirty work in China, 
Agnes Smedley helped because of her true friendship, .She' 
represented the true American people." 


A British Tribute 

Arthur'^'^egg, on behalf of the British people's delegation 
and of all British friends of China, said; 

"Agnes Smedley was a woman of great courage who devoted 
her life to the struggle against oppression. She fought for 
the cause of the Indian people struggling against British 
oppression, for the cause of the Chinese people struggling 
-' .^n''H.'T-P ■ oopyogcji on /^-nd ■•^n-ni nst the terror, of Chiang 

Kai-shek. 

"Through her writings Agnes Smedley brought the message o; 
China's struggle and of new China to millions throughout the_ : 
world. In/those writings and in this soil her memory will livi 
/ Amoi^others who paid tribute to Miss Smedley were her ; 
/xriends='‘^ng Ke-ching, (wife of Commander-in-Chief Chu Teh), H 
i^a>'S'he,^'ang*=Kang and Dr.'^daai Hai-teh (George=^^3.tem). _ I 

In rhe' hall of the Youth Palace where the memorial serviq 
vwas held were the relics of Agnes Smedley - the possessions slf 
carried v/ith her to England and 'which so typified her life. | 







There were her typewriter, camera, radio set 


many of them^ha^ 
letters toi.4^mT3:5 


great historical value, a series oi ^ 
-in-Chief Chu Teh and others described th; 
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persecution she was suffering from the American authorities. 

One letter from Ghu leh to herself thanked her for her interest 
in .vv-jiting a hook of his life and enclosed some materials for 
\;liis. 




Her most prized gramophone records was a series of Chinese 
songs sung hy Paul Roheson and a set of language .recordings to 
improve her knowledge■of Chinese. A'tiny hook in a red cloth 
cover contained the words of revolutionary songs of many years 
ago. All these possessions she has left to Comraander-in-Chief 
Chu Teh. 

After the memorial service the funeral cortege set out for 
Peking’s suhurhs. Agnes Smedley’s ashes were huried in the 
Cemeterjr for Revolutionagries at 3 P.m, and her remains will he 
there forever side hy side with those of the People's Liberation 
Army fighters who fv.ll in the cause of the liheration of the ' 
Chinese people. Bouquets were laid hy People’s Liheration i^rmy 
fighters and her iDersonal friends. 


2 .,000 LAMAS SAND GRL.BTIHGS TO CHAIRMAN MAO ' ^ 

Sinlng , May 4 (RCHA) . - A message of greetings was cabled 
to Chairman Mao Tze-tung from ca May Day rallj!" of 2,GOO Lamas 
in Guhom Gomha in Sining. 

"The news of the arrival of the Panchen Lama and local 
Tibetan negotiation representatives .in Peking," says the cable, 
"brought us much inspiration, because Tibet v/ill soon return 
to the fold of our great motherland of various nationalities, 
ive are happy that the believers of Lamaism throughout the 
country v/iil enjoy a happy life of national equality and 
freedom, of. religious belief. 

Nearly 2,000 Lamas of Guhom Gomha in purple robes took 
part in a May Day. rally and dem^onstration in Huangchung 
county. Hsiayunggabu, head Lama of Gomha, who spo.ke at the 
rally called on the Lamas tp develop their patriotism and on 
the people of various nationalities to unite closely to oppose 
-naerican aggression and. the rearming of Japan and to demand 
a five-Pov/er peace pact. A patriotic compact of Lamas of 
Gomha was read at the rally, and a. silk banner and gifts were 
inesented by the Lamas to the Korean People’s Army and Chinese 
people’s volunteers. 

• After the rally, 1,699 Lamas signed for a five-Power peace 
pact and voted against the rearming of Japan by America. 

^ si* V n' 

I.U. S. CnLL "FOR PEnCii; AMONG NATIOHS -' 

Peking , May 6 (NGNn) - Poliowing is the full text of a 
resolution of the executive committee of the International Union 
of Students, "For Peace Among Nations". 

We, the particip.ants in the .executive committee meeting • 
of the lUS in Peking, view with great alarm the existing _ 

n-F -hATCy-lMjA g' th ft -1 i f e* t.Tia 

possibility of study of every student, jeopardises our 
institutions of education, treasui'es of our culture, all that 
we cherish. 

Students wish to use their knowledge and training for the 
benefit of their 'psople. They wish to contribute to the 
material and cultural improvenierit of their countries. They 
wish to apply their* studies to the peaceful development. of 
their nations. Students do not want their knowledge used for 
destructive purposes because of war. They do not wrant their 
countries ravaged .and ruined by a terrible war, in which the 
vi^hole national heritage would be destroyed. : 

^i.s students v/e reject the use of force to settle .differences 
while the outstanding differences between nations could be 

■ __ _ ■ /continued _ 
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settled by discussions. The present-day tension affects every 
person, every country, every continent and we regard it as the 
responsibility of the major world powers to takes, the initia.tive 
in dispelling this tension by-meAsting together, discussing e,ll 
problems, signing a.n a.greument of peace open to all nations. 

That peaceful discussions and agreement betw-^en men and 
'women of different views, between different social and economic 
systems is possible has been demonstrated on many occasions. 

Firm in our belief th,at the peers of the xworld can be 
saved, 'we students from ij-ustralia, Brazil,. Bulgaria, Burma, the 
Chinese People’s Sepublic, Ceylon, .Czechoslov.n.kia, Cuba, Ecuador, 
the German Democratic"Republrcp'Gla'sgow University (Scotland), 
Holland, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, ItalyJapan, Korea, 
Lebanon, Malaya, .longolia, Jest nfric,a, the Philippines, 

Reunion, Pumania, Siam,Republican Spain, Syria, USSR and Viet 
Nana, 'whilst the students of our countries may have different 
opinions as to the causes a.nd origins of the present danger of' a 
nev/ world war,, deem it urgent tha.t the governments of the major 
five countries of the world - USij., .HSSR, United Kingdom, the 
Chinese People’s Republic and Prance - meet together and discuss 
and resolve all problems by the conclusion of a five-power pact 
of peace. Je, as students, deny that war is inevitable when 
roads are open to pe.aceful discussions. 

Ue call on students in all countries, of whatever policy, 
religion, or view as to the cause of existing conflicts and 
the danger of war; 'we call upon all student organisations to 
consider and discuss this statement and to support this appeal. 


SOVInT EXPERTS HELP Oh YELLOW RIVER IpRIG^aTION PROJECT 

Peking , May 4 (NCILi) - A project to utilise the Yellow 
River for irrigation purposes,has been launched. It is to be 
completed this year and v/ill irriga.te 24,000 hectares of farm¬ 
land in southern Hopei. 

The project also, envisages using welter from the Yellow 
River to increase the volume of the 'Mel River between 
Hsinhsiang ajid Tientsin. Soviet experts are helping on tho 
project.- 


DIRECTIVES OP VIET HAM LAODOHG PiAVTY 


Peking , May 6 (ITCNA) - A series of directives v/ere issued 
by the central executive committee of the Viet Ha.m Laodong 
Party to all members after its first meeting recently, states 
the Viet Ham Nev/s Aggncy . Members were ca .led on to; 

lidherfe,.. to .the strategic direction based or. the nature of 
Viet Nam’s resist'pnce, the main tdsks at the present stage 
being to annihilate.the enemy’s main forces and strengthen the 

■people' s f ore'es.’ ^ ----— -- 

Enhance the party’s leadership in the economic .and_ 
financial fields, raising production, ensuring supply, increasing 
incomAe, reducing expenditure and d^isveloping trade with friendly 
nations. 

Mobilise the people and the army to participate, a.ctively 
in the world peace movement and strengthen internationalism 
and political education. 

Ensure the unity of the entire people for long-term^ 
resistance and strengthen the party ideologically, politically 
and organisationally. 
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A. H. BELMoka^Vj^, 

IN FOSklATION FURNISHE D TO SENATOR MCCARTHY 
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June 13, 1951 

Tolson_ 
Ladd ^ 
Clegg_ 


TovrieeJ^ecTtfiatjAgneW^medley was going to be killed, 

Jn addition to checking the indices of both the 
Smedley and Walters* files, the file cavt ioned 'f 
was,. Internal Security - C," Bureau file 


was 


reviewed without locating any record on such information. 


FJBmer 


Olavln_ 

Nichol8_ 

Rosen__ 

Tracy_ 




The Bureau*s indices were checked without finding 
any record indicating any i nformation was received from 

of Senator McCarthy * s Office 


Tele. Room^ 
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SUBJECT: THE RICHARD SURGE CASE 
ESFIOMGE - R 


PURPOSE: 
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To furnish a summary memorandum on Agn es 
deceased, who was publicly charged on 
FeJ^xiafy 10, 1949, by the Department of the Army, as 
having been implicated in the Ricncrd Sorge Soviet 
espionage network. The Department of the Army on 
February 18, 1949, publicly declared that the charge 
was a mistake. To point out the results of the Bureau's 
investigation of Smedley, 


CONTENT OF SUMMARY : -- / / / / 

u L^rkJrd. ^ 

The attached summarj/ memoranuum incorporates /^yL 
all pertinent testimony offered by Richard Sorge and his Hy 
group to the Japanese Police, which reflects Smedley's i 

implication with Soviet espionage within the Sorge | 

network (This testimony leaves no doubt that Smedley ' 

was actively engaged in helping Sorge in his espionage wor^l 

On October 25, 1944, the Bureau initiated inues-^-4 
gation on Smedley due to her Communist activity in the Far | 
East, On November 5, 1947, as a result offthe Department oJ\ 
the Army furnishing a digest of the Sorge kuse and Smedley 
activity in connection therewith!investigation was 
instituted to determine whetheT^medley was engaged in j 

espionage activity on behalf of a foreign government from j 

1941, the date of' her return jbo the United States, i / I 

All pertinent reports in this nnsp have; hf>(>n _A.^t 

dissemin ated to the _ 

~| and the Intelligence Division of the Army, 
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ACHIES SMEDLEI, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITI - R. 


DATE: 04-05 

T> j -r X* j.* CLASSIFIED BY 602 9 0 AUC BCE/MLT/EHL 

Identixyxng Background Inxoriaatxon : declassify on : 25 x 3.3(1, 6 ) 04-05-2030 


Agiies Smedley was born near Osgood, Missouri, on February 2, 1892* 

In her early childhood, her family moved to the town of Trinidad in the coal 
mining district of Colorado, Thereafter she spent one year as a special 
student at the State NormsQ. School, Tempe, Arizona, aisd on August 24, 1912, 
married Ernest W. Brundin, a young engineer Ttoo subsequently obtained a divorce 
from her on grounds of desertion* At the age of 20, Smedley moved to 
California vthere she was graduated from the State Normal School at San Diago, 
thereafter teaching for three years at the same school. During the same 
period she also served as a correspondent for the Los Angeles Examiner* 

In her early twenties she wait to New York There she spent four 
years and worked during the day and attended lectures at New York University 
at ni^t. She became involved with a subversive Indian Nationalist group 
known as ”The Friends of Freedom for India*" In 1915 she attended school at 
the University of California, In March of 1918, she was arrested with 
Sailendranatch Ghose, an Indian political agitator, aa charges of acting as 
an agent of a foreign goveriment, and she was released on bail on May 7, 

1918* The case was never brou^t to trial* In June of 1918 parallel indict¬ 
ments were returned by the Federal Grand Jury in San Francisco against 
Ghose and olhers, including Agnes Smedley of New York, accusing them of 
attempting to defraud President Wilson throu^ representations that they 
were on an accredited mission from the Nationalist Party of India* Smedley 
was never brou^t to trial in this case* 

In 1919 , she sailed from New York on a Polish-American freighter 
as a stewardess, and jumped ship in Danzig and went to Berlin* 

In 1920 , in Berlin, she joined Virendranath Chattopadiyahy, an 
international agitator with whom she lived informailly for eight years* They 
were never married. 

In June of 1921, Smedley visited Moscow, and attended a meeting 
of Indian Revolutionaries held at the Hotel Luz* 
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In 1923 she taught an English seminar at the University of 
Berlin and also lectured on Indian history. She entered the University 
of Berlin to study for her Hi.D. but lack of scholastic background 
forced her to drop this project before the end of the first term. She 
urote two works on Indian history which were published in German historical 
journals. In 1927 she spent a number of months in Denmark and Czechoslovakia, 
where she wrote her first book, “Daughter of tne Earth." 

In 1928 she went to France and later returned to GerDiany where 
she was hired as a correspondent for the "Frankfurter Zeitung." There¬ 
after, she made her way to China, stopping in Moscow and then traveling 
across Siberia. 


In 1929 she arrived in Harbin and after spending three months 
in Manchuria, entered China through Tientsing. It was here that she 
began to frequent leftist and Communist groups. It is reported that she 
acted as a go-between, warning leftists wanted by the police, and generally 
interested herself in Communist and leftist organizations. In 1930 she 
visited the Philippines and Canton. She was arrested in Canton at the 
insistence of the ^itish Secret Police, under a charge of traveling on a 
false passport and being a representative of the Coamunist International. 

It appe^s that she was released after protests were made by the German 
Consul. r^Retairning to Shanghai she became a member of the Soviet spy ring 
headed ^ Richard Sorge and became one of his principal and most trusted assist¬ 
ants. Her house was often used as a rendezvous for Sorge*s agents^ In 
1931 the Shanghai Evening Post and Mercury branded her a "BolsheT^" and 
other publications openly charged that she was in league with the USSR, 


In 1932, with a group of leftist syiqpathizers, she helped to 
organize the first League of Civil Rights in Shanghai. She also became 
a member of the "Society of Friends of the USSR, Shan^ai Branch.**£,With 
the aid of Hozumi OzakL Smedlev setup a spy ring in Paiking and Tientsin, 




and put 


ojjerated Tin til Jxme, 1933.^ 


in charge. This northern espionage operation 


In 1933 she went to the Soviet Union to the "Workers Rest Center** 
at Kislovodsk in the Caucasus. 


In 1934 she traveled through Central Europe and France and then 
returned to New York. After visiting in the United States she sailed for 
China, £^Her ship, the President Cleveland, stopped for a day, October 19, 
1934, at Yokohama vhere she called on Ozaki at the Tokyo Asahi newspaper 
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In 1935 anedley was back in Shan^ai and in 193° she went to 
Siam and was there -vdien Chiang Kai-^ek was kidnapped. 

In August, 1939> Smedley went to the Chinese Communist capital 
at Yenan and in late October, she was mth the mobile headquarters of 
the Communist Eighth Route Army. It was there that she became friendly with 
Communist Army leaders Chu Teh and Peng Teh-hwei. She spent the early part of 
Hovember vdth units of the Lin Pao's First Front Army, a unit of the Eighth 
Route Army. Later in the month she returned to Chinese Communist Head¬ 
quarters. 

In 1938 , during the early part of the year, she went to Hankow at 
the request of I'lao Tze-tung, head of the Chinese Communist Party, to con¬ 
tinue her work for the Conmunist cause. Here she did publicity for the 
"Chinese Red Cross" Medical Corps. In 1939 she visited units of the 
Communist New Fourth Army and made her way through Central China mth various 
Communist guerrilla groups. She also visited certain Central Government 
units and finally rejoined the Communist irregulars in Hupeh Province to¬ 
wards the end of the year. In 1940 she made her way to Chungking where she 
lectured and worked for increased medical aid for the Communists. In mid¬ 
summer of 1941 , she returned to the United States. 

From 1941 j to November 15, 1949, she spent her time in the United 
States writing and lecturing. During her stay in the Ikiited States she 
published a great number of articles which appeared in publications such as 
Asia, i^ew Republic, Nation, Publishers i.'eekly, i'Jewsweek, and Christian 
Century. On November I 5 , 1949, she returned to England and on May 6, 1950, 
she died in an Oxford Nursing Home, Oxford, England of bronchial pneumonia. 

(IOO-I 24 OO 2 -I 6 S) (Exhibit 26) ^ 

6 I- 658 O -295 

Sm edley Implicated in the Richard 
' Sorge Red Army Espionage Group 

Richard Sorge, a German journalist, v/ent to China in 1930, under 
the direction of the Fourth Bureau of the Red Army General Staff to assist 
the Russian espionage group already operating in Shanghai, China. In 1933, 
Sorge became leader of the Red Army espionage network in Japan and operated 
a group successfully imtil 1941 vAien he and some of his principal agents 
TOre arrested and tried by the Japanese Police in 1941 and 1942. Sorge 
and a number of his agents were either executed or given long prison sentences 
by the Japanese courts. In the interrogation of Sorge and his agents by the 
Japanese authorities Sorge and others implicated Agnes Smedley and gave 
testimony as to her activity within the Sorge netvrork. (P (61-6580-288)^ 
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Allegations Against Agnes Smedley ^ j/) juU^ r j ^ ^ A a . , ^ If 

“idkcl'l lij MeniSrs "oT ffil' Sorg0"iaig ^ 1 ^L^ ,ild 

--— aw© 

The following is a digest and ^tracts from interrogations and 
statements made by Richard Sorge, and members of his ring. 


Richard Sorge ; 


Richard Sorge, in his signed confession in February of 1942 , 
stated that he went to China with two foreigp co-workers idio held been 
dispatched ty orders from Depairtment 4 of the Red Army. He stated the 
only person in China upon -viiom he knew that he could depend was Agnes 
Smedley, idiom he had first heard of in Europe. He stated he solicited 
her aid in establishing his espionage group in Shanghai and particularly 
in selecting Chinese co-workers. He stated he met as many as possible 
of her young Chinese friends, making special efforts to become acqiainted 
with those who volunteered to c ooperate and work with foreigners for 
leftist causes. He stated that he discovered a Chinese who was very 
ccaapetent and decided to use him as his interpreter and gradually became 
so well acquainted with him that he was able to talk with him without 
reservation. He advised that after associating with him for two or three 
months he spoke with him briefly of his aims and asked him to work with 
him. Sorge stated he asked him to Introduce him to suitable persons ameng 
his r elatives and friends. Sorge c alled this Chinese f I and, 
according to Sorge. he acLd ed [ | wife as a second member of his group. 

According to Sorge, | [ gave him the names of his friends in Canton, where 
he went and spent two or three months and found among them a woman, a 
native Cantonese, who fitted into his work extremely well. According to 
Sorge, this Cantonese woman was on close terms with Smedley and he 
gradually became very friendly with her, succeeding in enlisting her as 
an associate. 

In speaking of recruiting members for his group, he confessed 
Uiat he used the same method in obtaining foreign co-workers. He stated 
that at first he selected people from among Smedley's friends, approaching 
them by asking Smedley to introduce him to them and then waiting until he 
could negotiate with them directly. He stated that he kept the number of 
foreign co-workers obtained in this manner down to three. Thqy were not 
actually members of his group, according to Sorge, but rather helpers and 
supporters. He statedthe first foreign contact he made in Shanghai was 
with Hozumi Ozaki, through whom he established connectiens with other 
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Japanese. According to Sorge, he could not state definitely, but he 
seemed to remember that he met Ozaki for the first time through Smedley. 

He stated iiiat he is sure that before he met Ozaki he asked Smedley 
repeatedly to introduce a suitable Japanese to him. He stated there is 
no doubt that Smedley conferred -vd-th her CSxinese acquaintances concern¬ 
ing his request and that it was relayed to suitable Chinese and Japanese 
in Shan^ai. He is of the opinim that was the way he met Ozaki that is 
that Smedley introduced Ozaki to him. He stated after that Smedley and 
he met Ozaki frequently at Smedley’s home. He could not remember ’tshether 
he met Ozaki for ihe first time in a restaurant or whether it was at 
Smedley's house, 

Sorge, in speaking of his meetings with Japanese members, 
stated that they took place at restaurants, cafes or Smedley's home. 

He stated he felt more at ease when he met with member s of his group at 
Smedley's home and added that he took Ozaki and | 1 there on many b7 

occasions. He went back and forth to the meetings ty automobile since 
they were usually held late at ni^t. %'(A 

Concerning Smedley, he stated she was an American aind a 
correspondent of ihe German newspaper Frainkfurter Zeitung. She was 
used at Shan^ai by Sorge as a direct member of his group. According 
to Sorge, she worked for him veiy competently, staying in Shanghai after 
he returned to Moscow. VU 

His comments relative to Ozaki reflected that Sorge considered 
him his most important associate. Sorge stated that Ozaki was his first 
associate and met him in Shanghai through Smedley. Their relationship, 
according to Sorge, was both practical and personal and was perfect. His 
information was the most accxrrate and the best that he received from any 
Japanese source. V 0 

In connection with his statements as to his American intelli¬ 
gence interests in Japan and China, he stated that American activily in 
China was of importance to him and that the information that he received 
conceming American activity in China was received mainly from Smedley 
and a young member of the American Consulate, but he added that Smedley's 
contributions were sporadic in nature. S i J (100-124002-145 Exhibit #20A 

Ehclosure #1, pages 20, 21, 

22, 23, 25, 32.) 


According to Richard Sorge he stated he first met Miss Smedley, 
the American correspondent of the German Frankfurter Zeitung, in 1930, 
when he went to Cantjon. iX (61-6580-130 

. ' Exhibit 22 enclosure la p. 21) 
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Richard Sorge, during his‘ interrogation of July 24, 194^, advised 
that Agnes Smedley had come to China before he arrived. He stated that 
he gained her services as a member of his group with her full understanding and 
that she viras not an officialmember of the Communist Party although she 
was impregnated with leftist idealogy. She was a highly respected woman 
correspondent and had written several books. He stated that he had heard 
about her in Europe and that he was introduced to her throu^ the Frankfurter 
Zeitung in Shanghai. He was of the opinion that it was aro\md the end of 
the year 1930 that he vrais introduced to Ozaki, Hozumi by Agnes Snedley. 

He was of the opinion that he met Ozaki in either Smedley^ s home or at the 
French Concession or some restaurant. The date was sometime in 1931* 

Smedley introduced Sorge to Ozaki after he had asked her for an introduction 
to some Japanese who vfould supply him with info matio n concerning Japan's 
China Policy, He believes he heard the nam e of | | through Smedley or \:,1Z 

Ozaki and that Smedley told him that was generally considered a very 

famous left idealogist. He stated tnau ne generally met with members of 
his group in Shanghai on street corners, a restaurant, or a private home, 
that of Snedley and European members of the ring being used for that purpose. 

He continued by stating that it vras dangerous for the Japanese to meat in 
the streets so as a result they generally met in restaurants or at i^edley* s 
home. He related that he met a number of his group Tshile Smedley was 
present. He stated that he gained information concerning the increasing 
importance of America's role in China and the new American investment in 
Shanghai throu^ these same acquaintances and Smedley and that the informa¬ 
tion was forvfarded to Moscow. He stated concerning the rift and relations 
between the Japanese and United States and Ck’eat Britian that such informa¬ 
tion was procured directly frcm Cterman military advisors and indirectly 
from Americans, particularly &nedley and was forwarded to Ifoscow. 

(100-124002-145? 

(Exhibit 3, pages 2,3,4) 
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During the interrogation of Richard Sorge on July 23-24, 1942, 
he stated that after his Shanghai group had operated for some time in 
1930 , he acquired the services of Agnes -Smedley, an American leftist 
and Chinese correspondent for the German Frankfurter Zeitung, through whom 
he was able to recruit new members from among the Chinese, Europeans, 
Americans and Japanese. He stated that throu^ Smedley he v/as introduced 
to Ozaki who in turn 'viras instr mental in bringing him into contact with 
other Japanese. He stated that | [ were the first Gi: 

to join his group through Smedley. jQf ^ (100-124002-145) 




(Exhibit 3, Page 


According to Richard Sorge, he first met anedley in Shanghai and 
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acquired her as a member of his group and recommended to her that she'register 
with the Comintern Headquarters. He stated that he did not know whether (U) 

or not she was affiliated with the American Communist Party. tn 
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He stated that Smedley was not sent from Moscow. Farther, that 
she was a woman news reporter, well-known in Shanghai, Sorge related 
that he called on her at her home in the French Concession bearing a 
letter of Introduction udiichhe had received from the Soziologische magazine 
in Berlin, and later enlisted her as a member of his group, Q 

(100)fe2^02-145) 

(Exhibit 13A, enclosure la, 
pages 192, 194) 

Hogomi Ozaki ; 

In the interrogation of Hozumi Ozaki on February 16, 1942, he b7C 

related that his participating in espionage operations in Shanghai was a 
direct result of his association with Smedley and others. In part, he 
related that the main objective of their espionage operations in China 
was to obtain information on China and Japan, (100-124002-144) 

A—* (Exhibit 19, enclosure la, 
page 14) 

Ozaki during his interrogation on February 26, 1942, stated 
that after the outbreak of the Manchurian incident in September, 1931, 
the ring's primary objective was to find out •sdiether or not the incident 
would develop into a Japanese military operation against the Soviet Union, 

He stated that he collected a good deal of information from sources 
available to him, and reported the results to Sorge, I n addit ion, he 
stated Sorge and Smedley and he met and decided to send] | to Manchuria to 
do some investigation. i\ (100-124002-144) 

(Esdiibit 19, enclosure la, 
page 16 and 17) 

_ In Ozaki's interrogation on March 5, 1942, he stated that 

came back from Shanghai about the Summer of 1932 reporting that 
he had lost touch with So rge an d Smedley whereupon he, Ozaki, forwarded 
information received from | [ to Smedley, ij|6l00"324002-145) 

^-^Exhibit 9, Inclosure 1) 

Ozaki, in his interroga tion on March 5, 1942, related in part 
that he met Agnes Smedley through ! I for the first time at 

Smedley's residence in the British settlement, and at her request agreed 
to exchange information with her. Ozaki stated that at the time they 
traded information mainly as newspaper reporters, but that in view of the 
fact that both of them were inclined toward the left, it caused their 
conversation to tend in the direction of exposing the international conditions 
in the Kuomintang, He stated that while in Shanghai he was in the possession 
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of detailed information concerning the nature of the group with which Sorge 
was operating'. He knew, of course, that Smedley was working with Sorge but 
he was not sure who's position was the higher although he connected from the 
manner in which they talked to one another and from the nature of the reports - 
which were made that Sorge was the superior. ^ M 

According to Ozaki, Smedley was the only foreigner in Serge's group 
with whom he was acquainted,fl 100-124002-146 

if^Exhibit 9, Inclosure 1) 

Ozaki, in his interrogation on March 8, 1942, stated that he had 
little doubt that Sorge's group was an organization maintained in Japan by the 
special espionage division of the Comintern. He judged this to be so because 
he entered the group through his association ■with Smedley in Shanghai, the 
fact that the members of t he Sorge group were all of diverse nationalities, and 
the fact that one of them, | L was a member of the American Communist Party. 

He recalls that he was specifically advised hy Sorge and Smedley not to 
participate in the activities of the Chinese Communist Party. Further, that he 
knew from previous experiences that the group was under the Comintern and he 
engaged in espionage activities in the belief that the concrete results of the 
group’s work would be a benefit to the Comintern, the Russian Communist Party 
and the Russian Soviet Government. ^ 100-124002-146 [i 

^ (Exhibit 11, Inclosure 1) 

Ozaki, in his interrogation of March 10, 1942, stated that in his 
Shanghai days Agnes Smedley told him that they were going to call him "Otto" 
among themselves, and he remembered being called that name by Sorge during 
his long acquain'tance with him. QL/ 100-124002-146 \A 

(Exhibit 11, Inc10sure 1) 

According to statements made by Hozumi Ozaki at his preliminary 
examination before the Tokyo District Criminal Court, July 21, 1942, Ozaki 
stated to the question - I'Jhen did you become acquainted with Agnes Smedley? 

I used to frequent the Zeitgeist, a book store on Soochow Creek which ^_ 

specialized in left wing literature and I became well acquainted with| 

I I the shop manager, perha ps because she kne w that I read lef^ 

literature and had left tendencies.] j told me one day in the 

Summer of 1929 that the American, Agnes Smedley, well known in Shanghai as a 
contributor to the left wing American magazine "New Masses" and at the time 
the Shanghai correspondent for the Frankfurter Zeitung, was coming to the book 
store and offered to introduce me to her. Following our first meeting at the 
21eitgeist, I went to Smedley's house in the French Concession, had tea with 
her in the lobty of the Palace Hotel and after she moved to the British 
Concession frequently visited her and she became a very good friend. ^ ^ 
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Ozaki contintied that since Staedley was interested in social issues 
we exchanged news and what was going on inside the Kuomintang and views and 
information on the opium., health and sanitation, agrarian and labor problems. 

He stated he also cooperated in her activities in connection with the I 1 

Incident, opposition to the "White Terror" and her relief work. "She was trying 
to start a world wide move ment of protest against the ‘llShite Terror' so I 
introduced her to I I and acted as her interpreter. I was in touch with 

her throughout the rest of my stay in Shan^ai and it was through her that I b' 

met Sorge. I corresponded with her after returning from Shanghai, later I 
went back to China through previous arrangements with her, and met her once 
in Tokyo where she was en route to the United States. I received one or two 
left wing publications from her after that but since then there has been no 
ccmmunication between TIS." « . i\ 


left wing publications from her after tha- 
ccmmunication between us." 

Question: TShat was her ideology? 


Ansff/er: I used to tell others that Sinedley was essentially a proponent of 

national CcmmTinism. ^ 

In Ozaki's testimony before the above court he stated that he first 
became acquainted with Richard Sorge t hrough Agnes a nedlev. He stated that 
in either October or l^ovember of 1930, I I. a Shanghai "neighborhood 

Communist" suggested that he, Oza ki. excha nged views with an extremely b rilliant 
American newspaper reporter named T^ I Ozaki stated he was leery of I I 

and therefore decided to ask Agnes Staedley about this American correspondent 
named] [Sbedley told him that she w ould check on this fellow. Later 

at their nexo meeting Staedley informed | | that the identity of the person 

was established and that h e was most worthy of their trust, and that she would 
personally introduce I I to this individual. He was later introduced to Sorge 
by Smedley at Sbiedley's residence which was located at the French Concession at 
the time. He can not recall whether or not Staedley introduced Sorge as | |, 

bcfc Ozaki associated this in dividual with the understanding that he was the 
person that called himself J I According to 1 I was an American, 

and Ozaki was inclined to believe that Sorge was a North European. Ne stated he 
first learned that this individual was Richard Sorge upon his return from the ] 37 (^ 
Institute of Pacific Relations conference in 1936, at which time he was introduce' 
to him. He was of the opinion that Smedley introduced him to Sorge at either a 
Chinese restaurant or at Smedley's home. He stated at his first meeting with 
Sorge, Sorge asked him to give him seme information and proposed that they work 
together and meet occasionally. That was the extent, according to Ozaki, of 
the meeting. He stated that he met Tdth Sorge and Stoedley after that first 
meeting either in the British Concession or in Snedley's room in the National 
Savings Association Apartments in the International Settlement. According to 
Ozaki they made two or three contacts a month at the above place. Staedley 
introduced Sorge to him as a reporter, but Ozaki stated that he was dubious 
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about that* He was inclined to believe that Sorge was a number of Smedley's 
circle and associated with the Red Relief Association, hoi'/ever, Sorge's 
connection with the investigation of the Hankow Flood damage in August, 

1931 caused him to think it possible that he held a position of considerable 
importance within the Gomintem. Ozaki stated that he assumed that Sorge 
was either connected vdth the International Relief Association or one of the 
top men in the Comintern's Far East Section. He stated that judging from the 
fact that Smedley was extremely respectful to Sorge, Ozaki gathered that he, 

Sorge, held a position of considerable importance in the Comintern, He recalled 
recruiting Teikichi Kawai from a neighborhood Communist group and introduced 
him to Sorge at Smedley's residence in the International Savings Association 
Apartments and made the necessary arrangements to send him on txvo missions to 
Manchuria. He stated that he only knew Sorge, Smedley, Kawai and himself as 
being the persons composing Serge's group in Shan^^ai, jlL- q 

In his testimony of July 27, 1942 Ozaki stated that he investigated 
and reported on American activity in China. He stated that in 1930 or 1931 a 
club know as the "Kemmerer" committee was endeavoring to put the Nationalist 
Government's maladministered finances on a solid footing and the relationship 
betv/een China and the United States was becoming increasingly intimate, Ozaki 
stated he investigated the commitbee% activities with Smedley's help and submitted 
information to Sorge which was quite reliable. 

In his interrogation of August 12, 1942, Ozaki related the foHovdng 
in answer to the question - ""iYasn't your contact vri.th Agnes Smedley broken off?" 
He stated that he hated to v/rite letters and it was difficult for him to TJrite 
to Smedley because he had to use English, however, he kept up the correspondence 
because she became offended when he did not answer her letters. 

He stated that since his contact with Smedley was through correspondence 
that they could not go as far as they would have liked. He stated he hardly 
thoui^t vjhat they ivcote could be called information. He wrote to Smedley about 
international and national problems of a very general nature and expressed 
his personal viev;s concerning them-atlle Smedley v/rote about the situation in 
China and occasionally about her Red Relief activities and the "V/hite Terror" 
problem. He stated that by way of organized literary work he vncote an article 
at Smedley's request for a liberal leftist magazine called "ForTim" \'iiich was 
being published in English in Shan^ai at the time by an American named Isaac. 

Ozaki related that in the late Autumn of 1932 he received a letter 
from Smedley in Shanghai which contained her Peking address in Y/hich she stated 
that she wanted to meet Ozaki in Peking to discuss certain matters. According /* 
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to Ozaki on a previous occasion Smedley had asked him to come to Chinh and he 
had replied that he would be able to go during his vacation in late December* 

He went to Peking and arrived on December 31 , 1932 and got a room at the Te 
Kuo Restaruant and at once asked Smedlej to come there. He stated that she 
wanted to establish a Sino-Japanese intelligence agency to operate in and 
around North China. He stated that he had kept in touch with Kawai concerning 
his trip to Peking and he proposed to Smedley that Kawai be made the key man 
in the group. Inasmuch as Smedley knew Kawai she agreed and Ozaki took Kawai 
to see Smedley at her Peking residence, a rented cottage within a Chinese home. 
Ozaki and Smedley asked for the names of sohb persons that Kawai could trust 
absolutely and he fiirnished two or three names who Ozaki knew and endorsed. 
kt that time Smedley asked Ozaki to stay in Peking until the organization was 
coit^jlete, but he declined on the ground that he had not told his en 5 )lo.yers 
about the trip and therefore did not have the tii.©. Ch January 3 , 1933 he 
left Tientsin for Japan. 

Ozaki learned from Kawai in the Summer of 1933 viien Kawai paid him 
another vi sit that he, Kawai, had rounded up tv/o or three persons including 
I I parted with Smedley and engaged in espionage activities in Nortli 

China and lianchuria. He related that Kawai >s report had been submitted throu^ 
a Chinese contact man but that he had lost touch with him in April or July 1933 
and was completely unable to resume the contact t/ith the result that their 
activities had come to a standstill and he had come to ask him to do s omething 
about it. At the time his correspondence with Smedley had been cut off completely 
because as rjas revealed later she had gone to convalesce at a sanatorium in the 
Odessa area of Russia. 

He stated that immediately after returning to Shan^ai he began to 
correspond frequently with Smedley concerning the acquisition of translation 
ri^ts for her publications and translations thereof. He stated that he 
translated her autobiography "Dau^ter of the Earth” arovind 1934 ^d secured 
the translation ri^ts for two of her books, "China's Destiny" and "The Red 
krmy liarches On." He stated that around the Summer of 1934 he received word 
from Smedley in America that, having recovered from her illness, she intended 
to stay for a short while in the IJnited States, and then return to China and 
that she was very eager to see Ozaki on her way to China. He stated in the 
latter part of September, Smedley arrived on a liner bound for Shan^ai and 
called on him at which time they had a general conversation. They spoke about 
Russia, the Chinese problem, the situation with regard to the American Communist 
Party and the Negro movement, and Smedley told Ozaki that she planned to enter 
the Soviet District after her return to China. Smedley told Ozalci that she was 
no longer connected with her erstwhile left wing activities in Shanghai; also 
Ozaki stated that Smedley advised him that she would continue to send literature 
to him. Ozaki told Smedley that he had reestablished contact with a friend 
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his, meanliig Sorge, and tfe^ such being the case, it would be aifficult to 
correspond with hor under existing conditions in Japan and told Smedley that 
he vfould consult his friend about the matter. Ozaki talked to Sorge and 
they decided to maintain no ties vdth other activities not along their lines. 
Ozaki stated that subsequently he received more than 10 volumes of Chinese 
translations concerning the Gomintem in two shipments from Smedley but that 
he failed to acknov/ledge them thiis putting an end to their correspondence. 11 
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(Exhibit 8, Inclosure 1) 
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Testimony of Teikichi Kavrai who was arrested by the Tokyo Metoopolitan 
Police on October 22, 1941. Kawai in his confession, admitted his participation 
in the Sorge espionage group. ^ /y 

During his interrogation by the Tokyo Police on November 9, 1941, he 
related the following relative to Smedley: ^ 

”Q: Describe the event leading to 3 raur participation in espionage 1 

activities in question? I 

"A: As I told you yesterday, my particj.pation in the Comintern* s 

espionage activities in question began vdien I became a member of 
the left-Trijig Japanese spy ring operating under the guidance of 
the Chinese Communist Party. I started out XTith that group and 
then shifted to the Comintern espionage group in question. 

During the latter part of October 1941j I vias as previously 
• stated, receiving instructions and t rain?ng as a Japanese intel¬ 
ligence agent iinder the direction of I l of the Chinese Co mmunist 

Party, which meant that I i7as a frequent visitor at |-1 home • ' 

One day I I told me that he had some important work for me I 

to do, and s hortly thereafter he introduced me at his heme to 1 

I I. Trhom I knew b-”- sight. It was then that I first learned i 

b7C that Ozaki and | | vjere on close terms. It struck me as strange \ 

when I hea rd Ozaki, in maki ng arrangements for this important | 

task, tell ~| you* re not going,* 

Cn the follovriLng day, I met Ozaki in front of the post office , 

on North Szechuan Road. A caucasion lady was waiting in an auto- > 

mo ble, and Ozaki and I got in. vie got out of the car directly | 

in front of a restaurant featuring Canton-style food in the 
neighborhood of Nanking Road, the name of which, as I recall, was 
the Hsiang Eua Low, entered it, and found a tall foreigner waiting. 


The gist of the conversation between the tall foreigner and myself, 
which was interpreted by Ozaki, was as follovrs: 
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First, he asked: 
Can ypu do it?' 


'I want you to go to Manchtu*ia from North China< 


After I answered in the affirmative, he instructed me: 'I want 
you to investigate the effects of the Manchririan Incident on North 
China and Manchuria and, in particular, the status of the Kwantving 
Amy, the attitude toward the USSR, situation of the White Russians, 
etc., allowing approximately two months for the job. 

•If, during this period, you should feel that you are in danger, 
go to Harbin and notify Ozaki of yo\ar address.' 

My acceptance of such instructions with comparative coolness was 
due to the fact that I was already thinking positively of the necessity 
of engaging in intelligence activities under the direction of Chiang 
and the Chinese Communist Party and that I believed that 'class 
struggle work' would be the same regardless of location. | 

After receiving my instructi ons. I went at once to North China to 
carry out my mission. I met I \ there, and, pretending 

to be connected with the Chinese Communist Party, asked for his b" 

assistance in my futvire spy activities. I proceeded to Manchuria 
with introductions from him, and after about two months, returned 
to Shanghai, where, through Ozaki, I met an unidentified Caucasian t 
man and woman, subnoitted written report to them, and made various 
related reports. \ 

The foregoing was the first series of events leading to my 
participation in spy activities. During the rest of my stay in 
Shanghai, I continued to engage in these activities as direct ed by 
an unidentified foreigner through Ozak i: I | ]37 

Ozaki 's successor; and, later, through F I In 

I went back to North China, where I operated xinder an ui^known 
Caucasian woman and a Chinese, and frcau that time to the present I 
have continued in the same capacity, maintaining liaison with Ozaki 
and with! Iwho was introduced to me as my superior by . 

Ozaki. - 

Concerning the foreign woman — when I contacted I ~l 

my superior during my Shan^ai days, at Tientsin around January / 

1934, I was told for the first time -that her name was Snedley. 

Is this the unidentified caucasion man to whom you referred? 1 

(Here a photograph of Agnes Sorge - TN, Sic - was shown the suspect). / 
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Yes, it is. He is the one to -whom. Ozaki referred to as Robinson 
Crusoe during my Shanghai days. 

■yHhat do you know about the spy ring identified with Sorge and his 
group? 

I have already stated that when embarking on these spy activi¬ 
ties in collaboration with O zaki Hoz umi. I felt it strange that 

there was no connection with_ the man in charge of the 

intelligence activities of the Chinese Communist Party, ■hater 
on, after being introduced by Ozaki to the Caucasians Sorge and 
Stoedley, and after working with Staedley and a Chinese in North 
China, I gradually realized that we were working for the Inter¬ 
national Communist Party (Comintern). Since I had already accepted 
Ccmmunism, and since I supported the Comintern and believed in the 
desirability of an international Commxmist society, I approved of 
the spy organization and continued my activities in its behalf. 

Roughly, how was the spy ring organized and what were the methods 
of contact employed? 

I have never heard anything from my experience in Shanghai, I would 
say that it is easily conceivable that Sorge is the central figure 
in ihe organization. And inasmuch as Staedley was in a position 
which involved the supervision of both Chinese and foreigners when 
I was active in Tientsin, North China in January 1933, I believe 
she is also a central figure in the organization. 


The fact that Ozaki and | | both acted in an advisory and 

supervisory capacity ana served as liaison men between me and the 
hi^er-ups (Ozaki from my Shan^ai days on and | after 1935) 

makes me think that the y are the central figures among the Japanese. 
I I were successors to Ozaki, my superior in 

Shan^ai, and handled liaison with higher-ups j they occupied a 
position Immediately below that of Ozaki. 

I recruited_as member of the spy ring, so I attended to ^ 

his contacts with higher-ups. 

I do not know the general procedure for making contacts, but, in 
my case, as I have noted, there were certain contact men between 
the top members of the ring and myself. These were (1) during my 
Shangh ai period, Ozaki Hozumi, [ I 

I , and (2) during my North China activities, a certain Chinese. 
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A: 'I will describe my connection with I ~l At the beginning, I 

introduced ! I to Stoedle y. a certa in foreigner, and a certain 

Chinese. Later I reported on I I and the results of his 

activities direct to a Chinese contact man. 

During the course of my espionage activities, I made a total of 
two reports in writing, to the upper echelon, one while at Shan^ai 
and the other during my North China days. In all other cases, 
up to the very end, my reports were made verbally. 

"Q: Give a general description of your part in the espionage activities 

in question. 

'•A; My part dates back to October 1931 and has continued without 

interruption to the present time. On Jan. 21, 1936, I was arrested 
by the Hsinking (Changchung) consulate-general police on charges 
of violation of the Peace Preservation Law and suspicion of en¬ 
gaging in spy activities, and on 24 June of that year I was fomd 
guilty on ihe former count, and sentenced to 10 months' penal ser¬ 
vitude, sentence suspended for three jrears. At that time my connection 
with the Chinese Communist Party, and my part in the espionage 
activities in question were not discovered, and I left the prison 
without divulging any information concerning them. 

After my relea se from, prison, I reestablished my old contacts 
with Ozaki and l I and continued to engage in espionage work 

until my arrest. The details of my spy activities were as follows: 


1. Between the end of October 1931> at which time I entered into b7C 
my present sp y activities and Jxily 1932, I re ceived orde rs from 
Sorge through | I (transmitted tol I by Ozaki 

Hozumi and his successor. I I on two occasions to 

study conditions in North China and Manchuria following the Manchurian 
Incident in order to ascertain the attitude of the KwantTing Army, 
the attitude of Manchuria toward the USSR, the progress being made 
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2» In July 1932 I informed Sorge through[ 
work in North China in the future because operations Trere 
in Shanghai* With his ap proval* I then returned to Japan and 
contacted Ozaki at | \ asking him to serve as my ,contact there¬ 

after. At the end of 1932 I arrived in Peiping, where, throu^ 

Ozaki, I contacted Stoedley, then known as Mrs. Sung. 

I had a meeting with Snedley and a certain Chinese and received 
instructions fran Stoedley to find out what was going on among the 
warlords in North China, and in the Kwantting Army. She and the 
Chinese also told me to find somebody to help me, so I went to 
Dairen, ex plained the nature of our espionage activities to 
I I who had been connected with the left-wing movement in 

his Toa Dobun Shoin days, and obtained his services as a collaborator. 

Stoedley, a certain foreigner (who spoke German), a certain Chinese, 

I 1 , and I then met at Stoedley's home in Peiping, and the 

above instructions were passed on to| I by Stoedl ey. It was 


b7C 


decided that I would operate in Tientsin and| 
and that the Chinese would act as our contac 




in Dairen, 


man< 


Around June of that year, because of poor results in our work, I 
was given instructions through the Chinese to go to Manchuria 
and investigate the progress being made in the establishment of 
Manchukuo, Manchukuo's relations with the USSR, etc., etc. 

Accordingly, I again visited Manchuria on a two-months' schedule, 
and, after discharging my mission returned to Tientsin in the latter 
part of Aug ust, stopping off at Dairen on my way back to pick up 
I I report. 

I then turned over the written reports and gave the Chinese 
contact man the results of the investigations demanded of me in my 
instructions. 

Soon afterward my contact with the Chinese was cut off, which 
meant that I stopped working for him." 
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On March 31 and April 1, 1949j| [was interrogated in Tokyo 
by officers of the American Occupation authorito-es and furnished the follovving 
pertinent information relative to Snedley: 


”Q 5: 


»Q 13! 
»A 


'Q 14: 


”Q 15: 




Did Sorge, Ozaki and Smedley have any influence on your Communistic 
affiliations or leanings? 

I recdived practically no influence from anedley as 1 very seldom 
spoke to her directly. Ozaki or Sorge was present most of the 
time and my influence was from them rather than from Snedley, 

At the time you met Smedley, were you then a film believer in 
Communism? 

Yes, by the time I met Smedley, I was already a believer in 
Communism.” 

¥Ihen did you meet Qnedley for the first time? / 

October 1931* in Shanghai, China. I saw her for the first time 
with Ozaki and gradually came to knov^ her. There was no formal 
introduction as to who Snedley really was. 

I I was shown a cnllecti on of pictures - asked if he recognized^^*^ 

any of the people.]_[identified Sorge and three pictures of 

Smedley. Of the picture of Smedley appearing in her Battle Hymn of 
China, he stated: ' This person in the middle is the only one in ^ 

the group I recognize. It is Smedley.* ) / 

Had you made up your mind to do espionage work for the Comintern 
or Communist Party prior to the time that you met Ozaki, Sorge 
and Snedley? 

I received training in espionage activities from this China Anti- 
Imperialism league (Shina Hantei Domei) referred to previously, and 
as part of the training, I engaged in some activities such as finding 1 
what people were in certain places at certain times, but I had never 
engaged in espionage activities as such prior to meeting Ozaki, Sorge/ 
and Smedley. / 

ffiLve a brief description of your first meeting with Staedley. / 

■fJhere, when and who v/as there? / / 
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»Q 16: 


"Q 17: 


"Q IS: 


"Q 19 i 


Q 20: 


In October 1931 • About the mid dle of October 1931> 1 was asked 
by a Chinese named ] ~ is not sure this was the man's 

correct name), who vras the man responsible for the Japanese 
members of the China An1d.-!5npea:*ialism league (Shina Hantei Domei) ^ 
to do a special job« I w as int roduced by him to Ozaki. I think j 
that Ozaki probably asked j j to introduce me to him. I met \ 

Ozaki by appointment near the central post office in Shan^ai, and j 
Stoedley came in an automobile which both Ozaki and I boarded and j 
went to a Chinese restaurant called Hsing Hua LoTf on Nanking Road, | 

I talked through Ozaki to Sorge at that meeting and did not talk 
directly to Snedley. Snedley was talking to Sorge, however. ^ 

Could you understand any of the conversation between Snedley, 

Sorge and Ozaki? 

I don't speak English, but I vinderstood enough to gather a few | 
things that were said. i 

i 

In the early part of your testi mony befo re the police inter¬ 
rogators, you mention a certain I bnd that h e was instru¬ 
mental in training and employing I I and yourself in 

espionage work for the Chinese Communist i’arty, and that you were ^VC 
under the impression that this training would culminate in the 
organ izatio n of a left-wing spy ring. You also mention I ~l 

and a | | as go-betweens vdLth Smedley. I want to know if they 
are the same person, and if this group is the group under which ^ 
you received yoi^ early training. ^ 

"the same person. 

Tfes this group under ! k group that trained members 

of the Communist Party for espionage work? 

Yes, they vrere trained to do espionage work for the Chinese j 

Communist Party. 

And was the member who later assigned them to their various / 

jobs uo oe performed? For instance, he introduced you to Ozaki and 
Ozaki took you to Smedley and Sorge There you received an assignmenjc 
for esp ionage work? j 

| did have that duty of training and assignment of men for j bVC 
espiona ge work. It appeared, however, that Ozaki did not tell 
I I exactly That mission I vrould be assigned. I 


Ozaki went to j_ 

espionage work? 
That is the case. 


and asked for a man to be assigned for this 
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"Q 21: 


«Q 22: 


•‘Q 23: 


«Q 24! 


nQ 25: 


'»Q 26: 


'•■Q 27: 



a. t-ft" 

70 U statar if Soree and Medley knew that 




Can you statar if Sorge and Medley knew that you were a member 
of an espionage ring at the time they gave tMs assignment to 
you? 

They knew that I was affiliated with the Chinese Communist Party, 

They must have known that you were a trusted member of a spy 
ring, or th^y wmildn* t have entrusted you with this assignme nt, 
Ozaki knew of I I activities aid Ozaki trusted I I 


After!_ I introduced you to Ozaki, did Ozaki inquire into 

your past personal history, activities, etc, before he took you 
to Sorge and Smedley? 

Ozaki did not ask me as to my paa±_aiitii 3 /ities. It is just that he 

trusted Chiang, He did say that]_has a good eye for sizing 

up people. 

How long was it after you met Ozaki for the first time before you 
vrere taken to meet Sorge and Snedley? 

One or tvro days. 

In other words, almost as soon as arrangements could be made after 
meeting Ozaki, you were taken to Sorge and Smedley? 

That is ri^ti 

when you first met Snedley and Sorge, ■pfliere they restrained in 
ary manner in your presence? Did they discuss matter® freely / 
and openly? Did they show any hesitation? 

They did not tell me who they were althou^ in making the assign¬ 
ment to me, they told me what they required. In other words, they 
gave me orders, 

I imderstand that they did not give their correct names to you, 
but was your conversation as free as you had had with Ozaki and 
I { before you met them? Was there any restraint? 

As far as the work vras concerned, there was no restraint between 
Sorge and myself through Ozaki, because Sorge seemed to be pressed 
for information at that time because it v/as immediately following 
the beginning of the IJanchurian Incident and he was very short of 
help. 

Did you know, either through Ozaki telling you or other means, 
that you were going to Sorge and Snedley, (as you later learned 
their names to be), for a spy assignment? , 

I was not told that this was to be an e^ionage assignment until 
I met Sorge and Smedley, v y' 
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"Q 29: 
"A: 

30 : 

«A: 

”Q 31: 

«A: 

"Q 32: 
"A: 


“Q 33: 
«A: 

"Q 34: 
’*A: 

”Q 35: 
«A: 

«Q 36: 
"A: 

"Q 37: 

’‘A: 




Did you receive an assignment mission or order from them at yovir 
first meeting at the Chinese resta uiuant on Nanking Road? 

Yes, I received the assignment or order at that time. 

Before you received an assignment or order 'vuere any prelimin¬ 
ary questions propounded to you by Sorge or Smedley concern¬ 
ing your past activities and your loyalty to the Coramtinist cause? 
Sorge asked me some searching questions* 

In other words, the questions were to ascertain your availability , 
for espionage work? To determine "vdiether you could continue your ' 
present activities and do the espionage work without arousing undue 
suspicions? I 

Yes, Sorge asked those questions to find out whether I was capable j 
of taking those activities, | 

\That v/as the assignment mission or order that you received in 
that restaurant? VVhat particular work were you to do? ! 

The first question I was asked vfas, ' Do you have friends in ManchuriA 
and North China?' ?Jhen I answered that I did have friends there, 

I was asked to go to Manchuria and North China to get information 
on the Japanese Kwantung Army, their strength, equipment, infor¬ 
mation concerning airfields, and find out about the V.'hite Russians 
being used by the Japanese against the USSR, 


This assignment to you had already been determined, if you could 
meet the qualifications, before iMs meeting was held? 

I think that is right. 



Did Sorge ever speak to you in Japanese? 
No, 


Then Ozaki acted as interpreter on everything? 

That is right, 

Mio told Ozaki the assignment you were to have? ‘Was that 
Sorge or was it Smedley? 

•*-t was Sorge. 

Do you know whether Ozaki was able to speak any languages besides / 
English and Japanese? / 

He knew German, 
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”Q 39! 

'»A: 


"Q 40! 


"Q 415 


!'Q 42: 


•Q 43! 


•‘Q 44: 


"Q 45! 


‘Q 46: 


Do you know whethsr this conversation was carried on in German or 
in English between Sorge and Ozalci? 

It was in English. I felt that they may have been speaking Eng- j 

lish because Sorge v^anted to conceal his German nationality. / 

Do you speak Genian? / 

I do not speak or understand German. Ozaki told me at one time j 

that Sorge* s accent was not English and he didn't think he was j 

American or British. j 

( 

If Smedley spoke English, which of course she does, being an i 

American, there was no possibility of Smedley not knovdng that | 

Sorge was giving you an assignment to do spy work? j 

Snedley should have knoTm. | 

When you say, ’ she should have known’, how close was Smedley to ' 
Sorge at the time he gave you your instructions? 

Smedley sat right next to Sorge. 

If she understood English at all, she ms bound to have understood 
what Sorge was saying? Is that correct? 

Yes, Certainly. I accepted her an an accomplice. 

Just to be clear in my own mind — this was espionage work y 

Ihat you were to do? Is that correct? 

Yes, that is right. That was understood by everybody. 

And all present knew that this was to be a spy assignment for 
the Russian Government or the Communists? Is that correct? 

1 ^ 0 s, that is right. 

The conversation was such that any person present with average 
intelligence knew that this was an assignment to do espionage work 
for the Communists? 

^es. Certainly. This was no social meeting. 

¥/as there any indication from anything that you heard that could 
lead you to believe that the information iflhich you were to gather 
was to be given to any other government besides the Russian Govern¬ 
ment? 

I got the impression that the information was to go to the Cominterni 
or to Russia, but to no other government, feturally in those days J 
the Comintern was synonymous with Soviet Russia. I 
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"Q 47: 
»A: 

«Q 48: 
“A: 


"Q 49: 
"A: 

"Q 50: 
"A: 

"Q 51: 
"A: 

"Q 52: 
"A: 

■Ki 53: 

“A: 

54: 

"A: 





After you had received this assignment at the Chinese restaurant 
vras there any discussion as to payment of expenses? 

At that meeting I was asked about how much it would cost in / 

Manchuria, but I was not told as to how I would be paid. 


As a matter of fact, how i/ere you paid? 

I remember that Sorge gave Ozaki American currency at that time 
and Ozaki later paid me in Chinese money. 


How much did he pay you? 

I was gone for about a two-month^ trip, and 1 received 300 
dollars. 


I 

Was that sufficient to pay the cost of your trip? Did you have to j 
ask for more money? | 

I think that was sufficient, but at that time there was a drop in 
the price of gold, I was told, hov/ever, that the amount I received 
was for living expenses and transportation and if there were any 
other expenses incurred, I was to ask for more money. 


Were you later paid anything for your services? 

Later, when I started a bookstore in Tientsin in 1933> I was given 
money to buy books, I was given money to rent a house, and such 
other expenses as were not directly connected with living expenses. 



That was remuneration for your services for this particular job? 
That is ri^t. 


let me review briefly. You iTere trained by[ 


work. [ 


for espionage 


- ^ - ---- 1 - 

introduced you to Ozaki for a spy assignment; Ozaki 


took you to meet Sorge and Snedley; they, at that time, gave you 
the assignment and paid you money for 3 rour expenses and later re¬ 
numerated you for this assignment. Is that correct? 

That is right. 


1 

b7C 


If all conversation at this meeting was carried on in English, 
there was no possibility that any of those present, that is, Sorge, 
Smedley, and Ozaki did not knovf and could not help know that this 
%Tas an assigment in espionage work for the Comintern or the Russian | 
Goverrment? ! 

That is right. 
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"'Q 57; 


"Q 59: 


»Q 60: 


>'Q 61: 
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Tfith reference to the difference between the Russian Government 
and the Comintern, the information ■which you "were gathering vras 
not information that vrould ha-ve been of any particular value to 
the Comintern as distinguished from the Russian Go'vernment? Is / 
that correct? 

I -was never told exactly who this information was going to, but 
I had no doubt that it was for the Comin'tern, and if it was for I 
the Comintern, the information vfould naturally get to the Russian 
Government, The connection was public knowledge. 

'Then, as far as you were concerned, gathering information for the 
Comintern was the same as gathering information for the Russian 
Go'vernment? 

I vras doing it for the objective of helping Commxmism. | 

Was there anything that •would cause you belie've "that the ' 

Comintern v/ould need information of 'this type? I^idn’t you know 
that information of 'this type vras such information that it would 
be of no value 'to the Comintern except as it was used by the Red 
Russian Army? 

I did not -ttiink "very deeply in-bo the problem at that -time. 

The assignment you received was to get i nformation on the military? 

Is that correct? 

I was asked to get information not only concerning military . 

mat "ter s, but on such mat'ters as the political policy of "the ^ 

Kwantimg Army in Manchuria af'ber the Incident was over. ^ 

connections in Manchuria aM in Morth China vrere such that I could 
get information in de'bail on political matters, as vrall as on 
mili'Cary mat'ters. 

When did you complete your mission and retvtrn to make a report I 

on it, and hovr long did it 'bake? f 

I came back to Shanghai once in December 1931 snd made a report. / 

I 

Was that a written report, or did you make that verbally to / 

someone? 

I made a vjritten report Y/hich Ozaki translated and submitted. j 

Did he translate the report into ilnglish, French, or German, or / 
do you know? ' 

I think it was English. . ' 
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"Q 62j At the time you made and turned in your report, did you see any. 

other person besides Ozaki? 

'•A: No one else was present when I gave the report in Japanese to 

Ozaki, however, I was present when Ozaki turned the translated 
document over to Sorge and Smedley. There were several meetings 
concerning this report. 

”Q 63s Where was the first meeting held when you returned from this 

assignment? 

'*A; Smedley*s house. 

*'Q 64s Where did she live at that time? 

'•At A tall apartment building in the French Concession in Shan^ai. 

"Q 65 s Do you know iidiat floor? 

•’As I do not remember clearly, but I do know that we went up in an 

elevator, so it must have been the third or fourth floor. 

"Q 66s Do you remember tile name of the street the building was on? 

”As I do not remember. 

"Q 67s Was there any incident in going to Smedley’s aparfenent, or in 
entering the apartment, that stands out in your memory? 

"A; I remember that Ozaki said something about some prearranged signal 

as to whether it would be safe to go into Smedley* s apartment or 
not. 

'*Q 68 s What time of the evening was this meeting? 

”As I do not remember the exact time, but I remember that we left Ozaki* 

place after sundown. 

'*Q 69 s Was Sorge there udien you arrived at Smedley* s apartinent? 

*'As Sorge was not there when we arrived. 

’*Q 70s What time did Sorge arrive? 

"A: I think it was about 9 o'clock. 

"Q 71s (Handed " [ the picture of Smedley appearing in Battle Hymn of 

China)! Did the apartment belong to this woman, and is she the 
woman who was present? 

•*As The apartment belonged to the woman and she is Agnes Smedley. 

I remember her as being a rather tall woman. 
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"Q 72: 
"A: 

nQ 73: 
"A: 

JQ 74* 

■»A: 

'Q 75: 
"A: 

”Q 76: 
"A: 

”Q 77: 
’■A: 


^•Q 78: 

«A: 
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On that occasion, did you see Ozaki hand the report to any person? 
He turned the translated report to Sorge. At that time, Ozaki 
also turned over his OTJn report to Sorge. 

Was Snedley present at that time? 

I am quite definite that Smedley was there. 


Did both Sorge and Snedley read this report? Think very carefully 
on yom? ansT^er. 

I do not remember definitely that Smedley read the report, however, 
I received instructions at that meeting from Sorge as to future 
assignments, and at that time i remember that Smedley viras talking 
to Sorge, so she must have knovm the contents of ray report. 

After reading the luritten report, did you make an oral report 
to Sorge? Did he ask you to enlarge, or question you about the 
report orally? 

I remember that Sor^ asked me about the lihite Russians, but I 
did not have any information on hhite Russians, at that time. 


Tihat other subject did you take up in your oral report? 

Sorge asked if there was a possibility of Japan attacking the 
USSR after the Manchurian Incident. 


What was the written report? What did it deal with? 

The first report included causes of IJanchurian Incident, the 
relationship betvreen Fascism in Japan and the Manchurian Incident, 
the fact that the Incident was started by independent Japanese 
defense unit in Manchuria at the time, and that the Awantung Aimy 
was called in to support the defense units after the Incident 
started. When I received this assignment from Sorge, I was told 
that he just vranted to know the general situation. Sorge told 
me, ’Do not try to go too far into details because T have other 
sources of information.’ 


When you received your assignment, Sorge told you that, if during 
this work you feel there is any danger, go to Harbin and notify 
Ozaki of your address, 

I did not then feel any danger. 
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”Q 79: ■’-'.'hen you submitted the report there were present Sorge, Smedley, 

Ozaki and yourself. T/as your oral report submitted in Japanese 
and translated by Czaki into English and submitted to anedley and 
Sorge? 

”A: Tes. 

"Q 80: Did Sorge interrupt by asking any questions while the oral report 

was being made? 

”A: Yes, he did, occasionally. 

”Q 81: Did he, at the conclusion of the report, ask any questions on 

the oral report? 

’’A: I am rather confused as. to what I nas 'a'sked at'certain meetings 

because there Tjere many meetings. 

”Q 82* here there questions asked at anjr of the meetings concerning 

your oral report? 

”A: Sorge did question me. 

”Q 83: That was in English to Ozaki vrho translated it into Japanese? 

"A: That is right. 

”Q 84* Did Smedley, at any time, tdce part in any of the questioning 

directed to you? 

"A: Although there were no questions put to me by anedley, she did 

participate in the discussions. 

”Q 85: Did she participate in the discussions with Sorge and Ozaki and 

then the questions were put to you? 

”A: I have the improssion that she was discussing questions rdth Sorge. 

"Q 86: Did Sorge read the written report aloud? 

*A: I do not recall; however, there were several meetings on the 

same report. 

Q 87: IVere you present at all the meetings? 

A: Yes, I was present. 

■Q 88: Is it your opirJLon that Smedley knew the contents of the written-^ 

report? 

A: Yes, she must have knoam. 

”q 89: In jnoxir opinion, there is no doubt that Snedley knew all the facts 

contained in the reports, bath oral and written, that were sub¬ 
mitted by you to Sorge, Smedley and Ozaki at Smedley* s apartment at 
that meeting? 

”A: I am quite sure that Smedley knew the contents of both the oral 

and written reports. 


”Q 81! 


"Q 82 s 


»Q 83: 

"A: 

"Q 84* 


”Q 85! 


'Q 86: 


Q 87! 

A: 
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Ija your testimony before the police, or in yo\ir interrogation by 
tlie police examiner, you stated you returned to Shan^ai frcsa 
Manchuria in January 1932. Is there any incident that you can 
recall that will allow you to fix that date more clearly and 
eliminate this confusion? 

I remember that I passed New Year's quietly in myspartment with 
seme friends in M\3kden. 

Wasn't that an unusual way to spend N©Tir Year's? 

I have the recollection that I wen t secretly back to Shanghai on 
the first trip, and thia | \ who had been given ms ttie 

information during my first stay in Mukden, felt uneasy about me 
going back secretly to Shanghai the way I did, so he asked me 
not to come to his office anymore. Otherwise, I think I would 
have spent New Year's a t the Mukd en branch of the Asahi if I had 
been on good terms with I ~L but instead I spent the ^ew 

Year's quietly in my own apartment. 

Based on what you have told us then, see if I understand you 
correctly. First, you do recall ttiat you returned to Shanghai 
secretly and that your friend of the Asahi Shimbun staff was 
suspicious of such a trip and requested you not to come to the 
office any more. Is fact number one correct? 

That is true. 


Q 93: 


"Q 9."^"" 




"Q 96; 


Nimiber two: 'When you returned to Mukden, you were still on a 
secret mission. Is that correct? 

That is right. 

Since your friend, |_|was suspicious of your trip, you 

were being a little cautious and did not celebrate New Year's 
in the ordinary manner. Is that correct? 

That is right. 

And, consequently, you remember that you spent New Year's in 
your own aparhnent with a few friends rather than with your news¬ 
paper friends at the Asahi Shimbun where you ordinarily would 
have gone? 

Yes. 

Then, by reason of calling these facts to mind, you can now stata 
definitely that at the end of December 1931, you were in Mukden 
on a second assignment? / 

Yes, that is it. . / j 
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"Q 97; You returned from Mukden the middle of December; you submitted a 
report in Japanese to Ozaki; Ozaki translated it to English; 
then you both went to Staedley’s apartoent by a prearranged 
appointment. "When you arrived, Sorge was not there; Sorge 
arrived about 9 o'clock. You submitted yoiir written report, also 
your oral report on matters on which you were questioned. The 
conversation was in English and was understood by all present, that 
is, Sorge, Staedley and Ozaki? 

"A: That is true, and I think the date I came back from Mukden was 

about the 20th of December. 

”Q 98; Bhen did serious discussions start about your second assignment? 

"A; I was asked if I would be able to go back to Manchuria the same 

ni^t I submitted my report in Smedley's apartaent. 

”Q 99; When were definite plans made for you.to return? 

"A: I think we talked about that when we were walking through the 

peurk. 

"Q 100; Describe that a little more fully. 

"A: At the first meeting in Saedley's apartment, I was asked whether 

I would be able to go back or not, at which time I answered that 
I would be able to go. When we left that night we decided to 
meet again the next morning at Smedley's apartment. Sorge again 
came late after everyone else had assembled, and it was decided 
at that time that I would go again to Mukden. After the meeting 
at Saedley's apartment, the four of us, Ozaki, anedley, Sorge and 
I went by automobile to the park. We made definite plans for me 
to go back to Mukden at that park. 

'*Q 101: What was the nature of your second assignment? 

"A; It was about the same as the request that was made of me the 

first time. The information that was requested of me the first 
time as conditions were changing daily in Manchuria at that time. , 
I was asked to watch for any changes since the first report. / 

I 

'Q 102; After you had received your assignment, was there any provision ! 

made for the payment of your expenses of your second trip to j 

Manchuria? I 

'A; I received expense money. i 


”Q 99; 
"A: 


»Q 100; 
"A: 




CDNECKlENriflL 








NTIflL 


/•*Y’ 

U Utt-. J r^ 

"Q 103: From whom did you receive the money? 

'k* Sorge. Sorge gave it to me at Snedley's house. 

”Q 104; How much? 

"As I think it was about 100 American dollars. 


"Q.IO 51 

"A: 


"Q 106: 
"A: 

"Q 107; 
••A: 


‘'Q 108; 


"Q 109 : 


”Q 110: 
"A; 

'•Q 111; 


'Q 112: 


Were Staedley and Ozaki present when this money was passed? 

Yes, they were both there. In the presence of Sorge, Staedley 
suggested that I would need a winter overcoat.if I were going 
again to Manchuria. I was wearing a light topcoat at that time. 

Did you buy an overcoat? 

I went with Ozaki to order it. 

Do you know who paid for it? 

I received the money for the overcoat in addition to the ex¬ 
pense money, but the payment for the overcoat was made to the 
tailor in Chinese dollars by Ozaki. 

The $100 was expense money. Did you receive any money for your 
services for this second trip to Manchuria? 

I did not receive any money aside frcmi actual expenses and 
transportation and the money for the overcoat. 

But the advances given for your services gave you ample fvinds 
to live on and to operate with? 

The money I received was ample for living expenses. While I 
was in ^an^ai, I was drawing a salary so I did not have to have 
anything other than pocket money. 

Who did you draw your salary from? 

Frcsn Sorge. 

At this stage, did you consider Stoedley a member of this spy ring 
of sufficient importance that you would have taken an assignment 
from her without further question? 

I certainly would have done anything that Staedley asked me to do 
without question. Of course, I would have consulted with Ozaki 
for even with Sorge, I always worked through Ozaki. 

Did you consider Sorge and Smedley of eqx:ial importance in this 
spy ring? Or, if not equally important, she was a very importfint 
member? 

I received the impression that she was a very important member. 
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”Q 113 t When did you leave Shanghai for your second trip to Manchuria? 

”Aj I do not remember the exact date. It may have been about the 

24 th or 25 th of Eecember. 


«Q 114 * 

”A: 


How long did you stay in Manchuria on the second assignment? 
About the 28th or 29th of January. 


”Q 115: VJho did you contact upon your return? 

^A: Ozaki. 


■'Q 116: 
■»A: 

117: 

”A: 

-Q IIB: 
"A: 


\Jhere and to v/hom did you sutanit your report? 

Snedley* s house. 

Inhere was she living at this time? 

The same apartment house in the French Concession. 

T/as Sorge present at the time you arrived at Smedley* s house? 
Ozaki and I met Sorge at the Bund and went up to anedley* s 
house together. 


•'■Q 119: About what time? 

A: About 9 or 10 o' clock at night. 

"Q 120: T7as Agnes Smedley in her apartment when you arrived? 

”A: She was in her apartment. 


Q 121: 


'Q 122: 


'Q 123: 
"A: 


Was this the woman who vras in the apartment and with whom you 
met? 

(Battle HyBin of China Picture) 

Yes, it is the same. 

Did you then subnit a vu^itten and oral report to Sorge and 
Smedley? 

I think I compiled the report and vn?ote it doim and submitted the 
report. 

Was there any discussion of your report diAring the evening? 

Of course, we had discussions concerning my report. It consisted 
of such information as the developnent of Manchuria, the 
establishment of Manchuria as a state. Conditions were changing 
constantly in Manchuria in these days, and I was instructed to 
observe changes that vrere taking place. 
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•'Q 124: Is it not true that about that time there \vas a considerable 

amount of friction bet\TOen the Japanese Foreign Office and the 
Kwantung Amy? 

"A: It is true that there was some friction between the Kvrantung 

Army and the Japaense Government at that time, but such facts 
did not appear in the newspapers in Manchuria. 

”Q 125; Did iiaedley participate in the discussion of your report? 

"A: Yes, she did, 

126: Hovf long did the meeting last? 

’'A: About two or three hours, 

”Q 127: Did you return to your house that night? 

■<A: I stayed that night at Smedley's apartment. 

'’Q 128; The next morning after you slept in iMedley* s apartment - do 

you remember where you went? 

A: The next morning Ozaki and I returned to oxir hotels bjr street¬ 

car. 

Before you left, or at any time during this occasion at 
Staedley* s house, did you discuss a new assignment? 

There was some ^scussion as to vjhether it would be better 
for me to remain in Shanghai or to return to Manchuria. It 
was finally decided that it would be better for me to to back 
to Manchuria again, and I agreed to do so, 

"Q 130 : Did Gnedley participate in that conversation? 

”A: Yes, she did participate in the discussion, 

’’Q 131 * Then it was settled when you left her house that you would 

return to Manchuria. Is that correct? 

” AS Yes, it was settled. 

Q 132 : 

A: 


b7C 



Did 3 rc)U return to Manchuria? 

Yes, On the v;ay back from dmedley* s house, I was told by 
Ozaki that becaus e he was returning t o Japan, I should contact 
Smedley through a | | and Ozaki gave me a 

letter of introduction to this man. 


"Q 129: 
»A: 
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«Q 133: Is that the first time that you knew Ozaki was returning to 

Japan? 

nA: I don* t remember the exact time or day when I heard this nevfs, 

but it was after I returned from Mukden the second time. 

i»Q 134: You returned to Efukden on this occasion in the latter part of 

January 1932. Is that correct? 

**A: In the early part of February 1932. 

”Q 135: Did you travel overland this time or did you go by boat? 

*?A: By boat to Dairen. 

’•'Q 136 ; How many meetings did you have before definite plans were made 
for you to return to Hanchtiria? 

*’A: I met with Sorge tvidce after this meeting at Smedley* s apartment. 


"Q 137: Has Smedley present at either one'of those two meetings? 

’’A; Smedley was not present. 


”Q 13 s: 

"A: 

"Q 139: 
*‘A: 


You said that before you left Smedley* s house and during the time 
that you vrere in Smedley’s house, it was determined that it was 
best for you to return to Manchuria, ‘‘hat instructions did you 
receive at that time as to v/hat you were to do? VOiat tjhs the 
mission you were given at the time? 

The instructions were about the same as the previous mission. 

You were to carry on the vrork that you had already been doing? 
That is right, yes. 



""Q I 4 O: 
■A: 

141: 

"A: 

"Q 142: 
"A: 

U3: 

"A.: 


liiihat arrangements were made at that meeting in Medley* s house 
with reference to payment for your expenses or other reimbursement? 
We discussed the expenses for this mission, but I do not remember 
whether I was paid on the spot or not. 

But you do remember that payment to you ivas discussed at that meet¬ 
ing in Sbiedley* s apartuent. Is that correct? 

Yes. 

Do you remember how much the payment was to be? 

I don* t remember the exact amount, but I believe that it was 
about the same as the previous payment. 

You say you met Sorge on a couple of other occasions before you 
returned to Mukden? 

Yes. 
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"Q U5: 
"A: 


•Q 146: 


•Q 147: 


"Q 148: 


”Q 149i 


”Q 150: 


The two meetings that you had vrith Sorge before you returned to 
Ifiikden — •»toere were th^ held? j 

I met Sorge at a westem-siyle restaurant called the Yellow j 

Jacket. / 

INhat did you discuss at those meetings? / 

As Ozaki had left for Japan, and because I coul d not cont act , 

Sorge throu^ Ozaki and because contact through] j seemed ^ ^ 

impractical, I was told at this meeting with Sorge to coatact j 

him at a post office box and I was given the number of a post j 

office box. j 

Since Ozaki wasn’t present at these meetings, did Sorge speak j 
Japanese to you or did you use a language that you b oth under¬ 
stood, or did you use an interpreter? TShich of the three? 

We spoke in En^ish and there was no interpreter. The conver- 
sation just consisted of such matters as my date of departure, 
and there was no detailed conversation of ny activities. That / 
mudi I was able to do. ' 

It has been ay experience that many Japanese can read English, 
but not speak English. Could you read En^ish? 

I can \mderstand simple written English;' 

With your limited knowledge of En^ish, understanding a few words 
and being able to read simple English, it was sufficient for i 

your purpose which, as I understand, was merely your departure w / i 
date and how to contact Sorge. Is that correct? 

Yes, that is right. 


You, at one time, said in talking to the Japanese police, that 
you understood enough English to be able to follow a trend of 
a conversation. £y that, I mean that you knew just enough 
Baglish to know the subject, but not know iriiat was said. Could 
you do that at that time? 

I am not able to understand details in Shglish conversation, but 
I can make out idiat is being talked about. 

?lhen you said that your assignment and your reports were discussed 
by Smedley with Sorge and Ozaki on these various occasions, you 
did not have to depend on idiat Ozaki told you? You knew from your 
limited knowledge of English the general trend of the conversation? 
Is that correct? / 
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"At If it was ccjnversation concerning ray reports, I was able to 

understand some of the conversation, but not conversation udiere 
■ttxe subject was foreigi to mej I had difficulty understanding 
those conversations* 


"Q 151: Tlilhen your reports were discussed, you do know that Smedley was 

discussing your reports with Ozaki and Sorge? You did know 
that? Is that correct? 

"A: Yes. Smedley had knowledge of all transactions. 

"Q 152: Getting back to the time when you returned to Manchuria by boat 

and your two meetings with Sorge after the meeting in Smedley’s 
house. I take it because of your limited English, there was 
very little said between you and Sorge? Is that correct? 

“At That is correct." 




"Q 169: 
"At 


"Q 170: 
"A: 

»Q 171: 
f:A: 


"Q 172: 
” A: 


“Q 173: 
“A: 


Tliihat did you do after you had submitted your report of this trip 
to Sorge? Wliat were your activities after that? 

Sorge asked me to stay in Shanghai and take a position sol 
returned to the Shanghai Weekly. 

How long did you stay with the Shanghai Weelky? 

Until I was arrested in May. 

What were your espionage activities during that time? 

I was to investigate the movements and the strength of the 
Japanese Army following the Shan^ai Incident. 

Did you submit any reports to Sorge on this activity? 

I was not able to get any information as I was under the sur¬ 
veillance of the Kampei Tai and the Consulate Police. 

What were the reasons for your sirrest? 

There was a research society affiliated with the Toa Dobun Shoin 
and as a result of an anti-war movement by some members of this 
research g roup, two students v/ere aynelled from -the s chool. Their 
names were | These two 

came to me and asked me if there was any work that tney could 
engage in, and I told them to go to Manchuria, which they did. 

That research group which I referr*^ to was a leftist group. I 
was arrested on the suspicion of ^gaging in leftist activities, 
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A: particularly with reference to sending these two students to 

Manchiaria * 

"Q 174: How long were you detained by the police? 

"A: About 20 days. 


«Q 175: 
'•A: 


When you were released, what did you do? Did you stay in 
Shanghai? 


and asked him to 


After 1 was released, I contacted 
transmit to Sorge my intention of returning to Japan because there 
was no use of my sta 3 n.ng in Shanghai any longer. 


bVC 


”Q 176: When did you return to Japan? 
**A: The latter part of July. 


”q 177: What were your activities in Japan during this period? 

'A: I promised to ^t in touch with Ozaki so I looked him up right 

away. 


"Q 178: Did he give you any instructions - any assignment? 

“a: I did not receive any instructions as to espionage activities, 

but was told to recuperate for a while. 

*'q 179: When did you receive your next assignment? 

''A: About the 27th of December that year. 



’■Q 180: Who gave it to you? 

’’A: I received a letter from Ozaki asking me to meet him at the 

Hinkai Hospital in Shinagawa, Tokyo, on about the 25th of Dec¬ 
ember. When I met him there, he asked me to leave for Peiping 
on the 27th or the 28th. 

”Q 181: Did he give you any reason for going to Peiping?^ 

”A: He gave me no reason, but I assumed that it was to engage in 

espionage activities. 


n 

n 


Q 182: 
A: 


What were your instructions? 

There were no instructions given before I left. I was told by 
Ozaki to meet him in a German restaurant in Peiping. 

(note: Teh Kuo means Germany in Chinese.) 


i 
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«Q 183: When? 

”A: I think it was about the 30th when I was to meet him. 

"q 184: After you met Ozaki at this restaurant, did he give you any 
assignment at the time? 

"A: When I arrived, Ozaki was already in the restaurant talking to 

Stiedley. I was told by Ozaki to go to meet a Madame Siing 
at No. 21 West Tsung Pu Hutung. 

’’q 185: Was there any other conversation between you, Stoedley and 
Ozaki at this meeting? 

”A: There was other conversation but that was all that was told to 

me at the time. 

"q 186; Was this the wcMan who was with Ozaki in the restaurant? 

(Battle Hymn of China picture). 

A: Yes, that is the woman. 

”q 187: When did you go to see Madame Sung^ 

“A: It was about two or three days later - in January. 

“Q:188: Did you know Madame Sung at the time you went to call on her? 

'*A: I had an idea that it was Stoedley. 

'Q 189: When you got there, you found out that it was Stoedley? 

“A: When I got to the address, a Chinese answered; he came to the 

door and led me into a room where Stoedley v; as. She ms dressed 
in a black cotton Chinese dress. 

*‘Q 190: Was Stoedley, alias Madame Sung, this woman? (Battle Hymn of 
China picture). 

“A; Yes. 

"q 191: Who else was present at this meeting? 

”A: Aside from the Chinese who answered the door, there was another 

foreigner, who appeared to be a German, dressed in a black s\iit 
and appearing to be about 50 years old. 
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or the ferraan present before? 


"Q 192: 
"A: 


0 

Had you ever seen the Chinese 
It Tfas the first time that I 




R 

II 


Q 194: 
A: 


"Q 1951 

M A * 


Viap he fat? 

He was not fat, but he tras not thin either. 

Did you ever see this German again? 

I did see him later riding on a ricksha_ Tdth Staedley through 
the streets of Helping. 


*’ Q 196 : Did you ever find out his name or his connection? 

’'A: No, I did not. 


“ Q 197: Was this the man you met there, or was it about his build? 

(Group picture from Battle Hymn of China). 

“A: It looks like him, but I cannot say definitely that it was he. 


Q 198: 
A: 


Q 199: 

A: 


’vihat took place at this meeting? _ 

Apparently, Ozaki had told Smedley about I I 

in Dairen for vjnedley asked me whether I had any fri ends in 
Dairen. When I told her about i I in Dairen, 

I was asked to bring them to Peiping for a meeting. 

Who asked you to bring them? 

I vras asked by Snedley, but this was after dmedley and the German 
discussed the matter. 


' Q 200: 

“ A: 

‘‘ Q 201: 

u 


“ Q 202: 
A: 


Do you speak Chinese? 

Yes, I do. 

Were you and Smedley conversing in Chinese? 

'fhe Chinese and Smedley talked in English. .1 talked to the Chinese 
in Chinese and the Chinese acted as interpreter between Snedley 
and myself. 

Did Snedley tell you at the time why she wanted these men brought 
to Peiping? 

No, she did not give me -the reason why at that time. She merely 
asked whether I had friends in Dairen and then asked me to bring 
these two. 


CONFID^lTfiL 

SEpi 


58 







t,v.<cy I I , J 

M Lh^cM 

' ifr\ • iir#>M +Vi«^4« 4»v»i<ii «es+A 


DENTinL # 

eilET 


”Q 203: Was that the substance of the conversation at this meeting? 

•AJ Yes, that is right. 

"Q 204 ; Did you proceed to carry out these instructions? 

"A: Yes, I did, but both of them could not come, so I brought only 


"Q 205 ; 
”As 

”Q 206; 
”A; 

"Q 207 : 


'Q 208; 


*Q 209 ; 


'Q 210; 


’Q 211: 


'q 212; 


Q 213! 


,Q 2U: 
A; 


Did you go to Dairen for these men? 

Yes, I did go to Dairen. 

Who paid your expenses for this trip? 

Sbiedley. 

Do you remember how much she paid you? Whefter it was in 
Chinese dollars? 

I do not remember exactly what currency, but I was paid in 
either Chinese dollars or in Japanese yen. 

You can’t fix the amovint of the currency? 

She paid for my expenses to Dairen and to bring these men back. 

You are definite that it was not American money? 

It was definitely not American money. 

And it was either Chinese or Japanese money? 

It was one of the two. The Japanese money was used in Dairen, 
but the passage was paid in Chinese money at that time. 

Perhaps it was both? 

It was either one or the other. 

Were you told why these men were needed or for what purpose they 
were needed? 

She did not say how they were to be used. Because of previous 
connections, I knew without her telling me, that it was for 
espionage activities. 

Did this expense money include passage for these men from Peiping 
back to Dairen? 

Yes. 

TIttien did you return to Peiping? 

Four or five nights later. I stayed in Dairen two nights. 
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**Q 215: 


“A: 


'•Q 216; 
«A; 


’•Q 217! 


>*A: 


tihen vfas the next meeting you had Tirith Smedley? 

It was before the 10th of January of the following year. 


1933. 


I'Jhat took place at that mafitTrifr? 

I left one day ahead of I I from Dairen andL 


came to 


my house when he arrived, b'e went together to Smedley* s place 
and thos e present at the meeting v/ere Smedley, the (ferman, the 


b7C 


Chinese,! 


and myself. 


bhat was discussed at this meeting? 

Vie discussed the gathering of political, economic and military 
information on North China and tlanchuria. It was decided to keep 
one man each in Peipin g. Tientsin and Dairen. It was decided 

_in Tientsin, and | 


that I stay in Peiping,|_ 
Dairen. 


1 


in 


b7C 


‘*Q 218: 
“A: 


“Q 219: 
”A: 


•^Q 220: 
•A: 


“q 221: 


VI 


A: 


Vjas there any arrangement made for sending reports to amedley? 

V/e decide d that 1 go to Tientsin once every vreek or ten days 
and that | ~| vrould go to Dairen once every ten days or 

so to get information from i I and that I would gather 

this information and contact the Chinese. 

Did you ever know the real identity of the Chinese? 

I never knev/ his real name, but I T;as later told that if there 
was ever a need to contact the Chinese, I was to ivrite to a IIA 
at the V/cmen* s Normal School in Peiping, 

Vihat arran^ment was made for submitting your reports? 

Reports ware to be given directly to the Chinese at Smedley* s 
(alias iiadame Sung) residence at I'lo. 21 V.'est Tsung Pu Hutung. 
later, I was advised that medley (alias Jiadame Sung) had vac¬ 
ated this residence and it was agreed that the Chinese would 
contact me at prearranged intervals at the book store in Tient¬ 
sin, If for any reason, our contact was broken, I was to write 
to JIA at the V/omen* s Normal School in Peiping. 

'were any reports made to Smedley* s representative — the Chinese — 
at the bookstore? 

Yes, one report was made at the bookstore, but subsequent 
reports were given to the Chinese who contacted me at the Peiy8.ng 
Hotel in the Japamse Concession in Tientsin at prearranged 
intervals. 
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’"Q 222: HotiT long did you continue making reports to the Chinese? 

■A: This particular phase lasted until about the 20th of August. 


“Q 223: 

"A: 


Did you see dmedle y after the arrangemen ts were made for the 

assignment of you. I _ I 

No, I did not meet Smedley after that, hlC 


“Q 224: 
“A: 


Did you receive any money for expenses and services for this 
assignment? 

Yes, I di-d. 


*'Q 225: who gave you the money? 

"A: I received it from the Chinese. This Chinese did not speak ©ither 

Cantonese or the Shanghai dialect, and he did not speak the 
Peiping dialect, either. I believe he vras a northerner. 

’'Q 226: Did you consider this a continuation of your former activi¬ 

ties, or did you consider this a new phase of espionage work? 

' A: Because this new assignment was also related to Smedley and 

Ozaki I felt that it ivas a continuation of my previous activities. 


t 

I 

I 


i 


Q 227: 


'•A: 


To sum up this phase: In the latter part of December, Ozaki 
asked you to leave for Peiping and said he would meet you there 
later. You met him around the end of the year at apre- 
arranged meeting place, a Gbrman restaurant, and found him with p 

Smedley. You were told to contact Madame Sung at No. 21 West X 

Tsung Pu Hutung; Madame Sung was actually Smedley who requested 
you to recruit two men to gather information regarding the 
Kwantung Array and the Nbrth C hina Garr ison Ar my (Japane se Army). b7C 
You were asked to recruit one | | and one | L ^diich re- 

q\n.red a trip to Dairen. Snodley gave you money to pay your 
expenses and also the expenses for these two men to come to Peiping 
and to receive their definite assignment. You were instructed to 
make these reports to the Chinese at Smedlej'* s address. Is that 
correct? 

Yes, that is right. 


Q 228: 

A: 


How long did these activities keep you in Peiping? 

I did not stay in Peiping, On January 10th, 1933> I left with 
~| for Tientsin, and toward the latter cart of January 
we set up a bookstore in Tientsin. I I hrd no friends in 

Tientsin, so I decided to stay there \d.th him for a vjhile, 
but around May. I I had a nervous breakdown and returned to^^^ 

Dairen, so I stayed on in Tientsin, 
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" Q 230: 
” A: 


” Q 231! 
"A: 


Q 232: 


Q 233: 


Q 234: 


Q 235: 


'q 236: 


"Q 237: 
"A: 


KTho furnished you the money to 
The Chinese gave me the mcn^. 


set up this bookstore? 


Was it run for commercial enterprise or for other purposes? 

In order to avoid suspicion in Tientsin, we had to engage in 
some business or have some work. 

In other words, it was a front for e spionage activities? 

That is right. 

Was this discussed at the meeting with Smedley, the German 
and the Chinese? 

At this meeting ifhere Smedley was pres«it, there was no def¬ 
inite decision as to what kind of business we would engage in, 
but there was a suggestion that we open a tea shop, but we felt 
that too much capital would be required to open a tea shop, so 
we more or less decided to open a b ookshop* 

Was the financing of the bookshop discussed with Smedley? 

I do not remember clearly if the bookshop was discussed, but there 
was discussion as to the c ost of carrying on s ome business as a 
front for our spy activities. 

In other vrords, it was decided at that meeting that s ome cobi- 
mercial enterprise would be set up in order to act as a front 
for you__ espionage work? 

That is it. 

And it was understood that idiatever activities were started, 
would be paid for by Smedley and her group? 

Yes, They agreed t o f inance the enterprise. 

How long d id you conduct this b ookshop and how long did you 
remain in this phase of your espionage work, that is, operating 
your bookshop? 

Until about September, 

Did you return to Manchuria? 

I could not get any information in Tientsin because I could not 
establish ar^r coimections, so in June I went to Changchun in 
Manchuria, 


tlX 
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"Q 238: Did this trip to llanchtiria involve any additional assignment? 

■What was the nature of the information you were after in 
Manchuria? 

"A: I went to Manchuria to get general information on the economic, 

political and military affairs in Manchuria. 

"Q 239: How long did you stay there? 

”A: I went there in June and came back in August. 

"Q 240: Did you see Smedley or the Chinese when you returned? 

"A: I met the Chinese. 

"Q 241: Did you submit a report? 

"A: I did make a report, but I did not have much information. 

''Q 242: Were you paid for this service? 

”A: I received some money after I came back, but it did not amount 

to very much. 

”Q 243: Who paid you this money? 

“A: I received it from the Chinese. 


“Q 244: Did you ever find out the name of this Chinese? 

‘ As I never knew the ri^t name of thi s Chinese. He wore glasses 

and he was well-built. | l and I did not know the name of 

b7C -bhis Chinese, so in referring to him, we used the term Aniki but 

we never addressed him by that name. 

Q 245: How long did you remain in Manchuria? 

**A: About two months — from June to August. 

*'Q 246: Then That were yoiu* movements? 

"A: I returned to Tientsin in August, made my report to the Chinese 

and met again later in a part _dn Tientsin by a previous ap¬ 
pointment. The Chinese stated that he was reprimanded by his 
superiors for lack of information gathered. 

• Q 247: Can you give any reason for the lack of information gathered? / 

‘‘A: I was unable to establish good connection in Manchuria because 

the persons I had known previously had moved and I coiild not / 
locate them. / 
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"Q 24S: 
"A: 


5fpt o.t^i^ 

18: lhat were your movements after August 1933? 

After the second time I met -ttie Chinese, I made arrangements 
to meet him again, but he did not appear, so our connection was 
severed after that, I closed the bookshop and became an employee 
of a woolen company. 


« 249: 
••A: 


nQ 250: 
"A: 


"Q 251J 


"Q 252: 


"Q 253! 


»Q 254 i 
'?A: 


Q 255: 


How long did you rema in with the woolen c ompany^ 

Until about January, I ~l came to Tientsin about January, 

I am not sure ishether it was after I left t he woolai o ompany or 
before I left the woolen company when I s«wl Tientsir^ ^ 

I had seen an item in t he newspaper that |_[had arrived, 

I heard tha j | was at this Peiyang Hotel so I looked him 

up there, 

f 

lhat was t he nature of your discassion with |_| / 

I I spoke at that time of meeting Sorge and Smedley in 

Shanghai. There, for the first time, I found ou t Smedlev’s b7C 
name, lhat was about January or February 1934. | j left 

for Hankow to get his wife and new-born baby and I stayed at 
I I house while he was gone. In February, I returned to 

Osaka, Japan, to report to Ozaki that ny connections were 
severed. 

Can you tell what Smedley's influence and position were in 
Chinese espionage? las she a person of hi^ rank in that activity? 
Yes, I did get that impression. 

In your conversations and contacts with Smedley, did you get 
the idea that she had direct contact with Moscow or with Russia? 

I got the impression that she had some liaison with the Ccmiintern, 

Can you recall any names of leftists that you met with Smedley 
or at Smedley's house, or names that you mig^t have heard in 
these meetings other than those we have discussed? 

The Chinese once asked me if I knew of a I L I told 

him that I did know him. 

Iho w^ he? 

I [was an employee of the South Manchurian Railway Company ^ 

in cnxna, and he v^as active in organizing the Pacific Labor / 

Conference n^ich was held in 1927 in Hankow, / 

Did you know that Smedley left China for Russia and the United 
States in May 1933? 

No, I did not know. 
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"Q 256 : Did you knovr that Ozaki, on 19 October 1934, met Smedley in 

Tokyo Tidien she was on her way back to China from the U,S,A,? 

'•A: No, I did not hear about Ozaki meeting Smedley in Japan, but 

heard that Smedley came as far as Kobe at one time, but did not 
get off at Kobe because she was so well-known by the Japanese 
police. 


"Q 257: Was that in 1934? 

"A: I heard the story from Oszki, aiwi I do not know exactly the time, 

so I cannot say definitely whether it was 1934. 

'•Q 258: Do you knoi < | ? 

"As Yes. b7C 

'*Q 259: Did you ever meet Smedley in her bookshop? 

"A: I heard about this bookshop and this Troman from Ozaki, but 

I never went to that bookshop. 

"Q 260 : You never knew airy of the people idio frequeited the bookshop? 

"A: I heard that many of the leftists among the employees of the 

South Manchurian Railway Company went there to buy books. 

"q 261 : Did you ever hear of the newspaper. Frankfurter Zeitung? 

"A: I never heard that name at that time, but recently I heard that 

Sorge had some connection with that publication. 

"Q 262s Ozaki classified and evaluated the Sorge group as an organi- 
zaticaa maintained in Japan by a special espionage d ivision of 
the Comintern. He also stated in the same series of inter¬ 
rogations that he entered the group through his association 
with Miss Smedley in China, Since you were a resident in China 
dinring that particular time, irtiat is yoxir recollection, if any, 
of these circumstances? 

"A: Yes. I feel the same way that Ozaki did. I think that Ozaki 

entered Ihis group throu^ Smedley and that this group was a 
Comintezn enterprise. 
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«Q 263: 
"A: 

"Q 264: 
"A: 


'Ki 265 i 
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*AsA ^ 


Do vcfQ know w hether Ozaki was a frequent visitor to[ 
book store in Shan^ai? 


I heard from Ozaki that he frequently went to that book store. 


b7C 


Through Tshom did you meet Ozaki? 

I first met Ozaki iidien two s tudents came fro m Japan with a letter * 
of introduction to Ozaki fron j [ . an employee of the ^ ^ 

Tokyo Asahi Shimbun. These two came to visit a Matsuo, one of 
ny co-workers at the Shanghai Weekly and they stayed in a room 
at the Shanghai Weekly. I met Ozaki for the first time at a 
dinner attended by these two students, Ozaki and nyself. 


How long after that was it before Ozaki introduced you to 
Smedley and Sorge? 

About six months later,” 
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On April 2nd, and •fo e 26th, 1949, Americaua occupaticjn authorities 
questioned one || He advised that in April, 1931 he obtained a 
teaching position in liing Weng College in China; that he considered himself 
”academioally” a Comiminist but was not a member of the Communist Party. He 
became a friend of Ozaki, Hozumi 'viio was later revealed as one of Sorge's 
most valuable aides in Ihe operations of his group. Hie pertinent partion 


'A: 


"Q 46: 
"A:. 

"Q 47: 
"A: 


"Q 48: 
"A: 


•Q 49: 


b7C 


50: 

■'As 

"Q 51: 
"A: 


‘•Q 52: 
''A: 


interrogation relative to Smedley is as follows: 


-JHHHKHHBHHt* 




”Q 44: TOien was the first time you heard of Agnes Smedley from Ozaki? 

••A: I think I heard about Agnes Stoedley from Ogata before I heard 

anything about her from Ozaki. 


."Q 45: What dld[ 


have to say about her? 


The conversations about Smedley were to the effect that her 
books were being s old in the Zeitgeist, I am not definite, 
but I think it was said that an interesting foreign Communist 
was in Shan^ai, 

And who was that interesting foreign Communist? 

Smedley. 

lAfhen did Ozaki first mention Smedley? 

I think it was after I returned to Shan^ai, I met Smedley 
and went back and told Ozaki that I had met her. 

Had you met Smedley before that? 

I met Smedley for tie first time utien I returned to Sl ^ghal 
in April or May 1932. I met her in 1932 throu^ I I 
•sho operated Ihe book shop, Zeitgeist. 


Did you have any conversation wit h her at that tim e? 

The conversation was very short, 

I was leftist because I used to buy leftist literature from 


knew that 


her shop, and she and Smedley asked me about Ozaki in Japan. 

Did you discuss Ozaki, whom you knew to be a Communist? 

The discussion was about Ozaki's health. 

i 

Until that time, Ozaki had never mentioned Smedley to you? 

Is that correct? 

Hiere was no taOk of Smedley with Ozaki before that time. 

It occurred to mo for the first time at that meeting in the 
book store that Ozaki knew Smedley, but had avoided mention¬ 
ing her to me. 

■When was the next time that you saw Smedley? 

About one week or ten days after our first meeting in the 












"Q 53: 

'*A: 

"Q 54: 

"A: 

"Q 55: 

"A: 


"Q 56: 


■Q 57: 


"Q 58: 

'’At 


‘Q 59: 


'■Q 60: 
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Zeitgeist. The meeting was hy appointment in her apartment. 

TOiere was her apartment? 

In the French Concession in Shan^iai. 

Vjhat sort of a building was it? 

It was about five or six stories tall. 

IThat floor did she live on? 

About the third or fotirth floor on the side facing the street¬ 
car line. 

Did you go up to her floor by elevator? 

Yes. 

Tlho else was present at that meeting with Smedley besides 
yourself? 

Only my wife. 

TOiat did you discuss during that meeting with Smedley? 

We talked about the cause of the Shanghai Incident and the 
influence of Fascists and military leaders in causing the 
war^ and the effects on the medium and small enterprises in 
China. She also mentioned a gathering of foreign correspond¬ 
ents in Shanghai where she had given a toast, 'Not for Chiang 
Kai-shek, but f or ihe Eighth Route Arny. ' She said that the 
Ei^th Route Amy was not losing to the Japanese Army, but 
that Chiang Kai-shek was compromising with the Japanese Army. 

At that time did you tell her of yourclose relationship 
with Ozaki? 

I am not clear as to exactly idiat was said, but since Ozaki 
entered the conversation, there must have been some talk about 
Ozaki and nyself. 

Did she ask you for aiy specific information at this first 
meeting? 

We discussed the causes of the Shan^ai Incident and its 
effect on the Chinese econony. She said that she had diffi¬ 
culty understanding ny English and asked me to put my obsei^ 
vations in writing. 
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”Q 61; Do you recognize either of these two as Agnes Smedley? 

(Picture from BATTLE HYMN OF CHINA and one with caption be¬ 
ginning ‘Political School Na‘m*) 

blC I I identified the picture from -the Book, BAT1LE HYMN of 

CHINA as being Smedley.) The first meeting at Smedley's j 

apartment lasted only about 30 minutes. She said she was j 

expecting someone and asked me to leave. I 



■b63, 

As 


li?hen was the next time you saw Smedley? 

At our first meeting in her apartment, she told me that she 
had difficulty understanding ny English because I spoke a 
mixture of English and German, since I studied economics in 
German, so she asked me to put my observations in writing 
and bring them to her. This I did about two or three days 
later. I remember that she was in bed when I visited her 
the second time. 

Miat else was discussed at this meeting in her apartment? 

At the second meeting she was in bed and coi!^)lained of some 
pain in her spine, so I gave her the report and left the 
apartment. The door was opened by a Chinese boy who took me 
to her room. I invited her to come for a sukiyaki d inner 
after she felt better and asked if she liked sukiyaki. She 
said she did and had eaten sukiyaki with Ozaki once or twice. 


II , 

,(5 64: 

A} 

'Q 65: 

"a 

A: 

% 66 : 
'A: 


'Q 67: 


"Q 68 : 
'A: 


b7C 


The sukiyaki party in your home was the next meeting? 

Yes, that was the fourth meeting. 

How many people were there that night? Just you and your 
wife and Smedley, or did you invite some other persons? 

t Smedley, ray wife and me. 


i: 


Up until tbda time had Smedley t old vou abou t her activities? 
No, she had not. I do remember I I mentioning that 

she was a very important person and that if an appointment 
with her was made, to be prompt. 

At this sukiyaki party, which was your forth meeting with her, 
you say there was nothing except light conversation? 

That is true. 

When was the next time you saw Smedley? 

After that I went to h er apartment , but found the door closed 


and when I inquired of 



as t o Smedley* s whereabouts 


I was told that Smedley had gone into the interior of China. 
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"Q 69r 


Q 70: 


Q 71: 


"Q 72: 


”Q 73: 


Q 75: 


' Q 76: 


»Q 77 j 


Wion was that? 

About the end of June 1932. 

Was that the last time you saw her? 

Yes, that was the last time as far as I remember. 

Did you ever take aiy messages at all from Ozaki to Staedley? 
No, Now that I look back, I think that Ozaki was hiding his 
activities with Smediey from me. 

You told us that several people told you that Smediey was a 
veiy inportant person in OomninTiia t olrele s. 

I was definitely told that by \ 

liiat did you gather she meant by ‘very inportant?* Could it 
have meant important in espionage work? 

I thought she had some Important coimection with the Chinese 
Communist Party, 

Was she important in Chinese CcBamunist Party work? 

Yes, I think so. 

You were told that your dealings with her, your contacts, 
should be done in a secretive manner. Is that correct? 

I was told to be cautious. 

After being told that she was a person of great importance 
and that your contacts, dealings and associations with her 
must be handled in a cautious manner, didn't you gather that 
she was engaged in unusual work, such as espionage, or work 
that was unusual and not generally known? 

I assumed that she was engaged in some secret activity, but 
the code among those of us was not to ask such things point 
blank, I was able to imagine that she was engaged in secret 
activities, I was able to deduce from her writings that she 
was closely connected with Camnunist activities in China, 

Now that I think back on such Instances as her asking me to 
leave because she was expecting a visitor and such, it is 
evident -tliat she didn't want me to meet tiiis person. 

From yovir association with Smediey, would you consider her a 
Communist? 

Yes, I would. 
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"Q 78: Looking back now, would you say that she could have been 

engaged in espionage activities? 

"A: Looking back now, she could very well ha-rebeen engaged in 

such activities, but at that time it did not occur to nie.'* 

La ^ Li-hl, J f'J, 
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1949, 


During the interrogation of ^ 
□ stated in part as follows: 


'»Q.9: 


on May 2, 


In your statement of April 16, 1949, you said that Sorge placed 
Smadley's work in Shanghai, Is that true? 

Sorge did say that she was a very important woman, that she had 
been with the Eighth Route Army and knew quite a bit about that 
organization, and also that her information was very good. 

In your statement of the l6th you said Sorge mentioned Agnes Smedley 
and praised her for the excellent work she was doing in gathering 
information. Did he intimate what kind of work she was doingj 
or what kind of information she was gathering? 

As the activities of foreigners in China did not come under the 
jurisdiction of Japanese law, I did not ask Sorge for the details 
of Smedley’s activities. 

From Sorge’s mention of Smedley and her activities in connection 
with his spy ring in China, did you infer that she was an important 
member of the ring? 

Yes, I did get that impression. As far as members of the Shanghai 
Ring were concerned, with the exception of Paul and Smedley, 

I only listed their names. I often mentioned Paul and Smedley, 
which gave me the impression that she was an important member of 
the Shanghai group. 


”Q,10: In your opinion, would Smedley have been arrested had she been % 

in Japan at the time of Sorge's arrest? 

”A: Of course she would have been.” 61-^580-130 

(Exhibit #21, enclosure #5A, pages 1^2) 

MAX KLAUSEN 

In the interrogation. Max Klausen, on August 4, 1942, when 
he was asked to describe the members of the Sorge ring that he worked 
with in China and Manchuria, named among others Agnes Smedley, 

(100-124002-145) 

(Exhibit 18, enclosure 3a, page 6) 

According to the statement of Max Klausen of July 16, 1942, J 

he stated that his wife^ l | met a nimiber of Sorge's co-workers among 
them being Smedley. According to Klausen, his wife met Smedley in Moscow. / 

100-124002-145 / 

(Exhibit 4, page 1) / 
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Excerpts Taken From the Shanghai Ifunicipal Police Records Restive to 
Smedley and Fiimished the Bureau by IDA, November 22, 1950. TW~ 

The folloY/ing excerpts "were furnished the Bureau by IDk on 
November 22, 1950. According to IDA these excerpts were taken from the 
Shanghai Municipal Police Records. It mil be noted that the information 
is meager and apparently is a digest of documents presently in the files 
of the Shanghai Municipal Police. The Bureau by letter dated 2-10-51 
requested IDA to obtain all pertinent data contained in the Shanghai 
Minicipal Police records on Smedley. 


Date 


1929 


SMKDLSY, AG^]ES 

Went to Hangchow mth Gertrude Binder 
and Evangelista 

Correspondent for "Frankfurter Zeitung" 

Took active part in organization of 
Chinese Branch of League against Im¬ 
perialism and for Colonial Liberaticm 

Author of several novels in Gemian and 
Englishj "Daughter of the Eai*th" believed 
to be colored version of her own life 

Arrived Shanghai May 1929 from Berlin, 
traveling via Moscov;, Harbin, Mukden, 
Tientsin and Peking 

Correspondent of the "Frankfurther Zeitung" 
official organ of German Democratic Party 

Shared room with Gertrude Binder at ; 

Russian Boarding house, Shanghai I 

Hongikong police reported Smedley house 
in Canton was raided and papers relat¬ 
ing to India were seized 

JJsmber of the Hindustan Association of 
Berlin and of the Berlin Indian Revo¬ 
lutionary Society 
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1931 


1931 


1931 


1931 


1931 


Article reproduced in '’Izvestia" 

(Moscow) and again in “Shanghai Zaria" 
brou^t first notice of Shanghai police 

Article "Philippine Sketches" published 
in June issue of “New Masses" 

“Friends of USSR" and other fronts-DA 
Circular #192-1948 

Harold Isaacs reported to be very- 
friendly -p/itj^r Smedley 

Member of Committee of assistan ce to 
"Secretary of PPTUS"— I ~l b7C 

Anarchistic American syndicalist well- 
knovm among radical elements in Shanghai 

Regarded as "too in^ortant and clever a 
person" to be involved in dissemination 
of Communist Literature as the "China 
Correspondence" 

Believed to be author of article "London 
behind the Hanghan Chiang Kai Shek" in 
Red Flag (Rote Fahne), Berlin 

Ifember of the Committee for Eefense of 


1931 


1931 


Took part in campaign to release |_ 

Frequently -visited at the homes of Harold 
Isaacs and I ~| in latter part of 

1931 

Received Coramxinist and anti-in 5 )erialist 
literature throu^ the mail—some from 
Berlin 


Received several Chinese and a few 
foreign visitors at her apartment. Be¬ 
lieved these meetings v/ere re All China 
Labor Federation 


CDNFIDEN 









» 



IDENTIfiL 




C^ C-T% oLt^ 


1932 

1932 

1932 

1932 

Prior 

1933 


b7C 


Inrporbant member of All Ghitia Labor 
Federation 

Leader of the Soviet Foreign Culture 
League in Shan^ai 


Said to have been in contact with 
lin summer of 1932 


Complimented on her book "The 19th Route 
AimQT" 

lived with i I 


1933 


Holds both German and American passports 


1933 Agent for 3rd International, Eastern 

Branch 

1933 Known to have assisted Indian seditionists 

in Shanghai during previous several years 

1933 Believed that she receives orders direct 

from IJoscow 

1933 Chief duties for Comintern to supervise 

Commxniist organizations among workers 

1933 Author of story called "Fall of Shangpo" 

in "International literature" 


1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 


b7C 


Smedl ev's work is believed to bd c arried 
on by 


Espiected to greet members of the "Anti- 
War Conference" arriving in Shan^ai 


^hstt^ax representative of the anti¬ 
imperialist league publication 


In service of Eastern Branch of the 
Central Committee of the Comiunist In¬ 
ternational and undertakes propagating 
of Communist doctrines and activities 
throughout the Orient 
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1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 


Received orders direct from Central Com¬ 
mittee of Communist International in Moscow 

No direct connection with local Soviet 
Communists in order to camouflage acti¬ 
vities 

Chief duties to organize workers and 
establish Communist organizations among 
workers 

Nature of her wo rk in Shan^ai similar to 
that of I I 


1933 


Contributed articles to the "China Tfeekly 
Review" 


1933 

1933 


1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 


b7C 


1933-34 

193>34 


Known to be in touch with Indian sedition- 
ists in Shan^ai 

Applied for return visa, to leave and 
return to China, reportedly to attend 
Anti-¥/ar Congress in Moscow 

Executive member of Leag-ue for Civil 
Rights 


Friend of 


Frequently visited the Zeitgeist Bookstore 
where several of her books were on sale 


Edited anti-British propaganda for 
Shanghai Branch of the Indian Youth 
League, revolutionary organization 


Visited Moscow, France and the US 

Reported to have written for lioscow 
Daily News imder name of "Mary Rogers" 


1934 Published her book "China's Red Array 

Marches" 

1934 lived in Moscow until middle of 1934 
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1934-35 Published several books including 

"China's Red Army lurches" and "Chgnese 
Destinies" 

1935 Article "Corrupt Press of China" pub¬ 

lished in "The Nation" 


1935 Possibility of anti-Coiiimunist organiza¬ 

tions adopting measures against Smedley 

1935 Rumored that her life was being endangered 

1936 Thought to be Hiss Si Hi Te Lu, Assis¬ 
tant of iHax Granich 

1936 American authoress vath anarcho- 

syndicalist leanings 

1936 isJaintained close touch with Communist 

and anti-government circles in Shan^ai 

1936 Assisted litax Granich with his work 

1936 On friendly terms with I I 

b7C Suggestion that Llax Granich asked vSmedley 

to collaborate with "Voice of China" 


I.fet Chinese students in homes of 


Keeps close touch with Communist and anti- 
Govemment Circles 

Reported broadcasting from Siam radio 
station in English 

Said to be making Commxniist propaganda 
and organizing students to aid the 
Chinese Red Army 

Iviade broadcasts over Siam Radio Station 
with James Hunro Bertram 


1936 

1936 

1937 
1937 

1937 
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1937 


1938 


Talks and demmstrations of anti-Japanese 
nature by Smedley, Janies Bertram and a 
German woman -cdio married a Chinese named 
Wang 

Reported to be in Hankow from the North 
and to have engaged in relief work among 
troops of the Bbh Route Army 


Persons Mentioned in the Shanghai I^unicipaj, Police Records as being 
Friendly T/ith Smedley 


Gertrude Binder; 



Identity unl<nown> Bureau requested 
G-2 on 2-10-51 for identifiable data 
on Binder. 


Bureau has case on one; 
Gertrude Binder 
Security Matter - C 
Bufile 100-16006 




b7C 
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Tyhereabouts unknown: 

Bureau requested G-2 on 2-10-51 
for identifiable data caij 

Ino indicati on that I I 

f I was ever in United States 


IJax Granich ; Bureau has casej ■ 

Iiax Granich. -was: ■ j 

\ _t Twa. 

Internal Security - R 
Bufile 100-88434 

I-1 ! 

_I British Subjectj 

Wo indication by G-2 
he ms ever in U. S. 

Identity unknorm: 

Bureau requested G-2 on 

_ 12-29-50 for identifiable 

data. Wo reply as yet. | 

Bepartment of the Army's Public Release of Smedley*s Implication in the 
Sorge Ring. 




The DepartiTient of the on February 10, 1949, publicly charged 

Agnes Smedley "with having been inqplicated in the Richard Soi’ge Soviet 
espionage netvfork v/hich operated in the Far East. Smedley on February 11, 

1949, denounced as "a despicable lie" the Army report that she v;as a 
Russian espionage agent and the Department of the Army on February 18, 

1949, publicly declared that the report v?as a iiiistake on its am part. 

61 - 6580-288 

Bureau Investigation : - 

Basis for Investigation : ^ 

On October 25, 1944, the Bureau initi^frod investigamcn on Snedley 
due to her Communist activity in the Far East On November 5, 1947, as a 
result of the Department of the Afiiy furnishing a digest of the Sorge case ' 
and Smedley's activity in cannection theremth investigation \7as instituted 
to determine whether Smedley was engaged in espionage activity on behalf of 
a foreign government from 1941, the date of her return to the United States. 

/ 61 - 6580-288 
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lopsis of Investlgation 


In December, 1941, Smedley returned to the United States and 
took up residence in Saratoga Springs and Palisades, I'Ict? York* jji’cir. 

1941 , her activities consisted for the most part with writing for news¬ 
papers and periodicals, giving lectures, engaging in debates, both in 
personal appearances and on the radio and in all her reported publications 
and public utterance she championed the cause of the Communist Party in 
China and denounced the Chinese National Government and Chiang Kai-shek, 

Investigation reflected that she closelj^ associated with members 
and followers of the Communist Party. A number of persons interviewed by 
Bureau Agents were of the opinion that she was engaged in doing secret 
work for Soviet Russia in the 1930's. They felt that she was a sincere 
believer in the cause of the Chinese Communists. No one contacted could 
furnish any information of their own knowledge that she was a nember of the 
Communist Party or engaged in espionage activity. No facts have been 
developed which would indicate that subject was engaged in espionage activity 
on behalf of a foreign government after her return to the U. S. in 1941 
nor have any further facts been developed corroborating her espionage 
activity in the Soige Case, (61-6580—288) 

Pertinent Interviews 

On May 10, 1945, T.Tiittaker Chambers advised that he did not 
have ary actual evidence of Smedley's Communist affiliation, however, he 
stated tha t everyone knew that she was a Communist, He recalled that 
I ~l former espionage agent, had close contact with her and, as 

Chambers put it, "she was always hanging around the ninth flocr of the 
Communist Party Headquarters," He added that she may never have held a 
Communist Party membership book but that, if she did not, it was merely 
because the officials of the Communist Party had believed her to be of more 
value to them if her Party affiliations were not definitely established. 
Chambers further advised on December 31, 1948, that in 1935, viien l I 

_ had been designated to head the underground netwrork in Tokyo, he 

was eager to meet Agnes Smedley and Chambers arranged a meeting for himself 
with Smedley through ! I for the purpose of introducing Smedley 

to i I ( 6 I- 658 O-IO 3 , pages 25 and 26) 

In February, 1948, Julian Gumperz, an Merican citizen, th o in 
1928 was in Berlin as an active Communist propagandist, advised Bureau 
Agents that he met Smedley in Paris in 1928, stating that he subsequently 
translated into German a "book which she had written. He said that he had 
been instrumental in getting portions of this book published in the German 
paper "Fl’ankfurter Zeitung" and later secured her appointment as a consultant 
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[for that newspaper in China. Thereafter, according to Gun^jerz, he served 
as Smedley's financial agent in Germany, bafiking her money in Berlin and 
forwarding fnnds at her request. 

Gumperz ridiculed the possibility that Smsdley was a Communist 
during the period he was connected with her, 1928-1931. Althou^ admitting 
that she was probably in Hoscow during the vrinter of 1929-1930 and may have 
associated ivith Hindu Communists, Guuqserz stated that it was impossible 
to think of her as an agent of dis Comintern because of her instability 
and emotionalism. He said that oBiedley had differed with the Communists 
in nearly every issue and that the Gomn'unists (of v/hich he v/as admittedly 
one) were constantly being warned to exercise caution in dealing with her. 

" — 61-6580-34 

_ Hfidi IJassing. the former vjife of Julian Gumoerz (192 6-1928and 

_, advised t 

Bureau agents that Gumperz would have found it difficult to discuss Agnes 
Smedley, inasmuch as they had had a love affair beginning in April, 1928, 
and that after its breakup in the early 1930's, Smedley had become quite 
vicious in her remarks about Gianperz. Classing stated that she had first 
met Smedley in Paris about 1928 and had later met her in Moscow in 1931, 
at Tfhich time Smedley appeared very up set and critical of the Comintern. 

She stated that “of course" Sniedley was used by the Comintern either with 
or wiliiout her knowledge and she was of the opinion that Smedley's upset 
condition in 1931 had been caused by the fact that not being prepared for 
a Comintern assignment in China, she had evidently been told that such workbVC 
would come ahead of her writing. (61-6580-61) 6l-'6580-34 

_ 4 P/Pr.Tticr _ b7D 

I I T?ho Operated periodically 

in the United States from i I advised in March, 1950 that he 

knev; Agnes Smedley. He recalled receiving advice from Moscot/ not to work 
with Agnes Smedley, as correspondence with him might be compromised. At 
that tiin e. he was receiving from Agnes Smedley, viho was in Shanghai I ~l 

1 excellent political reports. He inferred from the advice he 
received from Moscow that Agnes Smedley was on intelligence work and that 
he should drop all communication with her. He recalled that Smedley came 
often throu^ Berlin, apparently travelling to the United States. On such 
occasions^she explained to him that she was working in actual danger of 
her life. ^ (U) 

_stated that Smedley linked herself to the Communist 

Party in the early 1920's. He stated for some reason or another she went 
to the Far East getting in contact with the Russian Intelligence. Recording 
to| I Smedley was a convinced Communist and, as such, a bona^ade agent 

of the Soviet Union. | ~| stated that Smedley had a very higiystanding 

in the secret department of the Comintern. 61-6580-318/ 
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advised in Hay, 1950, that" he did not know Agnes Siaedley 
very WSii, maving only met her a couple of times in Chungking, China in 
the late 1930*3 or early 1940's. He stated that although he did not know 
her very -well, he knew of her from other persons -who allegedly were well 
acquainted with Smedley. He stated that Agnes Smedley was always affiliated 
with Chinese Communists and that it was common knowledge in Chungking that 
Smedley was a Communist. Further, that he had been told that Agnes Smedley 
open3-y admitted that she v;as a Communist, 61-6580-293 

z' jp. Joseph Kornfeder, a former Commxmist, advised in Ivlay of 1950 

' that he did not know Agnes Smedley personally. Hov.'ever, that while he 
was in Moscow in April, 1928, ir. attendance at the International Lenin 
Institute, he had a conversation v/ith one Jensen, whom he described as an 
in^jortant official of the OGPU, Far Fast Section, at that time. He stated 
that during the course of a general conversation, Jensen questicned him 
as to the possibility of his (Kornfeder*s) entering the OGPU apparatus 
operating in the Far East and Kornfeder questioned him as to any other 
Americans fiio might be members of the OGPU operating in the Far East and 
Jensen mentioned Agnes Smedley. 

Kornfeder recalled that in April, 1929, when he iivas still in 
, Moscow, Earl Bro^vder retvimed to Moscow from China and sometime thereafter 
I he and Browder had a conversation pertaining to the Communist situation 
in China. Komfeder recalled that at one time during the discussion of 
i the Chinese Gommunist situation, Browder mentioned thatAgnes SnBdley was 
one of the Americans working for the Comintern in China. (61-6580-261) 

Elizabeth T. Bentley, self-admitted former Soviet agent, advised 
on April 24, 1950, that she recalled that one | | tiiom she 

met in New York in 1936, had described Agnes Smedley as a Soviet intelligence 
agent in China. 

_I informed Bentley that he had vrorked as a Soviet agent 

in China from 192 4 to 1927 and he had returned there in the early 1930*s. 

She recalled that I I had described Smedley as '’one of ours,” the term 

used to describe a non-Russian member of Soviet intelligence. 

She rec alled that in 1941, she spoke to Jacob Golos and told 
him of I I statements conceming Smedley, at which time Golos replied, 

"I knov/ that gal. Ue all loiow her.” Golos stated that Smedley was "one 
of ours.” It was Bentley*s in^jression that Golos knew Smedley in Moscovf 
althou^ it iiiight have been in the United States and that he knew her quite 
T/ell. It was her impression f^pm her n^versation with Golos that Smedley 
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had once been a very important member of the Soviet intelligence set up, 
but that she was at that time (1941) either a “has been" or at least of 
waning importance. 

It should be noted that Jacob Golos vfas laiss Bentley’s espionage 
principal during a portion of the period in which she was connected v/ith 
the Soviet intelligence system. 

iliss Bentley also recalled that in 1944 she had been chatting 
with Earl Browder at his home at honroe, Ifew York, and that he had been 
reminiscjng about his experiences in China in the 1920’s. At that time, 
she mentioned Smedley's name to him and Browder also made the statement 
she, Smedley, was "one of om-s." (61-6580-223) 

?JevJ York City, advised 

that he v/as a member of the Communist farty from 1924-1937. He served as 
a paid organizer for the Corammist Party in the United States and part 
of this time he viras enplosred in Shan^ai and in ^lanila, P. I,, as a 
reporter for the Btenn-Pacific ZSureau of the Communist Party. He advised 
Bureau Agents that some titae in 1932 or 1933 he met Agnes Smedley in 
Shanf^ai, China. He stated at that time h e consider ed her a "trusted 
party member." During this period of time associated v/ith 

Smedley in Shanghai and he recalled being at. a paf^ ivith her, at which 
time the Russian revolution was celebrated. | stated that during 

the period of his acquaintance vrith Smedley, he did not stispect that she 
was engaged in espionage work or acted as an agent in any Y/ay for the 

party in Shan^ai. However, he s’bated Tihen he returned to Chin a at a _ 

later date, the Communist Party v/anned him not to contact her. | | 

relates that he speculated that this was ei’tlier because Smedley was being 
used in a confidential capacity or because the party no longer trusted 
her. (61-6580-155) 

Louis F. Budenz, Assistant Professor, Fordiiam University, Mew 
York City and formerly Lianaging Editor of the "Daily Worker," East Coast 
CoromYinist neYYspaper and a Communist Party functionary until October, 1945, 
T/as interviev/ed by Bureau Agents in ^pril of 1950. He advised that he 
first met Agnes Smedley in either 1921 or 1922. He stated the meeting 
took place in the office of the American Civil Liberties Union There Budenz 
Y/as en 5 )loyed as the Publicity Director, iilhen Budenz met Agnes Smedley, 
Roger Baldwin, Tho was then leader of the Aiiierican Civil Liberties Union, 
Y’/as present. Budenz recalled that upon behig introduced to agues Sioedlcy, 
she asked whether or not he was a Govemnient man. 

Budenz stated that it is his best recollection that he talked 
with Lob Dunn, vho was then and who still is, according Budenz, a 
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Coiamunist Party merabar and he asked Dimn about Smedley. Dunn told him that 
Smedley v/as engaged in '‘spying” for the Soviet Union. Budenz stated no one 
else was present when he had his conversation with Bob D\jnn. Budenz stated 
that after the first meeting with Smedley, he met her again in Mev/ York 
City, at which time she told him the following: "I am doing secret work 
for India and the Soviet Union, and I like to know v/ith idiom I am dealing.” 
This remark was prompted Bndenz asking Smedley if she had given up the 
idea of Budenz being a Government man. 


He related that some time between 1935 and 1940, idiile assigned 
to do some work in connection with Agnes Smedley, he being at that time 
Labor Editor of the "Daily Worker,” he had a conver sation v/ ith I 
former Editor of the "Dai ly Worker ." At that time« I l asked Budenz 

if he knew Agnes Smedley. I ~l told Budenz that Smed ley was a Communist 

and was also "one of our most valued agents in China." _added that 

at times she was irresponsible but this irresponsibility sometimes hel ped 
her. Budenz stated that he understood this statement of I 1 to 

mean that Agnes Smedley was an agent of the Communist Party, the Comintern 
or the Soviet Union. 


Budenz stated that it was his belief that Agnes Smedley had very 
little connection with the Communist party, USA. He based this on the fact 
that she spent most of her life in China. Budenz vaguely recalled a 
private reception which was givan by officials of the Communist Party, 

Uafi, Hew York sometime between 1940 and 1945 for Agnes Smedley. Budenz 
further added that the "Daily Iforker" revievred Smedley's books and generally 
their reviews were favorable. He added that the Goraiiunist Party treated 
Agnes Smedley as a "independent" rather than as an open Communist. Budenz 
stated that was the "Daily Worker's" policy in regard to Agnes Smedley, that 
this policy had been made known to him by someone in authority, possibly 
Jack Stachel. (61-6580-223) 

Robert V/illiams Dunn, Director of the Labor Research Association, 
80 East nth Street, New York City, advised Bureau Agents on !iay 2, 1950, 
that he may have met Agnes Smedley aromd 1918 or 1920, at which time she 
was active in a "free India movement" designed to free India from the rule 
of the British Eii 5 )ire. However, he did not specifically remember meeting 
Smedley and claimed that he had no knoivledge concerning Smedley's activities 
except to know that she vias "an ejqjert on the Far East." Dunn stated that 
he had never had it intimated that Smedley had conducted any espionage 
activity on behalf of the USSR. It should be noted that Dunn spoke dis¬ 
paragingly of Louis Budenz and stated that he had "no use for felloT/s kike 
that." ^ 

\ / (61-6580-245) 
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On April 4j 1950, Harold H. Isaacs, former Special Features .'Mitor, 
of "Kexvsr/eek” magazine advised that he had been in China from approximately 
1931 to 1936, much of this time in Shanghai, where he edited a weekly English 
newspaper T/hich espoused the program of the Chinese Communist Party. Isaacs 
stated that through this activity he had become xrell acquainted with Agnes 
Smedley, then a journalist in Shanghai, who \ms devoting all her time and 
energy to furthering the program of the Chinese Communists, He could not 
state definitely TJhether Smedley ■was a member of 'bhe American or Chinese 
Comnunist Parties. He had no information as to any espionage acti-vlties on 
the part of Smedley and stated he had ne'ver met or heard of Hi chard Sorge or 
other members of his group, (6I-658O-29I) 

Freda Utley, 1717 20th Street, I'forthwest, V/ashington, D, C., on 
July 20 and September 6, 1949, advised Bureau Agents that she was in Hankovr, 
China, in 1938. She explained that she had resided in Hanko-sv for about 
4 or 5 months and during this time she visited frequently with Agnes Smedley 
another wTiter, Miss Utley stated that she had broken from the Communist 
Party in 1931 and that Agnes Snedley was getting out of the Communist Party 
in 1938 but appeared pro-Chinese Communist» Utley stated that Snedley 'vsas 
active in Chinese Red Cross and literar3'’ work in Hankow, Utiey further 
stated that Smedley belie-yed the American Communists did not like her because 
they had condemned one of her books. (6I-658O-I3I) 

t 

Elizabeth Billing in her book entitled -^Hled i'fetwork" under the 
grouping ”“ho is T.ho in Radicalism" stated on pare 322 the folloiNing; 

^'A.gnes Smedley, Communist j International Union of Revolutionary 
Writers; permanent contributor to international literature; contributor 
to ' Hew Hasses’ ; mamber of the Revolutionary ..riters Federation,” 

(6I-658O-2O) 

liatirice A.. Halkin, 2355 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, Meiv York, and 
temporarily employed by the loimigration and ffeturali zation Ser'vice in New 
York, ad-vised in April, 1950, that from 1919 until his eaplusion in 1937, he 
was a member of the Communist Party and for part of that time, was a paid 
organizer. He stated that dxiring this time he ne-ver met Agnes Smedley nor 
did he see her at any Ccanmunist Party meetings, Howe-ver, he v^as advised 
by the Treasurer of the Communist Party that Smedley was a Communist Party 
member, (61-6580-223) 


Publications 


Agnes Smedley was the author of many publications, articles and 
several books. 


BetTiveen the period January, 1929, through January, 1948, the 
publication "ifew Masses" carried many of her artic^Les, most of -which dealt 
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•with China, Betvreen the period 1932-1949^ her articles appeared in such 
publications as ®The Mation," "i'letr Republic,” “Travel,® “American Jifercury,” 
"Saturday Re'vieTf of Literature,® "Asia,® “Current Biography,” "Publishers 
Weekly,^ ®KeiwsTjeek," “Qiristian Century,® and "China ifeekly Re'vi-ew," The 
'titles of seme of her books are as follo-ws: "Battle Hymn of China," 
published in 1943j "China’s Red Army Marches,® 19345 "Daughter of Earth," 
1929; "Red Flood Over China,® 1934. (61-6580-245) 

Federal Grand Jury Action Contempla'bed; 


On March 23, 1949, | Special Assistant to the Attorney 

General, advised the tbw York Office that he felt it vrould be desirable to 
ha-ve Smedley testify before -the Federal Grand Jury but that the mat-ter rrould 
have to avreiit completion of the Alger Hiss 'trial, which was scheduled to 
begin April 11, 1949. (61-6580-78) 

On May 31, 1949 Alger Hiss first trial began in Nev/ York City. 

On July 8, 1949 Hiss trial ended, vfith a hung jury. 

On Hovember 17, 1949 Alger Hiss second -trial began in Hew York City, 

On Janueiry 21, 1950 Hiss trial ended. Verdict guilty. 

On Ho-vember 15, 1949 Agnes Smedley deper-ted from the United States 
for Southampton, ikigland. 


On May 6, 1950 Smedley died at Oxford, England. 
Passport Data 


December 13, 1920 


June 22, 1928 


June 7, 1929 


Ci-tizens Seaman’s Certificate 
Card #47169 issued December 13, 
1920 at Hew York City. 

Passport # 1266 was issued by 
the U, S. Consulate General 
at Berlin, Germany. 

Sworn affida-vit by Sinedley before 
American Consulate General at 
Shanghai, China stating she held 
passport # 1266 issued by the 
American Consul General at 
Berlin, Germany on June 27, 192B. 
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July 16, 1930 Smedley made application for 

passport before the Vice-Consul 
of the United States at Hong Kong. 

She stated she desired to visit all 
countries for travel and business 
pxirposes,. Passport #284 was issued. 

September 3, 1930 Hade application for registration 

as a United States citizen before 
the Consulate General of the U. S. 
at Shanghai. 

June 23, 1932 Hade application for renev/al of 

passport before the U. S. consulate 
General at Shanghai, China, 

April 28, 1934 Hade application for passport at 

the Eepartment of State in Washington 
D. C.—stating she desired to go 
abroad for 3 or 4 7/Pars to vist Japan 
China, Indo-China, Soviet Russia, 
Germany and France. 

October 31, 1934 She made a pplication for registration 

as a citizen of the U, S. at Shanghai 

June 8, 1936 Made application for the renevral 

of her passport and her passport tos 
reneiTsd at the U, S. Consulate Office 
in Shanghai. 

May 10, 19^ Hade application for registering as 

an American Citizen before the Aiieric- 
Vice-Consul at Hankow, China, 

April 25, 1938 Made application for passport before 

the Vice-Consul of the U. S, at 
Hankovf, Chin,a and passport vras issued 

Hay 25, 1940 Made q)plication for renewal of pass¬ 

port before American imbassy at 
Chungking, China, ydiich was renewed. 



SEBRET 







hi 


t 



ENriflt 


♦ 


February 28, 1941 


September 8, 1949 


Made application for passport at 
Hong Kong before the Consulate 
Cfeneral* s Office of the U. S. 
Passport was issued. 

Made application for passport before 
Departnent of State. She desired to 
visit England, Italy, and France in 
order to do research on a book so 
that she could complete the book. 


October 28, 1949 


November 15, 1949 


De a1di of Snedley 


Passport # 151962 vras issued to her 
valid for one year for the British 
Isles, France and Italy. 

Smedley departed the United States 
for Southampton, England. 

61-6580-lBl 


By letter dated May 25, 1950, Legal Attache, London, advised 
that his confidential source abroad reported that Smedley died of bronchial 
pneumonia, an acute circulatory failure following an operation at Oxford 
Nursing Home, Oxford, England on Hay 6, 195®^^ ^^j6l-6580-295 

Status ofInvestigation: 


This case is in a pending status even though Snedley is dead. 

The present investigation is being directed to covering leads 
for the pirrpose of developing intelligence information. 

6I-658P7292 

Dissemination of Reports 

Copies_ 2 £.^pertinent reports in this case have been disseminated to 


the Department 


and the Intelligence Division of the /irmy. 


Extracts from the confessions of the various members of the Sorge 
espionage group were fiirnished to the Bureau by G-2 in the form of so-called 
’’Consecutive Exhibits.” 

Photostatic copies of all Consecutive Exhibits were furnished to 
the Department except those that merely repeated information contained in V 
previous exhibits.- 
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e lS/[.miA^i 4 ^r^,^,Tl ® united oxiil.-. GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


¥ro A, Ho Belno^ 

MVo Co Eo Heni^ntch 

AGNEH' S!.:EDLEY 
ESPIONAGE - R 


INQUIRY FROM CONGRESSMAN 
HAROLD a^OBRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 


DATE: July 17^ 195^^^ 


/ 



Special Agent] \ called from the Washington ' 

Field Office at 5:30 PoMZ siting he had received a call 
from \ L Secretary to Congressman Harold Oo LobrSo 

\stated the Congressman was interested in Agnes Smedlei 
that General fiilloughhy was suppose to testify before the 
House Committee in the future and prior to that time the 
Congres sman would like t o have information regarding Smedley, 
was advised by iSA I \ that he would call him backo 

_ said there was no hurry that the next couple days 

would be perfectly all righto 

ACTION ; 

SA I_|ms instructed to take no action in 

the matter in the absence of specific Bureau instructionso 

RECOMMENDATION : 

In view of the controversial nature of the 
anticipated testimony of General Willoughby^ particularly 
in con nection with the Smedley case^ it is recommended that 
I be advised that his inquiry should be directed to fhe 
Attorney Generalo - / 
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